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	Progress to 2012 and future actions
	Service nominated to progress future actions



	1.
	ALTERNATIVE MODES OF TRANSPORT
	
	
	

	1.1
	Three Rivers District Council (TRDC) is working in co-operation with Mouchel Parkman (consultants for the Highways Agency), in the provision of further passive monitoring for N02 within the largest AQMA at Junction 18 of the M25. 


	Work on this has been put on hold as the widening of the M25 to dual 4-Lane has commenced. The works are being undertaken in three stages:

Section 1x 

Junction 16 -18

Section 1y 

Junction 18 -21

Section 1z 

Junction 21-23


	2011 As the widening at Junction 18, within the Chorleywood nitrogen dioxide AQMA, has been completed officers will endeavour to re-open contact with the Highways Agency to introduce passive monitoring at homes within this AQMA, and to make the data available to TRDC. 

2012: DEFRA’s Acceptance of the proposals contained in the 2012 Updating Screening and Assessment Report makes this (Appendices 2 and 3) mean that the Council can meet the data requirements of this objective within current resources.  
	Environmental Health

	1.2
	There is a further Intention to locate a continuous monitoring station within this AQMA.

	Efforts to find a suitable monitoring location in this area have not proved successful. However, the Joint Venture company undertaking the widening also have a remit to maintain the M25 for 30 years. They have been approached to jointly fund a suitable monitoring station and we are waiting to hear from them.


	2010 Passive monitoring by TRDC was reinstated in May 2010 at the anticlockwise off-slip at Junction 18, elsewhere in AQMAs and 3 other locations where pollution levels are high. 
2011 Funding for the maintenance and servicing of the existing monitoring station was removed for 2011/12 and an application to DEFRA for a grant for a new monitoring station failed. No future progress is considered achievable on this component of the  action plan for the foreseeable future as TRDC will be unable to contribute to any jointly funded project.
2012 Remove this objective from the Action Plan 


	Environmental Health



	1.3
	TRDC will encourage and support the Highways Agency in any actions that will result in a reduction in pollution levels from the M25 motorway.

	The Environmental Statement issued by the Highways Agency anticipates that the widening will relieve the congestion currently experienced and therefore improve air quality due to efficient engine performance


	2010: It is anticipated that subsequent monitoring will demonstrate that such improvement will have been achieved and that all AQMAs can therefore be rescinded within 5 years.

2011 Without monitoring it will not be possible to determine whether pollution levels are reduced as a result of the motorway widening. Short term monitoring at Junction 18 might be achievable within 2 – 3 years. If there is a further opportunity for grant funding in 2012/13, 2013/14  further applications will be submitted to DEFRA to support this activity 
2012 Short term monitoring at Junction 18 has been accepted  by DEFRA and implemented. No applications for grant funding will be made in future years.

	Environmental Health 

	2
	The Hertfordshire Local Transport Plan identifies a number of initiatives to promote public transport. Having established which options appear most likely to offer significant air quality benefits, the Council will assist the County Council to identify further action necessary to:
This process clearly needs full integration with the Local Transport Plan.

	No progress to date


	2010: District priorities have been submitted to Herts County Council and have been accepted. 

These include: - 

Sustainable patterns of development to reduce car dependency

An integrated approach to public transport, walking and cycling

New cycle routes

The enhancement of local shopping parades

The use of Green Travel Plans

Measures to promote sustainable forms of transport through initiatives such as TravelSmart

Use of cleaner vehicle fleets

2012 These sustainable transport priorities are implemented through an annual programme set down in the Sustainability service plan.
	Sustainability 

	3
	NUMBER OF DAYS OF AIR POLLUTION

	
	
	

	3.1
	TRDC will continue to support the County Council with its aim to encourage alternative modes of transport through its various initiatives.

	The Council has contributed to subsidies to maintain certain bus services within the district
	TravelSmart

2010 Partly funded by the National Lottery, this is an initiative supported by TRDC, HCC, Sustrans, the Institute for Transport and Infrastructure Research (SocialData). The project aims to reduce car traffic in the area by promoting the options for walking, cycling and use of public transport.  

2011: Commenced in September 2010 in Croxley Green with completion in September 2011 with measurable reductions in car dependency with more people walking, cycling and using public transport. 
2012 Discussions are still taking place with Hertfordshire County Council to use funds granted under the Local Sustainable Transport Fund for a further TravelSmart initiative. More details will be provided if this is confirmed.


	Sustainability 


	4
	ENCOURAGING CYCLING

	
	
	

	4.1
	Seeking to provide a network of cycle routes throughout the District, which is safe and convenient for all users.


	The cycle route network has been extended to include St Clement Danes to Chorleywood. Further routes are planned to link Chorleywood to Rickmansworth. 
2012 A new route is being proposed through Mill End to link Maple Cross and Rickmansworth town centre.

	New cycle routes are proposed

2010 Routes through Mill End to Rickmansworth town centre including a route via the Aquadrome and Footpath 65 which terminates at Hawkford Hall on Uxbridge Road. 
2012 signed advisory route now enacted through Mill End avoiding A412.
2010 A route between Rickmansworth town centre and Croxley via Scots Hill and/or Croxley Woods.
2012 This is still under investigation

2010 Extension of the new Green Street cycle track in Chorleywood through Chorleywood village centre to Rickmansworth, possibly via Berry Lane and Valley Road.

2012: options are under discussion , including option using pavements along A404.
2010 A route from Bedmond village to Abbots Langley.

2012: This is still under investigation

2010 A link along A41 from the canal bridge at Hunton Bridge to Langleybury Church

2012: alternatives are being investigated

	Sustainability 

	4.2
	Seeking to ensure that those responsible for the design of new roads or road improvements take the safety and needs of cyclists into account.

	
	see above and comment at greenways, below
	Sustainability

	4.4
	The Council will support and implement measures where appropriate to assist in the creation and maintenance of Greenways.  The Council supports the implementation of a stretch of Greenway linking Mutton Wood, Oxhey Lane to the Marry Hill Woodland Trust land where appropriate land lies within the District boundary.


	No progress to date – however there are plans to investigate the linking of facilities within the district by the use of “Greenways” – a network of largely car-free off-road routes allowing  shared access for people of all abilities by foot, bicycle or on horseback.


	2010: No further progress on this specific issue.

2012: still applies.
2010: HCC consultants Steer Davies Gleave have been commissioned to carry out a review of cycle way provision in South West Herts. The Mutton Wood/Oxhey Lane greenway proposal forms part of this study and TRDC supports the inclusion of this route as a greenway. In 2011 this scheme was completed and the schemes under consideration locally are listed under “Encouraging Cycling” above.

2012: Nothing further to add at this stage 


	Sustainability 

	5
	TRDC, through membership of the Herts and Beds Monitoring Group, will continue to provide base line data from the monitoring station for this indicator to be in use.


	
	2011: Continuous air pollution monitoring will cease as from November 2011 due to the costs of maintaining the equipment and local network providers.

2012: All non-continuous monitoring data will still  be made freely available via 

http://www.hertsbedsair.net/

	Environmental Health

	5.1
	Air Alert
	In an initiative with other local authorities in Herts and Beds has implemented “AirAlert”, a system where any person suffering from a respiratory ailment can register to receive alerts by text when pollution levels are likely to reach levels that will adversely affect their condition. The service is free to subscribers.


	2010: An Evaluation Report is available. Take up by Three Rivers residents is very low, despite publicity via GP surgeries in April 2010 (immediately prior to the Eyjafjallajokull eruption). 
2011: The scheme is likely to terminate due to lack of funding

2012: The scheme has terminated 

	Remove from plan

	6
	LAND USE PLANNING

	
	
	

	6.1
	Air quality shall be taken into account when considering all planning applications and particularly when these are within or closely adjoining any Air Quality Management Area.  Air quality shall be taken into greater consideration in the future by greater inclusion in development plans which should follow current air quality responsibilities as outlined in the relevant current guidance on air quality.


	The Core Strategy of the emerging Local Development Framework incorporates Planning / land use policies.


	The Core Strategy (the main document in the LDF) contains an overarching policy on sustainability which includes a requirement that development manages and reduces risk of and from pollution in relation to quality of air.

Applicants are also required 'to submit a ‘CPLAN Energy and Sustainability Statement’ demonstrating the extent to which sustainability principles have been incorporated into the location, design, construction and future use of proposals, and the expected carbon emissions.'


	Development Management, Local Plans and Sustainability 

	6.2
	
	Applicants for Planning Permission are required to assess the impact of proposed development on air quality. The Policy states that development will not be permitted where there is an adverse effect on an Air Quality management Area.
	The on line sustainability statement includes a question 'Is your development in or near an Air Quality Management Area?' and includes a link to a map showing the AQMAs. If the answer is 'yes' then the applicant is asked 'Is the development expected to have any adverse impact on air quality?' and a link to the corresponding Development Management Policy DM8 (which will be included in a future LDF Document next year): 

	Development Management in consultation with Environmental Health

	6.3
	
	
	Policy DM8  -  Contamination and Pollution

Air Quality
Development will not be permitted where it would have an adverse impact on air pollution levels, particularly where it would adversely affect air quality in an Air Quality Management Area
If the proposed development is within an AQMA then the applicant has to provide details of any remedial measures in the sustainability statement and these will be considered as part of the application process.


	Development Management in consultation with Environmental Health

	7
	ALTERNATIVE FUELS / FUEL USAGE


	
	
	

	7.1
	TRDC Waste Services Team will continue to explore suitable options to enable its fleet to move towards cleaner fuels.

	All current diesel powered waste vehicles are adapted to ensure zero particulate emissions. This has the added bonus of having lower road fund licences. 

However emissions of other exhaust pollutants cannot be reduced to zero for the existing diesel fleet

Alternative powered vehicles have also been explored although there are no electric/hybrid options for the heavy goods vehicles.


	With regard to the depot vehicles the situation remains as at 2009.  
2010 Future fleet replacement should consider the advantages and disadvantages of HGVs powered by alternative “cleaner” fuels such as LPG, CNG (compressed natural gas) or LNG (liquefied natural gas).
2011 Given the increased cost of diesel fuel, the Environmental Protection Manager has been asked to investigate whether costs may be reduced in the future by eventual fleet conversion to alternative fuels, such as liquefied natural gas 
2012 as per 2011

	Environmental Protection 
assisted by Sustainability 

	7.2
	TRDC will explore suitable options to encourage staff in receipt of car allowance to switch or convert to low emission vehicles, such as LPG.


	
	2010: Initiatives that could encourage Council essential and casual users to switch to the use of low emission vehicles will be considered by the EMS Working Group as progress is achieved towards eventual certification under ISO 14001.

These could include;

· financial incentives for the acquisition of zero emission vehicles, including mopeds, such as preferential interest rate on purchase loans.

· Mileage allowances paid at a preferential rate for electric vehicles 

· Active discouragement of the use of private transport for employees who are able bodied and who are not required to have a vehicle available for their duties.

· A car pool scheme for essential users, perhaps using electric vehicles. 
· Car share incentives, vis a vis essential users and their contractual requirement to have their vehicle available for work at all times
2012: the inherent cost implications of all but one of these bullet points (active discouragement)  makes this component of the action plan non-achievable in the current economic climate 

	Sustainability and Human Resources

	7.3
	Encourage employers to review the suitability of car pool schemes and the current car allowance systems and establish the most effective system to include fairness and benefits to air quality
	No progress
	2010: This is currently being promoted through the Green Travel Plan but evaluating take up is problematical

2012 A review of the Council’s Green Travel Plan is scheduled before the end of the current financial year and will include a new survey of travel characteristics


	Sustainability

	7.5
	TRDC will consider air quality as part of the assessment for any new tender and require contractors to use fuel-efficient vehicles.


	The assessment of the recent tendering exercise in relation to the Environmental Maintenance contract was weighted towards those tenders including fuel efficient / zero particulate emission technology.


	2010 The concept of sustainable procurement is included in the shared services procurement strategy. 

2011 Impact requires evaluation through 2011 – 12
2012 – 13 As per 2011 – 12 as no evaluation carried out last year
	Procurement in collaboration with the EMS Working Group

	
	
	
	
	

	7.7
	The Council must promote the advantages and importance of energy efficiency and the role reducing fuel usage would have on significantly reducing the quality of air pollution generated.


	A lot of work has been done on the promotion of energy efficiency.  The council is subsidising the cost of roof and cavity wall insulation through the “Cocoon” scheme.

The partnership with Mitsubishi on providing ground source heat pumps at both Three Rivers House and the Aquadrome is being promoted nationally as good practice.

No work has yet commenced on promoting reductions in fuel usage.
                            
	2012  All sustainability objectives and initiatives are being reviewed as part of the service plan and as part of the process to develop smarter targets as we implement our Sustainability Action Plan (arising out of ISO 14001).
Home energy efficiency has been promoted and through schemes such as Cocoon and HEEP (the Herts and Essex Energy Partnership) funding has enabled loft and cavity wall insulation to be installed free of charge to those over 70 and on qualifying benefits and at reduced rates for other residents.

The Council’s bespoke website ‘Our climate is changing’ provides the public with information about how to reduce their energy use in the home.

For the future we are part of a group of authorities looking to establish a community interest company to deliver the Green Deal locally. We will set out our full plans on Home Energy Conservation in our HECA report to DECC by 31st March 2013.
	Sustainability

	7.8
	TRDC anticipate Educating the public and businesses to discourage the continuation of allowing unnecessary engine idling and to investigate the suitability of adopting the Road Traffic (Vehicle Emissions) (Fixed Penalty) (Engines) Regulations 2002.
	No progress to date
	2010 Civil enforcement officers could be authorised to issue Fixed Penalty Notices against this activity, as they do in other Councils. This will be investigated with Vinci 
2012 The addition of further enforcement responsibilities upon the parking service (Vinci) will have adverse revenue implications as currently the cost of the service is only marginally revenue neutral. 
It is suggested that this objective is removed from the AQAP

	Sustainability  

	8


	Emissions from Industry, Commerce and Domestic premises

 
	
	
	

	8.1
	TRDC will continue to provide comprehensive control over Part B processes. Income from permit subsistence fees is ring fenced to fund the enforcement programme for Part B processes. 


	All identified Part B processes receive an annual check. There are now 25 Permitted processes. These include 9 Dry Cleaners which have received full inspection in accordance with the statutory guidance, within the last 12 months. 


	As for 2010
This is a statutory duty placed upon TRDC as a regulator of air pollution from certain industrial processes and commercial services within the District. All permits and enforcement action are reported at   
http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/

	Environmental Health

	8.2
	TRDC continue to control emissions using the provisions of the Clean Air Act 1993 and the Environmental Protection Act 1990

	3 applications for the installation of wood burning stoves in domestic properties were investigated during the year. In all three cases additional information was requested from the manufacturers to confirm the efficacy of the combustion process and the adequacy of chimney heights. In two cases the proposals were not proceeded with and the 3rd was approved.


	2012 There were no applications for wood burning stoves in domestic premises during the past year.

	Environmental Health

	8.3
	The Council will continue to investigate complaints about nuisance, monitor air quality and relate this to the air quality strategy.


	51 investigations were undertaken during the year in relation to air pollution issues, ranging from gas fumes from central heating boilers to bonfires on construction sites. A total of 8   Notices under the Control of Pollution Act were served. All were complied with. A further 2 Notices were served under the Clean Air Act 1956.
	80 investigations were undertaken during the year relating to bonfires. 2 Abatement notices were served in relation to the burning of waste on construction sites. 1 successful prosecution under the Clean Air Act 1993 for obstruction of an officer.

	Environmental Health

	8.4
	Improved information and advice will be given to residents and companies in the area about problems caused by bonfires, and enforcement action will be taken against persistent offenders who fail to comply with the Clean Air Act and Environmental Protection Act.


	Additional information provided on the Council website and enhanced by a section on Frequently Asked Questions relating to bonfires and alternative methods of disposal.

Updated leaflet has been produced which is sent out to all customers making complaints / enquiries concerning bonfires. 

	2011 No additional activity to report
	Environmental Health



	9
	ENERGY CONSERVATION / REDUCTION
	
	
	

	
	Building Control already encourage building designs and materials that have the least environmental impact as well as encouraging renewable energy. This is done through:

i.  Continue to actively enforce Part L of the Regulations and any other Government drivers (Sustainable Homes etc).

ii. Continue to make an effort to reduce mileage when making visits around the district (for example, by dividing the district into 4 areas, with designated officers for each area).

iii.  Continue to work with Watford Council on a   Newsletter, Focus Groups and Seminars, which are aimed at Architects, Builders and Home Owners.

iv. Continue to promote Building Controls website
 www.threerivers.gov.uk

	Continued enforcement in accordance with current Regulations.

Rationalised inspection regime

Joint Newsletters produced with Watford

Last Newsletter May 2008.


	As for 2010 with respect to new buildings

	

	10
	AIR QUALITY MONITORING


	
	
	

	
	TRDC will continue to monitor air quality within the district, and will continue the membership of the local network.

i. 
Relocate monitoring station

ii. Increased provision of air quality information to the public


	Monitoring continues at the background site at Rickmansworth.

Discussions with Skanska Balfour Beatty on the provision of a permanent monitoring site at Junction 18, Chorleywood.

“AirAlert” added to the information made available to vulnerable groups in episodes of high pollution. 


	2011 Continuous monitoring will cease in November 2011 due to budgetary constraints
2011 Now no longer feasible owing to our inability to contribute to any shared equipment or services 
2011 Air Alert service likely to end owing to funding shortfall

2012 Such monitoring that can be carried out will be made available to the public at http://www.hertsbedsair.net/

	Environmental Health  
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