  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  -   23 MAY 2005
PART   I -   DELEGATED   
  11.
ENHANCEMENT OF SHOPPING AREAS –   2005/6 PROGRAMME

(  DLE) 

  

This is NOT a KEY DECISION
1.
Summary
1.1
  To agree a programme for refurbishment.

2.
Details

2.1   The Council has an annual programme to enhance the vitality and viability of local shopping parades.

2.2 Church Lane Parade, Mill End was upgraded in 2002/3, Scots Hill Parade, Croxley Green in 2003/4, and Delta Gain, Carpenders Park is currently in the process of being refurbished.

2.3 The Watford Enterprise Agency (WENTA) was asked to assess priorities for future enhancements based on priorities already put forward by the Committee They recommended the two Baldwins Lane parades, Croxley and the smaller parades in South Oxhey.

2.4 It is considered that Baldwins Lane (West) parade could benefit most from an upgrade. Improvements could include new, improved paving, better lighting, bike rack re-furbishment, with better use of the large area in front of the shops.
2.5 A petition has been received organised by the shopkeepers requesting the provision of additional parking space, because of the shortage of parking space for shoppers and for the doctor’s surgery. Additional space has been suggested on land adjacent to the skatepark, subject to the necessary consents. 
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1   Baldwins Lane (West) is an important local facility servicing a substantial catchment. The shopkeepers have expressed concern that the shortage of car parking service in the parade is damaging its viability. This is being addressed with options for the creation of more parking spaces being identified. 

3.2 Concern has also been expressed about the condition of the service road to the side and the rear of the parade. In addition, a fire caused significant damage to the upper floors at the rear of the parade in 2004. 

3.3 The funding available for refurbishment would be insufficient to pay for repairs to the service road or the provision of extra parking, which would have to be considered from other budgets, if available.

3.4 Discussions should take place with the shopkeepers on the most beneficial use of funds.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy to revitalise shopping areas and budgets.  
5.
Financial Implications
5.1 The enhancement scheme will be funded from this year’s capital programme.

  
COST IMPLICATION


2005/06
£


2006/07
£
Future Years per annum
£

Capital Expenditure
10,000
10,000
10,000


Capital Charges will be incurred but, as an internal transaction, will not increase the Council Tax / rent payable.


  
5.2 Scheme costs are subject to detailed costing.

5.3 The cost of the new parking area could be met from the existing Highways improvement capital programme, subject to detailed costing.

6.
Legal Implications
6.1   Maintenance of the service road is the responsibility of the Housing Department.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1   Improved lighting repairs, levelling and resurfacing would enhance the area for people with disabilities.

8.
Staffing Implications
8.1   None. The scheme will be designed and overseen by the Council’s retained engineering consultant, Peter Brett Associates under existing terms and conditions.

9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  The scheme will enhance the environment of the shopping area.

10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
  Improvements to lighting will make a safer environment.

11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
  None

12.
Website Implications
12.1
  None

13.
Risk Management Implications
13.1 The proposed enhancements do not guarantee to increase the vitality and viability of the shopping facility. 

  
14.  
Recommendation
14.1 That improvement from   Baldwins Lane (West) shopping parade be met from the 2005/6 capital programme and the views of local shopkeepers be sought on priorities for enhancement.

14.2 That a scheme for additional shopper parking be prepared as identified in the report.

14.3 That a further report be presented to the Housing and Environment Panel and the Committee following consultation.


Background Papers


  File: Retail Parades

Report prepared by:
  Peter Kerr, Chief Development Plans and Transportation Officer


The recommendations contained in this report DO NOT constitute a KEY DECISION.


APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

  None
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