
  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  -   23 MAY 2005 
PART   I  -   DELEGATED   
  13.
  CHORLEYWOOD PARKING SCHEME 

(  DLE) 

This is NOT a KEY DECISION 
1.
Summary
1.1
  To consider the results of the recent consultation and recommend scheme amendments.

2.
Details

2.1 Following consideration by Housing and Environment Panel on 25 January 2005,   the Committee on 7 March resolved to consult on amendments to Chorleywood Parking Scheme to address the problem of commuter parking displaced from Berks Hill and South Road into Hillside Road where it conflicts with weekday activities of the Baptist church and other dangers, and causes danger of obstruction to emergency services as well as traffic hazards.

2.2 Consultation took place on the following issue: - the provision of four-hour parking bays to be situated near to the Baptist Church in Hillside Road, together with a one-hour weekday parking restriction (possibly 10 am to 11 am) in Hillside Road and the upper stretches of adjacent roads Quickley Lane, Berks Hill and Shire Lane to prevent further commuter displacement. Views were sought on this proposal and on the type and extent of restrictions, which should be provided.

2.3 Consultation has taken place with residents in Hillside Road and adjoining roads, including Shire Lane, Haddon Road, Quickley Lane, South Road, and Berks Hill. Ward Councillors for Chorleywood West were also consulted.

2.4 A report on responses forms Appendix 1. The main conclusions are as follows. 

2.5 A total of 68 responses were received – 53 in favour of the proposed restrictions. 17 requested residents parking permits to allow parking through restricted hours. 7 requested that parking restrictions should also be applied to the service road on Shire Lane to prevent displaced commuter parking. 3 responses requested Haddon Road should be included in the scheme to prevent displaced commuter parking. Disabled bay should also be included in the proposed scheme outside the church.

2.6 In addition, consultation has taken place with property holders and other interested parties in Station Approach, following the petition from Tudor Cars to have designated parking bays for private hire vehicles serving the station. Responses received are summarised in Appendix 2.

2.7 Chorleywood Parish Council suggests the provision of a Taxi Rank in the station car park. This would require the co-operation of the car park operators and would not be as conveniently located to the station and its ticketing facilities as a rank on Station Approach. The Council has a requirement under the Hackney Carriage de-zoning process to place ranks at prominent transport facilities, and a rank on Station Approach close to the station entrance, and available for all Hackney Carriages, would be an obvious choice.

2.8 Tudor Cars have requested two parking bays close to their premises for their sole use.

2.9 Other requests at Station Approach include facilities for setting down and picking up and for business permits spaces. A request was also received for raised kerbs and/or railings to prevent motorists from parking on pavements. This is a traffic management issue beyond the remit of the parking exercise and can be forwarded to Hertfordshire Highways for consideration.

2.10 Finally, views have been sought from Chorleywood Parish Council and Chorleywood Business Association on the use of the Ferry car park.

2.11 Chorleywood Parish Council suggests that the Ferry Car Park be leased to the Station as an overflow car park but charged at a cheaper rate. They can see no viable use for the car park as a shoppers car park.

2.12 Chorleywood Business Association suggests that the solution to parking problems would be management of the Ferry Car Park. They have surveyed their members and state that up to 53 parking spaces would be used if security measures such as additional lighting secure fencing, regular traffic warden patrols and surveillance cameras were put in place. They also suggest that if the car park is to remain then the top floor could be allocated to members of Chorleywood Business Association and entrance and exit could be by key card operated barrier. Keys could be sold to their members at a cost of £160 per annum.

2.13 At the same time an amendment to the Green Street parking orders has been requested. The Green Street service road has stretches of carriageway with yellow line restrictions involving a 1-hour parking ban. It has been suggested that this stretch could be available for residents’ permit parking and this proposal is considered acceptable. An amendment to the appropriate traffic order will be required.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1   It is proposed that four-hour parking bays be made available in Hillside Road near Chorleywood Free Church to include one Disabled Parking Bay. It is also proposed that 1-hour parking restrictions (10am – 11am) be applied to the remainder of Hillside Road, Quickley Lane (to its junction with Rendelsham Way), Berks Hill and Shire Lane (up to and including the service road), together with a residents permit scheme that will allow residents of all these roads to park through the restricted hour. To be in keeping with the Conservation Area it is recommended that “Primrose” yellow lines be applied. 

3.2 The response from residents in Haddon Road on the need for parking restrictions to prevent displacement commuter parking was inconclusive. However, in the light of the other proposed restrictions it is suggested that Haddon Road be included in the scheme and the further comments of residents be sought through consultation on revisions to the traffic order.

3.3 It is suggested that a revised parking layout be designed for the area close to Chorleywood station to include a taxi rank, bus stop, set down and pick up facilities, and retaining the existing disabled parking bay and four-hour parking. The scheme should also assess whether it is feasible to include two business permit parking bays for Tudor Cars in the vicinity of their premises, and other bays for businesses (with permit charges applying).

3.1 Once these schemes have been designed in detail the next stage will be formal consultation with a further opportunity for representations to be made as part of the process to amend Traffic Orders.

3.2 Ferry car park: - at this stage it is suggested that the results of consultation be noted and that the representations be considered in full as part of a further report on the future of the car park.

3.3 The proposed Green Street Order amendment should be implemented.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
  The cost of implementing amendments to the parking scheme can be met from the 2005/6 capital programme. 

COST IMPLICATION
Current Year 2005/06
£


2006/07
£


2007/08
£
Future Years per annum
£

Capital Expenditure
5,000




  
6.
Legal Implications
6.1   Amendments to Chorleywood Parking Scheme require revisions to the Chorleywood Central Area, Outer Area and Consolidation (Green Street) Orders. This Council acts as agent for Hertfordshire County Council in the preparation and review of traffic orders for parking schemes.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1   During consultation Hertfordshire County Council made a request for a disabled parking bay in the vicinity of Hillside Road Baptist Church. It is recommended that this should be implemented.

8.
Staffing Implications
8.1   The consultation was undertaken by the Local Plans team. Scheme design and processing of the traffic regulation order amendments will be undertaken by external engineering and legal consultants because resources and expertise are not available in house.

9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  The amendments form part of an integrated approach to the provision of sustainable transport. The scheme is designed to eliminate commuter parking in residential streets thereby enhancing the local environment.

10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1   This applies in particular to use of the Ferry car park where vandalism and other anti social behaviour have discouraged use. It is recommended that this issue is tackled as part of a further report on the future of the car park.

11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
  Queries about the parking service are either handled directly by the Customer Services Centre or are referred to the Parking Shop.

12.
Website Implications
12.1
  Details about the parking service are available on the Council’s website.

13.
Risk Management Implications
13.1   There is no guarantee that the proposed amendments will not further displace commuter parking into other residential roads. The scheme must continue to be monitored.

14.  
Recommendation
14.1 That   revisions to Chorleywood Parking Scheme be prepared on the basis of the recommendations in this report.

14.2 That amendments to the relevant Traffic Regulation Orders be advertised, with representations reported back to the Committee before the revised Orders are confirmed.

14.3 That a further report be presented to the Committee regarding the Ferry car park.
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The recommendations contained in this report DO NOT constitute a KEY DECISION. 


APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS
  Appendix 1 Hillside Road, Quickley Lane, Berks Hill and Shire Lane proposed amendments to parking restrictions. Summary of Questionnaire Responses.


Appendix 2 Station Approach, Summary of Questionnaire Responses

Appendix 3 Ferry Car park, summary of responses from Chorleywood Business Association and Chorleywood Parish Council


