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“MAKING A NEW PLAN”
Preface

Over the next three years Three Rivers District Council will prepare a new plan for the district. The plan will decide where new houses, jobs and services will go over the period to 2021 and how we safeguard the environment. The Council wants to make sure that all sections of the community have the chance to be actively involved in preparing the new plan.

Planning can affect everyone’s day to day lives, whether it’s your neighbour wanting to build an extension, a proposal for a new supermarket, new flats or offices, or the provision of a skate park in one of our recreation grounds. It is important to comment on where new development should go, which areas should be protected and what standards should be applied.

Our communities, groups and societies should have the chance to be actively involved in developing policies and proposals for the district. In this way it is hoped that many objections will be resolved prior to the Examination of the Plan which will be held by a government inspector. The process links with the community’s involvement in the preparation of the Three Rivers Community Strategy, which you may have already seen. The communities’ priorities identified in that process will help make the strategy in this plan. 

This document, once approved, will form part of the new plan.

The Council is also seeking your views on how we consult on significant planning decisions. We want to know if you think we are consulting the right people, in the right way, at the right time and on the right issues.

Making Your Comments

We hope you will complete the questionnaire at the back of this document and return it to: -

Chief Development Plans and Transportation Officer

Three Rivers District Council

Three Rivers House

Northway

Rickmansworth

Herts

WD3 1RL

Alternatively:

• Send comments via email to: claire.may@threerivers.gov.uk  

• Send comments by fax 01923 896119

For general enquiries or questions regarding the document, please contact Claire May on 01923 727152.

Please note that comments cannot be treated as confidential and must be made available for public view.

This document can also be viewed on the Council’s website at: www.threerivers.gov.uk
All comments must be received by.... (within 6 weeks of start of formal pre-submission consultation)

1. Introduction

1.1   A new Planning Act (The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004) came into force in September 2004. A key objective of the new planning system is to strengthen community involvement in the planning process. In the document ‘Community Involvement in Planning: The Government’s objectives’ (ODPM: February 2004), the government advises:

‘Our aim is that planning should provide opportunities for people irrespective of age, sex, ability, ethnicity or background, business, the voluntary sector and others to make their views known and have their say on how their community is planned and developed.’
1.2    Effective and meaningful involvement in the planning process is to be ensured through a Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) which every local authority is required to produce to show how communities will be involved in the preparation and revision of Local Development Documents (LDDs) and in the consideration of planning applications.
1.3    In addition to meeting the statutory requirements, an effective SCI should:
· set out clearly the authority’s vision and standards for community involvement, and how these link with other local initiatives eg. The Community Strategy;

· recognise and express the need for front loading (seeking consensus on essential issues early in the preparation of LDDs and so avoid late changes being made)

· reflect community needs, identifying the range of local groups needing to be involved;

· show that the authority understands how communities can be involved in a timely and accessible way;

· identify suitable involvement techniques that are appropriate to the level of planning;
· be clear about the different stages of involvement-  information, consultation, participation, feedback etc. and demonstrate that these will be done in different ways at different stages for different communities;

· show that the authority can resource and manage the process effectively;
· show how the results of the community involvement will be fed into the preparation of the LDDs and associated sustainability appraisal reports;
· set out the authority’s policy for community involvement on planning applications; and 

· set out how the authority will learn from the experience and improve arrangements where necessary.
1.4 The Council considers it important to set out from the start how it intends to involve the local community and “stakeholder” groups in the new planning process including planning applications. It is important that local people are involved at all stages, in order to secure a degree of consensus in planning the future of their communities. This draft SCI sets out how the Council proposes to involve its communities and stakeholders.

2. The New Planning System
2.1
1.5 .  The new Act requires the Council to prepare what is known as a Local Development Framework (LDF) to guide and control development in the future. The LDF will be a series of documents (LDDs) which set down where development can take place, the standards to be applied when considering new development and how we safeguard the environment for future generations. The Council has resolved that the new LDF will cover the period to 2021, which ties in with the Regional Spatial Strategy for the East of England (RPG 14). The Council will consult early and regularly with the East of England Regional Assembly to ensure that the LDDs it produces are in general conformity with the East of England Plan, as required under legislation.The LDF is an important document that will be much more effective if the community has had a leading role in shaping what goes into it.

2.2    The Council has prepared a project plan called a “Local Development Scheme” which sets down the timescale for the preparation of the relevant Local Development Documents (LDDs), up to March 2007. A copy of the LDS can be viewed on the Council’s website www.threerivers.gov.uk. The documents that the Council will be producing are: 
• The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)

• Development Plan Documents (DPDs)

• Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs)
Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)

2.3 Although part of a suite of LDD’s on which consultation takes place as    

         previously explained in this document, the SCI is essentially about the 
         consultation process. It is not a development plan document concerned 
         with planning policy.

Development Plan Documents (DPDs)

2.4 A list of the types of Development Plan Documents (DPDs) that may be prepared is contained in Appendix 2. These will be subject to independent examination and will have full status in the determination of planning applications. Area Action Plans may be required for proposed areas of significant change or where significant schemes are proposed in respect of conservation matters.

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs)

2.5 These documents can be used to explain and supplement the Council’s policies and proposals in its Development Plan Documents. The Council already has a number of approved supplementary planning guidance policies and where appropriate these will be incorporated into the new plan. SPDs will not form part of the Development Plan, and although they will not be subject to the Examination in Public process, new ones will undergo public consultation. Details of any SPDs that may be prepared are included in the Local Development Scheme (LDS) and Appendix 2. Where SPDs are proposed, however, they must comply with National and Regional planning policies.

Sustainability Appraisal
2.6    Each of the above documents (except the SCI) will also be accompanied by a Sustainability Appraisal (SA), so that the social, environmental and economic effects of plan strategies and policies can be fully assessed. The SA incorporates the requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive.
3. Statement of Community Involvement
Minimum Consultation requirement
3.1 The legal requirements for consultation and public participation for the LDF are set out in the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004:- These set out the minimum requirements for community involvement including informal pre-submission consultation (Regulation 25) and formal pre-submission participation (Regulation 26).
3.2 The SCI needs to show that the Council will comply with the minimum requirements, including community involvement in planning applications. The minimum requirements include making documents available at local planning authority offices during set consultation periods and sending letters to the statutory bodies listed in the Regulations. The minimum requirements for producing DPDs including the SCI are set out below:

· Pre-submission consultation (Regulation 25)
· The LPA must consult with specific consultation bodies such as the Regional Planning Body, adjoining local authorities, the Countryside Agency, Environment Agency and Highways Agency and general consultation bodies (such as voluntary bodies and groups representing minority, religious, disabled and business interests in the authority’s area);
· Pre-submission public participation (Regulation 26)
· Before an LPA submits a DPD to the Secretary of State they must make the proposals available for inspection during normal office hours at their principal and other offices, publish details on their website and in the local press including when and where they can be inspected and send the proposals to the DPD bodies (see above); 
· LPA must allow 6 weeks for representation to be made (Regulation 27)
· The submission of documents to the SoS must include a statement setting out who has been consulted (bodies and individuals), the main issues raised and how they have been addressed in the DPD. The submitted DPD must make available for inspection the DPD and associated documents such as the sustainability appraisal and send the documents to the relevant bodies similar to the requirements under Reg 25 (Regulation 28);
· LPA must allow 6 weeks for representation to be made on the DPD (Regulation 29)
3.3   The requirements for consultation on SPDs before they can be adopted are  similar to DPDs (Regulation 17). The period for making representation is however a minimum of 4 weeks and a maximum of 6 weeks (Regulation 19). The Council will always aim for a minimum period of 6 weeks wherever possible and practical. The minimum standards for consulting on planning applications are set out in Section 8 of this SCI.
Aim of the Statement of Community Involvement

3.4 The Council wishes to go beyond the minimum standards to ensure full and effective community engagement. The types of consultation methods the Council will use are set of in Section 5. The consultees set out in the Regulations are all included in Appendix 3 of the Council’s SCI. These statutory bodies, together with a number of additional organisations, groups and people, will be consulted on the various LDDs and SPDs as set out in Table 2 of this document.
Key Issues

3.5    A Key Issues Paper will be prepared to set out the issues for the Council to   
address in achieving a balance between protecting the environment and meeting community and development needs. The results of the consultation will feed into the Preferred Options Paper that will be prepared for further consultation. Your involvement is very important at this early stage because the new Development Plan Documents will replace the existing local plan and will be used to determine planning applications.

Criteria for testing soundness of the Statement

3.6    The Draft SCI is itself the subject of public consultation. The final version will be tested for its soundness at an independent examination in public. The criteria for assessing the soundness of the SCI, contained in draft Government guidance, can be found in Appendix 1.
The process of community involvement

3.7    In addition to the specific consultations set out in Table 2, all Local Development Documents will follow the consultation procedure as set out below:

• Notice of the document will be given in the local newspapers and on the Council’s website, www.threerivers.gov.uk. This will advise on where and when the document can be inspected.

• Notification will be given in writing to the appropriate statutory consultees,

         targeted groups and known interested parties. In addition, appropriate 
         focus groups will also be held and comments minuted.

• Copies of the document will be available at the Council offices, during office

hours, for inspection or purchase.

• Copies of the document will be available to view at the local libraries. (A list of libraries is contained in Appendix 5).

• The document will be available to view on the Council’s website, at

www.threerivers.gov.uk
• Each relevant consultation period will last 6 weeks.

• Comments must be made in writing on the questionnaire provided, and submitted by the relevant deadline date. This includes comments made on questionnaires provided on the Council’s Website.

• All comments received will be public information.
The Form of Your Response.

3.8   At each consultation stage, set out above, you will be asked to make your

         comments in writing on a standard form. Where you object to wording in specific Development Plan Documents,  you will be asked to suggest an alternative form of wording.

‘Hard to reach’ groups

3.9   The Council is committed to addressing the needs of different racial groups as required by the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 and the needs of disabled people as required by the Disability Discrimination Act 1995. It is  important that these and other groups who are not easy to reach using conventional methods of participation are included within the planning process. The Council will seek to include them through the methods of consultation proposed in Table 2 of this document and through the following measures:
· Making documents or extracts of documents available in alternative formats on request, eg. in Braille, large print, on audio-tape or in different languages. 

· Ensuring that  venues for meetings, forums, exhibitions etc. are accessible for people with disabilities

· Going out into the community to consult ccccdirectly with people in their own familiar surroundings; for example by attending parish meetings, residents forums, meetings with minority groups (using interpreters where necessary)

· Ensuring that people of all ages are given the opportunity to comment on relevant LDDs by using appropriate, interesting and interactive consultation with all age groups including the elderly and children

4.  Principles for Community Involvement 

Links with the Community Strategy 

4.1   A Community Strategy was prepared by the Council and its partner organisations in 2003 to deliver action on the ground. It helps the Council achieve its five key themes.  These form the basis for policies and services and are: - 

· Tackling Anti-Social behaviour

· Supporting the Vulnerable

· Protecting the Green Belt

· Green and Clean Open Spaces

· A Mix of Leisure for All Ages

4.2 The Council is currently working with the Three Rivers Local Strategic 

Partnership to develop what it calls “SMART” targets for the Community Strategy based on these themes.  These targets will help the Council to achieve practical community benefits and will closely link into the new planning documents. 

4.3   The Community Strategy also identifies four priorities: - These are

· Healthy Communities

· Prosperous Communities

· Safer Communities

· Sustainable Communities

4.4   The Strategy runs to 2006 and will need to be reviewed by then. The precise timescale for review has not yet been set; however the Council is committed to joint consultation between the Community Strategy and LDF wherever the opportunity presents itself
.

The authority’s goals and objectives

4.5 The Council’s Best Value Performance Plan (2004/5) identifies the
priorities for the Council which include a range of high level outcomes   linked to the Community Strategy themes. These are based around a vision that the district should be a prosperous, safe and healthy place where people want and are able to live and work. These themes and priorities will all be fully taken into account in the emerging policies and proposals of the development documents.

4.6    Many of the Council’s goals and objectives and those of the wider  

         community can be met, or at least influenced, through the spatial planning  

         objectives that will be addressed through the preparation of the LDF. Therefore, given the importance of the LDF, this SCI is based on the premise that the community must have the opportunity to fully participate in the LDF preparation process and to comment on future development coming forward through planning applications. 

 Involving Communities

4.7 The Council wishes to achieve as much consensus as is possible on the content of the LDDs that the Council will be preparing. By successfully involving all sections of the community and stakeholders it is hoped that new planning policies can be adopted relatively quickly. However, it must be recognised that the Council may have to make difficult decisions on which it may not be possible to achieve an agreement and it will be necessary to take any unresolved matters to the Examination In Public.

4.8 The Council sees many benefits in involving a wide range of people and 

         organisations throughout the planning process. These include:

• Focus on priorities identified by the local communities themselves,

• Influencing the provision of local services that are better able to meet local needs,

• An enhanced sense of contributing to the community,

• Increased understanding of how planning policies are developed and linked to each other, and how planning applications are processed;
• Increased support for local planning policies,

• Obtaining value for money










5.    Types  of Community Involvement
5.1 There are a number of consultation and engagement techniques that can be used to help the community get involved in the planning process to enable groups and individuals to have their say. The appropriateness of using one or more methods will be dependent on the type of planning document being prepared and the stage it has reached. The type of planning application will also have a bearing on which type to use. The appropriate method will also be dependent on the type of group being consulted. A comprehensive list of the types of techniques identified by the Government and others, and their benefits, are set out in Table 1 below:
Table 1: Methods of Community Involvement

Methods
Benefits




· Internet (website, e-mailshot, interactive exhibition)
· Increasingly accessible by a range of people 24 hours a day 
· Documents can be made available in different formats
· Potential for ‘interactive’ consultation

· Media (local press, TV, radio etc.)
· Useful for raising awareness, raising profile of the LDF and providing contact details for further information

· Leaflets/brochures
· Useful at outlining/summarising the content of key documents and informing about opportunities to get involved

· Public exhibitions/displays/stalls/
      roadshows
· Good medium for disseminating information, allowing communities to air their views.
· Fairly resource intensive and attendees are self-selecting

· Formal written consultation/ newsletters/referenda/community surveys (eg.Three Rivers Times)
· Good introduction to main issues 
· Responses can help identify key interests and groups.
· Benefit in focusing consultation around a number of key questions. 
· Can reach large numbers

· Hotline
· Useful for providing information to people, particularly if they lack internet access
· Can be resource intensive as for optimum benefit, should be a staffed service rather than a recorded or automated system

· One-to-one meetings with stakeholders
· Useful in identifying key issues, getting key people involved and achieving alignment with other strategies and initiatives
· Resource intensive requiring senior staff involvement and together with expectation that commitments will be made and fulfilled

· Public meetings/area, town and village meetings
· Particularly relevant to core strategies, area action plans and planning applications
· Open and inclusive way for people to engage in robust debate on the issues although attendees are self-selecting
· Can be resource intensive as meetings need to be carefully prepared and effectively chaired

· Focus groups (selected groups) or citizen panels (randomly selected participants)
· Useful for area- based discussions and presentation of options
· Provides opportunities to explore opportunities in depth
· Can be fast and efficient in getting views but may need to be complemented by other methods

· Pre- existing panels, forums and design teams 
· Developer panels comprising ‘regular applicants’ can provide a forum for authorities to disseminate information and canvass professional opinion on proposed documents or applications

· Workshops (interactive): eg. ‘enquiry by design’ and ‘planning for real’ exercises.
· Means of engaging local communities on planning applications and developing ‘ownership ‘ of proposals. Need to involve right people
· Resource intensive as need significant preparation to allow structured approach and report back
· Useful for identifying and focusing discussion around difficult issues and key themes


· Area forums (standing groups with geographical remit) 
· Tailor made forums to discuss issues relevant to the area, especially appropriate for area-based policies or specific planning applications
· Council comes to Community

· Planning Aid
· Government funded advice and help particularly useful in targeting communities which traditionally do not get involved in the planning system

· Steering/advisory group
· Mechanism for getting key organisations involved in overseeing or acting as a sounding board for the production of LDDs
· Particularly appropriate for area action plans or topic based policies.
· Role of the group needs to clear and there should be a transparent approach in selecting members

· Ideas Wall (post it note exercise)
· Interesting and simple method of brainstorming issues
· Encourages those who might not contribute to discussions
· Anonymous
· Usefully applied as part of the other group methods listed above

· Site Notices 
· Useful for highlighting sites/areas affected by LDDs or planning applications to local people and those most affected.

· Electronic voting using palm held data device
· Quick and mobile way of ascertaining  ‘straw poll’ views at a forum or meeting

· Initially resource intensive in purchasing devices

5.2    An important first step in obtaining a dialogue with the community will be through the preparation of a Key Issues Paper as a basis for the Core Strategy. The Paper will be available to all households and business taxpayers in the District, and the appropriate national, regional and local consultees. The consultation results will inform the Council’s Preferred Options Paper which will be developed into the Core Strategy.
5.3 Table 2 below sets out the consultation and engagement techniques that will be used by the Council with respect to the different documents to be produced and their stage of production. These include a range of methods drawn from the available methods set out in Table 1. The relevant Regulation associated with each stage of production is also listed. In considering which type of consultation and when to use it, the Council has considered the cost, benefit and effectiveness of each method in reaching the community and the need to use existing locally established methods of communications which are already working well. 

Table 2: Three Rivers Consultation programme and methods

Document
Timescale
Stage and Method

Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)

Regulation 25

Regulation 26*

Regulation 28

Regulation 34

Regulation 35

Regulation 36

April/May 2005

June/July 2005

Sept./Oct. 2005

December 2005

April/May 2006

June 2006


· Informal pre-submission consultation with specific and general bodies as set out in Appendix 3 
[Written Consultation, meetings with stakeholders and partnership bodies]
· Formal pre-submission participation (6 weeks) with appropriate national, regional and local consultees, including statutory consultees. See Appendices 3 and 4. 

     [Media-local press, website, summary   

      leaflets/brochures with questionnaire,

      Three Rivers Times]
·   Submission of DPD (6 weeks public consultation). 

[Invite representations on submitted DPD. Statutory notices, press and web coverage]
· Start of Examination process. Advertise examination at least 6 weeks before start through statutory advert and on website. Notify in writing those making representations.

[Media-local press, Website, Formal Written Consultation]

· Publish Inspector’s recommendations on website. Notify those wishing to be notified.

      [Website, Formal Written Consultation]

· Adoption. Advertise adoption through local advertisement and on website. Notify DPD bodies (in Appendix 3).

      [Website, Media-local press]

Key Issues Discussion Paper

Regulation 25*


September/

October 2005 
· Mass Consultation methods

[Three Rivers Times, Website, Media-local press, leaflet drop to residents and businesses together with postal survey/MORI poll as appropriate. 

Exhibition/Citizen Panels/Area,Equalities and Partnership Forums/Electronic voting]


Development Plan Documents



Core Strategy  – issues and options

Regulation 25*

Regulation 26*

Regulation 28

Regulation 34

Regulation 35

Regulation 36

December 2005/January 2006

February-December 2006

January-February 2007

June 2007

October 2007

December 2007
· Building on Key Issues Discussion Paper, prepare issues and alternatives through consultation with the appropriate national, regional and local consultees (see Appendices 3 and 4) and through meetings with appropriate groups selected from Appendix 4. 
[Media-local press, website, Consultation in writing, One to one Meetings with Stakeholders]

· Public participation on preferred options using a range of consultation methods.

[Three Rivers Times, Website, Media-local press, leaflets with questionnaires/telephone surveys as appropriate with households and business tax payers in the District.

Written consultation with relevant national, regional and local groups in Appendices 3 and 4. Stakeholder meetings with appropriate groups selected from Appendix 4.
Exhibition/Citizen Panels/Area Forums/Electronic voting]

· Submission of DPD (6 weeks public consultation). 

[Invite representations on submitted DPD. Statutory notices, press and web coverage]
· Start of Examination process. 

[Advertise examination at least 6 weeks before start through statutory advert in press and on website. Notify in writing those making representations]
· Inspector’s recommendations.

[Publish on website. Notify in writing those wishing to be notified]

· Adoption. 
[Advertise adoption through local advertisement in press and on website. Notify DPD bodies in writing]

Housing Allocations DPD 

Regulation 25*
Regulation 26*

Regulation 28
Regulation 34

Regulation 35

Regulation 36
Supplementary Planning Documents
December 2006/January 2007

February – December 2007 

January- February  2008

June  2008

October 2008

December 2008


· Prepare issues and alternative options through consultation in writing with the appropriate national, regional and local consultees (see Appendices 3 and 4) and through meetings with appropriate groups selected from Appendix 4.

 [Media-local press, website, Consultation in writing, One to one Meetings with Stakeholders]

· Public participation on preferred options.

[Three Rivers Times, Website, Media-local press, 

Written consultation with relevant national, regional and local groups in Appendices 3 and 4. Written consultation with households and business tax payers affected by site allocations. Stakeholder meetings with appropriate groups selected from Appendix 4 including representatives from the house building industry.
Exhibition/Citizen Panels/Area Forums/Electronic voting]

· Submission of DPD (6 weeks public consultation). 
[Invite representations on submitted DPD. Statutory notices, press and web coverage].
· Start of Examination process. 

[Advertise examination at least 6 weeks before start through statutory advert and on website. Notify in writing those making representations.]

· Inspector’s recommendations.

[Publish on website. Notify those wishing to be notified]

· Adoption. 
[Advertise adoption through local advertisement and on website. Notify DPD bodies.]

Supplementary Planning

Documents (SPD’s)

Regulation 17*

Regulation 19


December 2006-June 2007

July-September 2007

Jan 2008


· Informal consultation in drafting SPDs. with appropriate local communities and stakeholders

 [Media-local press, website, Consultation in writing and One to one Meetings with relevant Stakeholders in Appendix 3 and 4]

· Public participation/Invite representations on draft SPD (4-6 weeks):

[Website, Media-local press, 

Written consultation with relevant national, regional and local groups in Appendices 3 and 4. Written consultation with households and business taxpayers affected by proposals. Stakeholder meetings where appropriate with selected groups  from Appendix 4. 
· Adopt SPD. 

[Make adopted SPD available for inspection. Publish on website. Notify those who wished to be notified]

NB.   The dates set out in Table 2 are the target dates as set out in the Local Development Scheme (LDS). The LDS will need to be monitored and reviewed on a regular basis and the target dates may need to be changed accordingly.

* whilst general members of the public can get involved at any stage in preparing LDDs, those marked with an asterisk are the ‘key stages’ where the public have an opportunity to really influence the shape and content of a DPD at an early stage in the process. These are the stages where the Council will concentrate most effort and resources.
6.     Consultation Groups

6.1   The Council is committed to involving as many people and groups as possible in forming its planning policies for the District and in dealing with planning applications. Any person or organisation that is interested in the planning of the District can get involved and make comments. Everyone is encouraged to do so.

6.2    There are particular sections of the community that the Council also wishes to ensure are involved, due to their specific needs and/or because traditionally they have been under represented in the planning process, (the so-called ‘hard to reach’ groups).

6.3 In order to achieve its aim of wider involvement, the Council intends to work with its existing partners in the community and develop new partnerships where possible. In particular the LDDs, will link to the work carried out in connection with the Community Strategy and specifically aim to involve young people (i.e. under 21’s) and older people (over 65’s).

6.4     In accordance with the details in Table 2, the Council will consult the wider

   community by direct mailing or other consultation methods to all resident households and business taxpayers in the District. In addition, the Council will undertake, as appropriate, consultation with the ‘statutory’ consultees set out in Appendix 3 which includes the Town and Parish Councils, and with the following groups:

  1. Three Rivers Community Strategy Partnership

  2. Amenity Groups (Local, Regional and National)

  3. Countryside/Conservation Groups

  4. Ethnic Minority Groups

  5. Housing Interest Groups

  6. Local Businesses/ Business Groups

  7. Local Disability Groups

  8. Local Residents Associations

        9. Older Persons Groups

10. Planning Agents Groups

11. Religious Groups

12. Revitalisation Groups

13. Youth Groups, Schools & Colleges

14. Health Care Groups

15. Other Groups

6.5    Individual organisations known to the Council can be found in Appendix 4. It     

        should be noted that these details may change over time.

6.6   The Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) has been established by the Council and has developed the Three Rivers Community Strategy. The LSP and its relevant partner organisations will be consulted on the Local Development Documents. 
7.    Report Back

7.1    Written comments received by the Council will be acknowledged in writing.

Anyone making comments on the Key Issues Paper, Statement of Community Involvement, Development Plan Documents and Supplementary Planning Documents will be consulted automatically at subsequent stages. The comments received will be available to the public.

7.2   At the end of each consultation period the Council will analyse the responses and prepare a summary report. This will also be made publicly available. The report on the comments received will be considered by the Council’s Executive Committee and at specified formal stages only by the

Council.  Where the Council considers appropriate, the substance of the comments will be reflected in the proposed policies and proposals. The report will set out how the communities were involved at each stage. 

7.3    The Council feels it is important to demonstrate to the community how their views and comments have been taken on board in preparing Local Development Documents. Where the Council feels that these cannot be taken forward, it will explain the reasons for not doing so. The Council hopes that through this transparent and inclusive approach, and by demonstrating that all views are valued, as many people as possible will be encouraged to take part in the consultation process.

Monitoring and Mechanisms for Review of the Statement of Community

Involvement

7.4    The Council will annually review whether the procedures of involving the

community have achieved a representative level of public involvement across all sections. This will be done by making comparisons with the most recent census data relating to the District.

7.5 The SCI will be reviewed annually as the LDF progresses through its statutory phases. An annual report reviewing the performance of the SCI and recommending changes, if appropriate, will be considered by the Executive Committee. Any agreed changes will then be incorporated into the SCI. The Council is keen to learn from experience and will seek to continously improve the way it interacts with the community.

         Resources

7.6  Staff Resources: - Community involvement will be carried out primarily by

        existing staff within the Local Plans team with some assistance from staff

         within the Community Initiatives Unit who are responsible for the Community Strategy. Given the potential scale of consultation, it may be necessary or beneficial to use consultants to assist with certain aspects. 

7.7.  Funding: - The planning budget for 04/05 and 05/06 takes account of the need to fund the community and stakeholder involvement set out in the SCI. The SCI and the LDS are being prepared in parallel and co-ordinated by the Chief Development Plans and Transportation Officer, who is also the relevant budget holder, to ensure that the SCI can be resourced and will be managed effectively.

8. Planning Applications

8.1 As well as the preparation of documents as part of the LDF, the community can also express their views on planning applications determined by the Council. There are three broad categories of planning applications received by the Council; ‘major’, ’minor’ and ‘other’ (see Appendix 6 for the definition of these three types of application). Table 3 sets out how the Council will consult on each type of application. Paragraphs 8.6- 8.10  give more detail on the consultation methods that are generally used for all types of applications.

Duty officer

 8.2  The Council’s Planning Department provides a duty rota of planning officers between 10am-1pm, Mondays to Fridays. These officers are able to offer pre-application advice as well as deal with general planning enquiries, without the need to make a specific appointment.

        Pre- application discussions 

8.3 Whilst there is no legal requirement for pre-application discussions, the Council will welcome such discussions with developers for all applications but particularly for ‘major’ applications or applications that are likely to be sensitive or controversial.  Whilst such discussions may initially have resource implications for the Council in terms of officer time, there are many recognised benefits including:

· Opportunity to give early guidance on policies

· Potential for better quality submissions

· Dealing with issues upfront leading to quicker and more straightforward processing of applications

· Identify proposals which are unlikely to be given planning permission and avoid subsequent appeals

· Potential to save time and money on all sides (in long run) 

Pre-application consultation

8.4   Again whilst there is no legal requirement for pre-application consultation with the community, the Council will encourage developers to undertake this, particularly for large scale development which are likely to raise significant local concerns. The findings from this consultation should be then be summarised by the developer, setting out details of whom they have consulted, the responses received and how the consultation has informed the development scheme. This consultation summary should be submitted as part of the planning application.

8.5    The Council will take into account pre-application consultation in determining a subsequent planning application. However, the ‘weight’ that it will attach to such consultation will depend on the quality of the consultation process that was undertaken, whether the consultation was carried out in accordance with good practice standards, including those set out in this SCI and the extent to which the consultation is representative of the local community. The Council will also supplement this consultation with it’s own as set out in Table 3 as part of a formal planning application.

         Neighbour notification letters

8.6    All neighbours with a common boundary, or in the immediate vicinity of, the planning application site will be notified of the application by letter. Wider consultation will take place for large-scale development. This letter will contain details of the proposals, where plans can be viewed and how to make comments on the applications. The Council will allow at least 21 days for interested parties to respond (for subsequently revised submissions, less time may be given). 

         Site Notices

8.7 Some types of applications require the display of a site notice in or around the application site. This will contain information on the proposal, where the plans can be viewed and how, and by when, to comment. The Council will ensure that the notices are as visible as possible. More than one notice may be required for major applications or large sites.

        Advertisements

8.8   Certain applications require the Council to put advertisements in a local  newspaper (Watford Observer). These include applications within a Conservation Area (Section 73), applications affecting or adjacent to a listed building (Section 67) and where an application is contrary to the development plan (Departure). All residential development involving 10 or more dwellings or on sites of over 0.5 hectares needs to be advertised. Smaller residential schemes having a significant impact on adjoining amenities also need to be advertised.

         Website 

8.9   The Council will place details of all applications received on the Council’s web site.This will be updated on a weekly basis.  Submitted plans relating to large scale or sensitive applications (and being determined by Development Control Committee-see 8.11 below) can also be viewed on the Council’s website. The Council is also working with Caps Solutions Ltd. to develop a ‘Public Access’ on-line planning system that will be in place within the next

         couple of months. This will enable members of the public to view planning, building and property information held by the Council. This includes the ability to view and comment upon planning applications. In addition the Council has signed up to the Planning Portal, a government developed website, that provides a single source for planning information and services on-line. This will eventually enable planning applications to be submitted on-line.

         Town/Parish councils

8.10 There are five parish councils operating within the Three Rivers area. These councils are able to advise the District Council of local views on planning applications. The District Council will send all Parish Councils a weekly list of planning applications and take into account views expressed on them.

Decision-making

8.11 The majority of planning applications are dealt with under delegated powers by professional officers. However the Development Control Committee, which is made up of elected councillors, determines applications which in the opinion of the Council raise significant issues of public interest.  The Committee meets on a monthly basis; the agenda for the meetings are available to the public about a week before the meeting. A calendar of meetings is available on the Council’s website. The committee meetings are held in public so that you can attend to hear the discussion. You can also register to request to speak at the meeting either in support or objection to the proposals.

Table 3- Consultation on planning applications

Approach
‘Major’ applications
‘Minor’ applications
‘Other’ applications






Public meeting 
        √*



Public exhibition
        √*



Development briefs
        √*

            √*

Enquiry by design and /or planning for real
         √*



Town/Parish Council
          √

         
             √
              √

Media
           √*



Website
           √ 
             √ 
              √

Local architectural or design panel
            √*

               √*

Neighbour notification
            √
              √
               √

Site notice
            √
              √
               √*

Advertisement
            √
              √*
               √*

* where appropriate and depending on the circumstances

NB. The above table gives an indication of how the Council intends to consult on the 3 broad type of applications.  The Council  may consider additional or different approaches to consultation where this is considered necessary; for example, where a ‘minor’ application raises particularly controversial or sensitive issues and/or is not in accordance with the LDF policy, the Council may treat it as a ‘major application’ for the purposes of consultation.

Appendix 1

Criteria for testing soundness of the Statement of Community Involvement

During the Examination in Public on the new planning framework for Three Rivers, the Inspector will consider the Council’s Statement for Community Involvement against the following criteria:

• Shows that the Council is meeting legal requirements;

• Sets out the Council’s strategy for Community Involvement and its links with

other community involvement initiatives e.g. The Community Strategy;

• Identifies in general terms which local community groups and other bodies need to be consulted;

• Shows how local people, community groups and other bodies can be involved in a timely and accessible manner;

• Shows that the methods to be used to involve people, community groups and other bodies are suitable for different stages in the preparation of the Council’s Local Development Documents and for the particular communities;

• Shows that the Council can resource and manage the process effectively;

• Shows how the results of the community involvement are to be fed into the

preparation of Development Plan Documents and Supplementary Planning

Documents;

• Sets out the mechanisms for reviewing the procedures in the Statement of

Community Involvement.

· Show how consultation will take place on planning applications

Source: Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks

Appendix 2

Local Development Documents
Development Plan Documents

Details of the Council’s proposed Development Plan Documents (DPD) are contained in the Local Development Scheme which was approved as a draft by the Executive Committee on 28 June 2004, for submission to the Secretary of State. GO-EAST ‘approved’ the LDS on 18th March 2005. The broad types of DPD’s are as follows:-

• The Core Strategy.

This will set out the vision for Three Rivers and the primary policies for meeting this vision. It will include policies on Housing, Employment, Transport, Protection of the Countryside and the Historic Environment, Town Centres and Sustainable Development. 

• Site Specific Allocations and policies

This identifies the sites proposed for development to meet the Council’s vision

and core strategy. The Council will be preparing a Housing Allocations DPD.

• Area Action Plans

These will cover identified areas of significant change and areas of conservation where specific improvement schemes are proposed, setting out the specific proposals for development or enhancement. No specific Area Action Plans are proposed at present, although the need for them will be reviewed.

Supplementary Planning Documents

The Council intends to adopt the following planning guidance documents as SPDs:

· Extensions to dwellings in the Green Belt

· Trees and new development

· Cycling in Three Rivers

· Shop front design

· Landscape character assessment

Appendix 3

List of statutory consultees 

The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 specify that the following bodies must be consulted if the Council considers that body will be affected by what is proposed to be covered in a Development Plan Document (DPD):

‘Specific’ Consultation Bodies

· Regional Planning Body – East of England Regional Assembly

· Relevant authorities in or adjoining the local planning authority area – (Chiltern DC, Dacorum BC, London Borough of Harrow, Hertsmere BC, London Borough of Hillingdon, South Bucks DC, St Albans DC, Watford BC, Bucks CC, Greater London Authority and Town/Parish Councils within district (Abbots Langley, Chorleywood, Croxley, Sarratt, Watford Rural) and Town/Parish  Councils which border district (Denham Parish Council, Gerrards Cross Parish Council, Chalfont St Giles Parish Council, Chalfont St Peter Parish Council, Chenies Parish Council, Chipperfield Parish Council,Kings Langley Parish Council, Redbourn Parish Council, St Stephen Parish Council)

· The Countryside Agency – East of England Region

· The Environment Agency

· Highways Agency

· The Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England 

· English Nature

· The Strategic Rail Authority- Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Strategic Health Authority

· Regional Development Agency – EEDA

· Strategic Health Authority-Beds and Herts SHA

· Utility operators in the local Planning authority area including those controlling: 

· Electronic communications apparatus- (Gridcom, Hutchinson 3G Ltd,  

       MM02, 02 (UK) Ltd, Orange, PHA Communications Ltd, T-Mobile (UK) 

       Ltd, Vodafone Ltd)

·  Gas (and electricity)- (British Gas, EDS Energy)
· Water (and sewerage)- (Three Valleys Water PLC, West Herts Sewerage
      Consortium, Thames Water Utilities Ltd)
Government Departments

· The appropriate Government Office- GOEAST

· Any government agency having large land holdings in the area including*:

· Department of Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs – DEFRA – Eastern Regional Office, 

· Department for Education and Skills  

· Department for Transport. 

General Consultation Bodies

As considered appropriate by the Council, including*:

· Voluntary, racial, ethnic, national, religious, disabled, business groups in the area (the Council has identified appropriate groups as part of potential focus groups in Appendix 4).

Other Consultees

As considered appropriate by the Council, including*:

· Airport operators – (BAA Heathrow, BAA Gatwick, BAA Stansted and London Luton Airport)
· British Waterways

· Chambers of Commerce

· Commission for Architecture and Built Environment (CABE)

· Environmental Groups

· Equal Opportunities Commission

· Network Rail 

· Local Transport Authorities (Herts CC)

(the Council has identified appropriate groups as part of potential focus groups in Appendix 4).

* a full list of possible consultees is set out in Annexe E in Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks.

Appendix 4

List of local and regional groups, associations, and organisations some of

whom may form focus groups. 

Note: - This list will be updated regularly to ensure there are no exclusions and that all community groups and other bodies are consulted and have the opportunity to respond.

1. Three Rivers Local Strategic Partnership

• 
Local Strategic Partnership Board (Three Rivers District Council, Hertfordshire Constabulary, Hertfordshire Police Authority, Centre for Voluntary Services and Watford and Three Rivers Primary Care Trust)

2. Amenity Groups / Local, Regional and National

· Barton Way Allotments Association

· Croxley Hall Woods Allotment Association

· Ebury Road Allotment Association

· Frankland Road Allotment Association

· Lavrock Lane Allotment Association

· Springwell Avenue Allotment Association 

· Abbots Road Conservation Society

· British Red Cross (Croxley Green)

· British Waterways Southern Region

· Carpenders Park Community Hall Association

· Chiltern Society

· Chiltern Woodlands Project

· Friends of Chorleywood Common

· Chorleywood Common Conservationists

· Chorleywood Station Estate Conservation Group

· CPRE – The Hertfordshire Society

· Croxley Green Community Centre

· Croxley Green Conservation Area Committee

· Croxley Green Community Association

· Hertfordshire Alternative Technology Soc

· Herts & Middx Wildlife Trust

· Herts Bat Group

· Inland Waterways Association
· Kings Langley Community Association 

· Maple Lodge Conservation Society

· Mill End & District Community Association

· Friends of Oxhey Woods

· Rickmansworth Society

· Rickmansworth Waterways Trust

· Sarratt Preservation Group

· Sarratt Wildlife Group

· South West Herts Archaeological and Historical Society

· West Hyde & Maple Cross Community Association

· West Hyde Village Society

3. Countryside / Conservation Groups

· Archaeological Solutions

· BBOWT

· CPRE National Office

· Chilterns Conservation Board

· Colne Valley Park Partnership

· Country Land and Business Association

· Forestry Commission

· Friends of Croxley Common Moor

· Friends of the Withey Beds 

· Herts Biological Records Centre

· National Farmers Union (Bovingdon)

· RC Historical Monuments Record

· RSPB Central England Office

· Ramblers Association

· The British Horse Society

· The Open Spaces Society

· Watford Friends of the Earth

· Watford Parish Conservation Volunteers

· Woodland Trust

4. Ethnic Minority Groups (to be detailed)

·  Three Rivers Minority Race and Faith Forum

· Watford Racial Equality Council
· Watford African Caribbean Community Services

· Watford Indian Association

5. Housing Interest Groups

Housing Associations within Three Rivers:

· Abbeyfield Society

· Aldwyck Housing Association

· Beacon Housing Association

· Chiltern Hundreds/Paradigm Housing Association

· Circle 33 (HA)

· English Churches Housing Group

· Hanover Housing Association

· Housing 21

· Metropolitan Housing Trust

· Network Housing Association

· North British Housing Association

· Rickmansworth Churches Housing Association

· Riversmead Housing Association

· Sanctuary Housing Association

· Shaftesbury Housing Association

· Springwell Homes Housing Association

· St Pancras & Humanist Housing Association

· Warden Housing Association

Housing groups:

· HARI

· House Builders Federation Eastern Region

· Housing Corporation

· National Housing Federation Central Region

Homeless groups:

· Ascend

· Herts Young Homeless Group

· STAY (Herts Young Homeless Group in SW Herts)

· Watford New Hope Trust

6. Local Businesses/Business Groups

Major employees:

· Abbot (Kings Langley) Ltd

· Alpine Press

· Ampledesign Ltd

· Aprite (GB) Limited

· Barclays Bank Plc

· Cadbury Trebor Bassett Ltd

· Carlsberg UK Limited

· Cater Plus Services

· Centurion Press Limited

· Comet Group PLC

· Community Health Services

· Compass Contract Services (UK) Limited 

· Comverse Network Systems UK Ltd

· Coy Carp Harefield

· Elizabeth Higgins Recruitment Services Ltd

· Ferrero UK Limited

· Gardner Merchant Ltd

· Fidelity Information Services Ltd

· Green King Pub Company

· Group 1 Software Europe Limited

· Hayes Staff Recruitment

· Holstein UK

· ICW Holdings Ltd

· Igroup Ltd

· Imagination Technologies Limited

· Imperial Machine Co Ltd

· IPS Telecoms Limited

· Jane Dewhurst Ltd

· Kier Southern

· Leisure Connection Plc

· Loans Co UK Ltd

· M J Clancy and Sons Ltd

· Maine Group Limited

· Marks and Spencer Plc Rickmansworth Store

· Moor Park Golf Club Ltd

· Napier Industries Limited

· Nestle Waters 

· Nicoteck Ltd

· Nissan Motor (GB) Limited

· Options Employment Ltd

· P J Dunphy (Construction Services) Limited

· Post Office (Rickmansworth PDO)

· Prolog

· Quantum Care Ltd

· RC Warren Packers Ltd

· RCMS Limited

· Renault UK Ltd

· Scotsbridge Mill

· Sitel UK Limited

· Skanska UK

· Sunley Turriff Construction Ltd

· Tesco Stores Ltd Rickmansworth Branch

· Toshiba Tec Europe Retail Information Systems UK Operation

· Trafalgar Cases Ltd

· Tropical Marine Centre Ltd

· Wadham Kenning Motor Group Ltd

· Watford and District Mencap

· Westwick Construction Limited

· Zoffany Limited

Other businesses/employers:

· BACS
· Camelot Group plc

· Northwood HQ 

Business and industrial parks:

· Croxley Business Park

· Leavesden Park 

Chambers:

· Rickmansworth Chamber of Business

· Chamber of Business and Trade

· Hertfordshire Chamber of Commerce and Industry

· Watford and West Herts Chamber of Commerce

Employment/community:

· Watford Enterprise Agency

· South West Herts Business Partnership

Travel:

· Arriva The Shires and Essex
· Chiltern Railways

· Croxley Rail Link

· Crossrail

· London Underground 

· Network Rail

· Railtrack Plc
· Transport for London

· London Transport Users Committee
· Boughtons Car Hire Ltd
· Cab Cars
· Eagle Cars
· Reachers Ltd
· Tudor Cars
Major Landowners (excluding farms):
· Aer Link Leisure Ltd
· Batchworth Golf Course
· Chorleywood Golf Course

· Golf Club Holdings PLC

· Leavesden Studios

· Oxhey Park Golf Course

· Penfold Park Golf Course 

· RMC Group Plc

· Ralph Trustees Limited
· Sandy Lodge Golf Course
· West Herts Golf Course
Farmers:

· Berry Bushes Farm

· Brightwells Farm

· Cherry Trees Farm

· Croxley Hall Farm

· Fieldways Farm

· Gyfres Farm

· Hill Farm

· Hilltop Farm

· Home Farm Langleybury

· Hyde Farm

· Killingdown Farm

· Micklefield Hall Farm

· Model Farm (Kings Langley)

· Model Farm (Redheath)

· North Hill Farm

· Pipers Farm

· Red Hall Farm

· Rosehall Farm

· Sarratt Hall Farm

· Stockers Farm

· Trout Rise Farm

· Well Farm

· Whitehouse Farm

· Woodoaks Farm
· Wellcome Trust Ltd
Businesses with interest in the district:
· Allied Domecq Retailing Ltd
· Beeson and Sons Limited

· Brasier Harris

· Budgens Stores Limited
· Coal Pensions Properties Limited

· D H Turner Consultancy Limited

· RES Group Head Office
· E J Masters Ltd

· Gade Investments Limited

· General Accident Linked Life

· McCarthy and Stone (Development) Ltd

· R C Tait Properties Ltd.
· Sainsbury Supermarkets Ltd

· Tarmac Heavy Building Materials (UK) Limited

· The Office

· The Old Merchant Taylors’ Society

· The Trustees of Hampton Hall Farm

· Unicorn Homes Plc
· Women's Royal Voluntary Service. Area Office (Herts, Essex and North East London)
· Waitrose Central Offices
· White Associates 

Agents:

· Adrienne Hill
· Architects Corporation

· Balneaves Chadwick Assoc. Ltd.

· Banner Homes Ltd

· Barratt North London

· Bellways

· Brocklehurst Architects

· Bugler Developments

· Building Design Services

· Cannon Morgan & Rheinberg Partnership

· David Lane Associates

· David Parker Architects Ltd.

· Denham & Co.

· Derek Kent & Associates

· Dusek Design Associates

· F J Thompson & Co.

· Faulkners

· Graham Seabrook Partnership

· HTA Architects Limited

· Jeremy Peter Associates

· Laings

· Linden Homes Ltd

· MEPC Head Office

· Michael Shanley Homes

· PHD Chartered Town Planners

· RPS

· Wakelin Associates Ltd

· Bryant Homes

· Try Homes

· CW & RC Shrimplin

· Kebbell Development Limited

· AAP Consulting Ltd

· Crown Castle UK Ltd

· GVA Grimley

· James Barr Consultants

· Smith Woolley Telecom

· Lamber Smith Hampton

· Jones Lang LeSalle Hotels

7. Local Disability Groups

· Action on Disability

· Disability Employer Outreach Service
· Disability Information Services Herts (DISH)

· DRUM
· Harrow Association Of Disabled People
· Herts County Council Adult Care Services

· Hertfordshire Deafness Support Association
· Hertfordshire Society for the Blind

· PHAB

· Three Rivers Disabled People’s Forum

8. Local Residents Associations

Residents’ groups:

· Abbots Wood Residents Association

· Barn Lea Residents’ Association
· Batchworth Heath Residents’ Association

· Bedmond Tenants’ and Leaseholders’ Association

· Belsize Residents' Association

· Boundary Way Estate Association

· Bury Lane Residents’ Association

· Bury Meadows Residents’ Association

· Carpenders Park Residents Association

· Chandlers Cross and Bucks Hill Residents’ Association

· Chenies Estate Residents’ Association

· Chenies Residents’ Association Ltd, Northwood

· Chesswood Court Residents’ Association

· Chorleywood & District Residents Association

· Chorleywood Tenants’ and Leaseholders’ Association

· Colleyland Residents’ And Road Users’ Association

· Copthorne Residents’ Association

· Croxley Green Residents’ Association

· Eastbury Residents Association

· Furtherfield Residents’ Association

· Gade View/Rosehill Gardens Tenants’ and Leaseholders’ Association

· Gosforth Area Residents’ Association

· Grove Crescent Residents’ Association

· Heronsgate Residents Association Ltd

· Hillside Residents’ Association

· Kings Langley And District Residents’ Association 

· Little Green Residents Association

· Loudwater Residents’ Assn

· Maple Cross Residents' Association

· Mead Place Estate Association

· Moor Park and Sandy Lodge Residents’ Association

· Oxhey Hall Residents' Association

· Oxhey Woods Residents Association 

· Park Close Residents’ Association

· Rickmansworth and District Residents’ Association

· Rickmansworth Town Centre Residents’ Association

· Silkmill Residents’ Association

· South Oxhey First Tenants’ and Leaseholders’ Association

· South Oxhey Tenants’ and Residents’ Association

· St Lawrence Close Residents' Association 

· Turney’s Orchard Residents' Association

Action groups:

· Leavesden Village Action Group  

· OMTS Action Group

Estate companies:

· Bridle Lane (Estates) Limited

· Loudwater (Troutstream Estate) Ltd

· Moor Park (1958) Limited

· Nightingale Court (Rickmansworth) Ltd

Travellers group:

· Berkhamsted and District Gypsy Support Group

9. Older Persons Groups

· Three Rivers Pensioners’ Forum

· Abbots Langley Royal British Legion

· Age Concern Herts

· Carpenders Park Senior Citizens Association

· DOSTI Asian Luncheon Club

· Rickmansworth and District University of the Third Age

· SW Herts Senior Citizens Alliance

· Sarratt Friendship Club

10. Planning Agents Groups

· Development Control Focus Group

11. Religious Groups (to be detailed)

· Three Rivers Minority Race and Faith Forum

· Diocese of St Albans
· St Lawrence’s (Abbots Langley), Church of the Ascension (Bedmond)

· St Andrew's Church (Chorleywood)

· Carpenters Christian Fellowship (Chorleywood)

· Chorleywood Christian Fellowship

· Christ Church (Chorleywood), Christ Church at Arnett Hills

· All Saints' Church (Croxley Green)

· St Oswald’s Church (South Oxhey)

· St Paul’s Church (Langleybury)

· St Mary the Virgin (Rickmansworth)

· St Peters Church (Mill End), St John’s Church (Heronsgate), St Thomas of Canterbury’s Church (Mill End)

· Holy Cross Church (Sarratt)

· All Saints Church (South Oxhey)

· Archdiocese of Westminster

· St Saviour’s Church (Abbots Langley)

· St John Fisher Catholic Church (Chorleywood)

· St Bede’s Church (Croxley Green)

· St John the Evangelist (Mill End)

· Our Lady Help of Christians RC Church (Rickmansworth)

· St Joseph’s Church (South Oxhey)

· Central Baptist Association

· Abbots Langley Baptist Church

· Chorleywood Free Church

· Croxley Green Baptist Church

· Mill End Baptist Church

· Rickmansworth Baptist Church

· Sarratt Baptist Church

· South Oxhey Baptist Church

· The Methodist Church London North West District

· Abbots Langley Methodist Church

· Carpenders Park & South Oxhey Methodist Church

· Methodist Church at St Mary’s, Croxley Green Methodist Church, Berry Lane Methodist Church

· Fuller Way Church (Croxley Green)

· Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

· St Martins United Reformed Church 

· Watford Sikh Association

· Herts and Essex Mosques and Islamic Cultural Centre

· Watford Mosque Committee

· St Albans Islamic Centre

· Watford Mosque and Welfare Association

· Bushey Synagogue

· Hertsmere Progressive Synagogue

· Nothwood & Pinner Liberal Synagogue

· South Bucks Jewish Community

· Watford and District Synagogue

· Bhaktivedanta Manor (Hindu, Bushey)

· Watford Hindu Group

12. Revitalisation Groups (if relevant)

13. Youth Groups, Schools & Colleges

· Three Rivers Youth Council

Schools within the district and School Pupil Councils to senior schools:

· Abbots Langley School

· Arnett Hills JMI

· Bedmond Village and Infants School

· Breakspeare School

· Chorleywood Primary School

· Christ Church Church of England School

· Colnbrook School

· Divine Saviour RC Primary School

· Eastbury Farm JMI and Nursery School

· Greenfields Primary School

· Harvey Road Primary School

· Little Furze JMI

· Little Green School

· Malvern Way Infant and Nursery School

· Maple Cross JMI

· Merchant Taylors School

· School Pupil’s Council, Merchant Taylors School

· Northwood Preparatory School

· Oxhey Wood Primary School

· PNEU

· Parmiters School

· School Pupil’s Council, Parmiters School

· Rickmansworth School

· School Pupil’s Council, Rickmansworth School

· Rickmansworth Park JMI

· Royal Masonic School for Girls

· School Pupil’s Council, Royal Masonic School for Girls

· Sarratt Church of England School

· Shepherd Primary School

· St Catherine of Siena RC JMI 

· St Clement Danes Secondary School

· School Pupil’s Council, St Clement Danes Secondary School

· St Joan of Arc RC School

· School Pupil’s Council, St Joan of Arc RC School

· St John’s RC Primary School

· St Josephs RC School

· St Mary’s Church of England Primary School

· St Meryl School

· St Paul’s Church of England Primary School

· St Peter Church of England Primary School

· Tanners Wood JMI

· The Russell

· Warren Dell Primary School

· Woodhall School

· York House School

· York Mead Primary School

Youth clubs:

· Abbots Langley Youth Club

· Bedmond Youth Club

· Chorleywood Youth Club

· Kings Langley Youth Club

· Rickmansworth Centre For Young People

· Sarratt Youth Club

· The Zone (South Oxhey)

· West Hyde and Maple Cross Youth Centre 
Youth services:
· South Area Youth Service

· Hertfordshire Council for Voluntary Youth Services

14. Health Care Groups

· Watford and Three Rivers Primary Care Trust

· Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Strategic Health Authority
· West Hertfordshire Health Authority
· West Hertfordshire Hospital Trust
· Local Hospitals – (Harefield Hospital, Mount Vernon Hospital, Watford General Hospital)

· Local Doctor’s Surgeries (166 New Road, 266 Baldwins Lane, Abbotswood Medical Centre, Chorleywood Health Centre, Gade Surgery, Oxhey Health Centre, The Surgery (Sarratt), The Vine House Health Centre, Wilton House)

· Local Dental Practices (Carpenders Park Dental Practice, Chartwell Dentist Clinic, Chorleywood Dental Surgery, Croxley Dental Clinic, H. Leigh, Inspire Dental Care, Jason P and Associates, MA Colin, R Abrahams, Rickmansworth Dental Clinic, Rosebank Dental Surgery, The Berkeley Dental Clinic, The Dental Practice (Abbots Langley), White House Dental Practice)

15. Other Groups (which will be consulted as appropriate on the LDDs)

· Abbots Langley Citizens Advice Bureau

· Oxhey and District Citizens Advice Bureau

· Rickmansworth Citizens Advice Bureau

· Herts Fire & Rescue Service  

· Hertfordshire Constabulary  

· Hertfordshire Highways

· National Air Traffic Services Ltd

· East of England Tourist Board

· Sport England East

· Royal Mail Headquarters

· South West Herts Cycling Group

· Hertfordshire Rights Of Way Association

· East Herts Footpath Society

· Bushey and District Footpaths Association

· Civil Aviation Authority    

· Social Services

· Centre for Voluntary Service in Three Rivers
· Three Rivers Learning Forum

· Three Rivers Lesbian,Gay Bisesual &Transgender Forum

· Three Rivers Domestic Violence Forum

· Three Rivers Equal Opportunities Forum

· SPOKES (South West Herts Cycling Group)
· Children, Schools and Families South Quadrant
Appendix 5

List of Libraries

Abbots Langley Library, High Street, Abbots Langley, Herts 
Chorleywood Library, Lower Road, Chorleywood, Herts
Croxley Green Library, Barton Way, Croxley Green, Herts
Oxhey Library, Bridlington Road, South Oxhey, Herts
Rickmansworth Library, High Street, Rickmansworth, Herts
Kings Langley Library, The Nap, Kings Langley, Herts
Appendix 6 

Definition of types of planning applications 

Planning applications are split into 3 main categories; ‘major’, ‘minor’ and ‘other’.The definitions of each are set out below:

Major

· Dwellings-10 or more ore more than 0.5 hectare

· Offices/research and development/light industry   }     Where floorspace

· Heavy industry/storage/warehousing                     }     created is 1,000                                                                    

· Retail, distribution and servicing                            }      square metres or  

· Agricultural, leisure, clinics, parking, education     }      more (including 

                                                                                                   Changes of use)                      

Minor

· Dwellings- less than 10

· Offices/research and development/light industry   }     Where floorspace

· Heavy industry/storage/warehousing                     }     created is less than                                                                                                                                           

· Retail, distribution and servicing                            }     1,000 square metres
· Agricultural, leisure, clinics, parking, education,    }       
      telecomms                                                                          

Other

· Minerals

· Change of use

· Householder developments

· Advertisements

· Alterations/extensions to Listed Buildings

· Demolition of Listed Buildings

· Conservation Area Consent

Appendix 7 – Glossary of Terms Used

AMR Annual Monitoring Report

A document to be produced each year showing progress in achieving the timetable

set out in the LDS and setting out revisions to the LDS.

AONB Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

National designation of countryside which is of high landscape quality. Stringent controls on development apply. Three Rivers District Council is a member of the Chilterns Conservation Board which ensures implementation of the Management Plan for the AONB.

DPD Development Plan Document

Any part of the LDF that forms part of the statutory development plan – these are:

Core Strategy, area wide policies, topic policies, area action plans, proposals map,

and site allocations (includes LDDs but not SCI or SPDs)

EiP Examination in Public

An examination chaired by an independent inspector into objections to the LDDs

and into LDDs as a whole.

Front Loading

This relates to involving stakeholders and the community at the earliest possible opportunity in the making of the new development plan documents. The reason is to make sure the Council is aware of important local issues at a very early stage and can build them into the process.

GOEAST Government Office for the East of England

Regional government office (based in Cambridge) responsible for implementing national policy in the region and ensuring Local Planning Authorities policies and plans accord with national guidance.

HEF Hertfordshire Environmental Forum

Countywide group consisting of representatives from the 10 Hertfordshire districts and the County Council which monitors the state of the local environment and co-ordinates improvements.

LDD Local Development Document

The individual documents that set out planning policies for specific topics or for

geographical areas

LDF Local Development Framework

The collective name given to all those policies and documents forming the planning

framework for the District

LDS Local Development Scheme

A project management document setting out what the LDF will contain, a timetable

for its production, proposals for monitoring and review.

LP Local Plan
The existing statutory plan for the area setting out policies for controlling

development and proposals for particular areas/sites.

PPG13 Planning Policy Guidance Note 13 Transport

Guidance note produced by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister which promotes sustainable transport.

Public Service Agreement Target 6

PSA6 is the target set by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for local planning authorities to achieve the milestones set out in Local Development Schemes by 31 March 2007. It seeks to ensure an efficient planning system to deliver sustainable communities and to deliver housing provision, regeneration and the required infrastructure. It aims for a better, simpler, faster and more accessible planning system to serve business and the community.

RSS Regional Spatial Strategy

Overarching strategy produced by Regional Planning Body, with broad land use,

transport and other policies to inform LDFs, will form part of the statutory development plan.

“Soundness of the Plan”

Development Plan Documents will be tested thoroughly by independent examination to ensure they have followed correct procedures, conform to national and regional policy and the Council’s community strategy, and the policies they contain are coherent, consistent and effective.

Spatial Planning

An approach to planning that ensures the most efficient use of land by balancing

competing demands. Does not consider just the physical aspects of location/land

use but also economic, social and environmental matters.

SA Sustainability Appraisal

An appraisal of the impacts of policies and proposals on economic, social and

environmental issues.

SCI Statement of Community Involvement

The document that sets out how the Local Planning Authority will involve and

consult the public in the production of the LDF and on major development control

matters.

SEA Strategic Environmental Assessment

An assessment of the potential impacts of policies and proposals on the

environment, to include proposals for the mitigation of impacts.

SPD Supplementary Planning Document

A document providing an elaboration of policies, design guidance, site development

guidance, parking standards etc.

SPG Supplementary Planning Guidance

Documents produced under the existing system providing an elaboration of policies,

design guidance, site development guidance.

]

Comments Form for Draft Statement of Community Involvement

Please answer the questions below and return the completed form by………..                          (6 week consultation period). Simply remove this page and return in the Freepost envelope to Three Rivers District Council. Alternatively, responses can be handed in at the Council offices. N.B: Any comments received cannot be treated as confidential and must be made available for public view. 

Please indicate whether you are:        in support of the document        and/or   

(Tick were applicable)                        seeking to change it

Name/Company: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address:             -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                           -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Telephone: --------------------------             Email: --------------------------------------------

Appendix 4 lists the local, regional groups, associations and organisations that the Council will include in the consultation process for the development plan documents. Please list below any groups or organisations that you think should be added to the “general consultation bodies” database;

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In Section 5 of the Draft SCI, Table 2, outlines the methods the Council proposes to use when consulting on the development plan documents. Are there any additional methods or changes to those methods listed that you feel the Council should carry out?

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do you have any other suggested changes to the Draft SCI?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Three Rivers District Council, Three Rivers House, Northway, Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 1RL

Fax: 01923 896119 Email claire.may@threerivers.gov.uk
�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��GO EAST





14
1

