  

  HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT POLICY PANEL –    26 APRIL 2005

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 23 MAY 2005
PART I -   NOT DELEGATED 
15C.  
APPLICATION FOR NEW SEWER – REDHALL LANE, CHANDLERS CROSS

(  DCR) 

1.
Summary
1.1
  To consider a request from the owner of Red Hall, Red Hall Lane, Chandlers Cross for this Council to supply a main sewer to the properties in Redhall Lane, Chandlers Cross. 

2.
Background

2.1 Red Hall is one of four properties in Red Hall Lane that were not provided with main drainage when Chandlers Cross was drained about 50 years ago.   

2.2 The owner of Red Hall has requested on behalf of the four properties in Red Hall Lane that this Council supply main drainage to them at no cost to the householders.

2.3 In 1973 this Council had responsibility for the provision of sewer drainage for properties in their area working as an agency for Thames Water Utilities. In 1992 the Thames Water Sewer Management Contract took over responsibility until 1997 when Thames Water carried out the work “in house”.  

2.4 Section 16 of the Water Act 1973 gives the Council permissive powers to requisition first time main drainage on behalf of its residents. The requisition is made to the Water Authority, which is then required to provide a public sewage system for the properties concerned within an agreed time-scale. The full cost of the scheme, including design, supervision and administration costs, is subsequently recharged to the person or body making the requisition either by means of a single payment or by a series of annual charges.

2.5 In 1984 this Council requisitioned a public sewerage system for four properties in Lavrock Lane at no cost to the householders. In 1987 there was correspondence between the then Director of Works & Services and the owner of Red Hall regarding preliminary investigations to allow for accurate estimate of costs of providing these works. Due to staff shortages these estimates were not carried out but the owner still feels that equity demands that his properties should also be similarly connected.

2.6 At a meeting of 27 July 1989 the Highways Committee resolved to explore the possibility through a feasibility study of providing a service for the provision of first time drainage to existing unconnected properties. At that time the Council had identified some 64 properties that would require this service.

2.7 In 1991 the feasibility study of properties that would require first time drainage was abandoned due to a cut in the Council’s Capital spending programme.

2.8 In 1994 Thames Water Utilities sewer management estimate for providing the sewer connection for these four properties amounted to £57,500.

3.
Reasons for Recommendation
3.1 The decision of the Highways Committee on 27 July 1989 has not been rescinded in regard to undertaking a feasibility study and to the provision of first time drainage to existing unconnected properties.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The works set out in this report do not form a part of any of the Council’s priorities, beyond the incidental effect on public health (which has so far not been endangered by the present arrangements).  The cost of the provision of a   main sewer connection for these four properties will be considerable. An exact estimate cannot be given until a new survey is carried out but the estimate in 1994 was £57,500.

  5.
Financial, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Website and Risk Management Implications
  5.1
There is no budgetary provision for undertaking a feasibility study or the provision of first time drainage to existing unconnected properties.

6.
Legal Implications

6.1
None specific

7.  
Recommendation
7.1 That the Executive Committee be asked to approve:

1. That the Panel resolve not to requisition for first time drainage to the four 

      properties in Redhall Lane at the Council’s expense.

2. That the Panel recommends that the decision of the former Housing 

     Committee of 27 July 1989 to undertake a feasibility study and determine a  

     formal policy on first time drainage be rescinded.
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Report prepared by: Roland Childerhouse, Chief Valuer. 


The recommendations contained in this report DO NOT constitute a KEY DECISION.

