LEISURE, WELLBEING AND HEALTH COMMITTEE

6 SEPTEMBER 2017

PART   I –   DELEGATED

7. 
CHORLEYWOOD PLAY SPACE


(DCES)
ADDENDUM – ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1.
Summary
Three Rivers District Council (TRDC) officers met with Chorleywood Parish Council officers, following the publication of the Committee report. The recent play and nature project developed by Chorleywood Parish Council was discussed, along with the wider vision for the Common. As a result of this, TRDC Officers propose working in partnership with the Parish Council to complement this scheme at site 15A.

2.
Details

2.1
Chorleywood Parish Council installed 2 “Wildwood Dens” on Chorleywood Common in July 2017. Every “Wildwood Den” is unique and the ones installed on Chorleywood Common incorporate different elements of climbing, catering for varying ages and abilities (Appendix A).
2.2
In addition to the Wildwood Dens, carvings and sensory items have also been installed to educate and provide playful opportunities for visitors to the Common. Alongside these, there are activity sheets and information guides, which people can download and print (see Appendix B for full information on the existing Parish Council offer).
2.3
Officers propose to work in partnership with Chorleywood Parish Council to develop a “Wildwood Den” at site 15A. This would be a larger, multi-faceted unit, which will also incorporate natural coloured rope pieces and a hammock, and would be designed to complement the wider play features of the Common. 
2.4
“Wildwood UK” have developed an initial concept design, showcasing what could be achieved at site 15A (Appendix C).

2.5
All items conform to BS EN 1176 and BS EN 1177, which are the required safety standards for play equipment and safety surfacing. In addition, depending on conditions, the units can last around 50 years and need minimal maintenance.
2.6
The proposal would also include workshops and consultation with local children and their families and Chorleywood Parish Council to produce a final design, which would be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate and Three Rivers District Council.

2.7
Timescales would need to be adjusted to incorporate this stage, therefore amended approximate timescales would be:

	Item
	Timescales

	Workshops and consultation with Chorleywood school children and their families and Chorleywood Parish Council
	September – October 2017

	Appoint a project manager and principal designer to assist in the planning application process and subsequent procurement (subject to the outcome of the planning application)
	September 2017

	Procurement (contract will not be awarded until Planning Approval)
	November 2017 – January 2018

	Planning Application – Three Rivers District Council
	February 2018

	Subject to Planning Application outcome, submit a S38 planning application to the Planning Inspectorate
	March/April 2018

13 – 14 weeks (could be a judicial review which would be 6 weeks)

	Approval or Public Inquiry outcome
	June/July 2018

	Public Inquiry
	Announced 6 weeks in advance prior to the Inquiry taking place, however there is a 6 month lead in time for an inspector to assess the application. The timescales for this remain unclear at this stage. 

March 2019

	Outcome of Public Inquiry
	March/April 2019

	Tree removal
	September 2019 (due to bird nesting season)

	Installation 
	September – October 2019

	Installation and tree removal (if a Public Inquiry is not required)
	September 2018 (due to bird nesting season)


3.
Recommendations
The following recommendations supersede the original recommendations within the main report at point 14.1.
The Leisure, Wellbeing and Health Committee agree:

14.1
To proceed with the timetable as detailed at 2.7, which includes submitting a planning application to Three Rivers District Council and the Planning Inspectorate for site 15A on Chorleywood Common.

3.1
Three Rivers District Council works in partnership with Chorleywood Parish Council and local school children and their families to produce a natural play space at site 15A, which complements their existing play elements, including climbing, rope play and sensory features. 
Addendum appendix A – Photos of existing “Wildwood Dens” on Chorleywood Common
Addendum appendix B – Parish Council offer, including map a site map and brief of projects
Addendum appendix C – Wildwood UK initial concept design
