REGULATORY SERVICES COMMITTEE       
6 DECEMBER 2017
PART I DELEGATED 

  9
REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES

(CED)
1.
Summary
1.1 To receive details following the consultation on Polling Districts and Polling 

Places within the Three Rivers District.

1.2 To receive details following the review of Abbots Langley parish ward 


boundaries within the Three Rivers District.
2.
Details

2.1
This report of the Returning Officer sets out proposed changes to polling districts and polling places following a consultation process carried out in accordance with the Electoral Administration Act 2006.  In addition the report proposes an amendment to the ward parish arrangements in Abbots Langley Parish confirmed by the LGBCE in The Hertfordshire (Electoral Changes) Order 2015.
3.
Background
3.1
A public notice was published on 24 October 2017 detailing the arrangements for the review of Polling Districts and Places.  The review ran until 15 November 2017 inviting representations and comments from electors, elected representatives, local politicians as well as organisations who have an interest and expertise in regards to access of premises for people with disabilities.

3.2
Copies of the notice were sent to:

· All District Councillors

· County Councillors for the area

· Parish Councils

· Disability Groups

· Political Parties

· Returning Officers (shared parliamentary boundary areas)
3.3
The notification sought comments on the existing Polling Districts & Places and asked for suggestions for possible alternative proposals. 

3.4
In December 2013, Council delegated to Regulatory Services Committee the approval of Polling Districts and Polling Places in respect of the District and Parish Wards. (Minute RG20/13 and CL59/13 [Regulatory Services] refer).

3.5
Members may recall the previous LGBCE Hertfordshire County Council review of 2013 resulting in polling district changes to the following wards: Oxhey Hall & Hayling, Chorleywood South & Maple Cross, Leavesden, Abbots Langley & Bedmond and South Oxhey.
3.6
A Polling District is the area created by the division of Wards within which a Polling Place can be determined which is convenient for voters.

3.7
The Polling Place is the building in which Polling Stations will be situated by the Returning Officer.  The Polling Station is the room or building in which the voting takes place.  The Polling Place must be accessible to all voters.

4.
Outcome of the Consultation
4.1
Representations, comments and proposals were received and published on the council’s website (see Appendix A).

http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/egcl-page/elections
5.
PROPOSED CHANGES

5.1
Chorleywood North and Sarratt Ward:
· Transfer of approx. 300 voters from BAAA polling district to BAC polling district (Betjeman Gardens, Colley Land, Common Road (part), Darvells Yard, Homefield Road, Old Common Road and Station Approach.

Potential savings = £0

5.2
Chorleywood South & Maple Cross Ward
· Polling District CHC to merge with Polling District CHB 
· (Voters moving from West Hyde Youth Centre, West Hyde, Rickmansworth WD3 1NY to Community Centre, Longcroft Road, Maple Cross, Rickmansworth WD3 9TJ)
Potential savings of £650.00
5.3
Moor Park & Eastbury Ward

· Polling District CDC to merge with Polling District CEA (Voters moving from St. Mary’s Primary School Annexe, Rickmansworth WD3 9XL to Portacabin, Moor Park Station, Northwood HA6 2JQ)
Potential savings = £0

5.4
Oxhey Hall & Hayling Ward

· Polling District DCAA to merge with Polling District DCA (Voters moving from Portacabin, Oxhey Pavilion Car Park, Green Lane Oxhey WD19 4LT)
Potential savings = £1,850.00
5.5
South Oxhey Ward

· New Polling District DCDA created taking 7 streets from Polling District DCD (Ainsdale Road, Fairfield Avenue, Ferryhills Close, Gosforth Lane, Lincoln Drive, Matlock Crescent & Otley Way) to vote at All Saints’ Church, Gosforth Lane, South Oxhey WD19 7AX.

Potential savings = £0

6.
Following a meeting of the council’s Constitution Working Party in March 2017 a  

proposal has been put forward by Councillor Sara Bedford to change the parish 


electoral arrangements in Abbots Langley Parish.

6.1

The proposals will result in the amalgamation of Hunton Bridge & Langleybury  



and Hunton Park Parish wards into a new parish ward called Hunton Bridge in



order to address electoral inequalities as detailed below following the SI order



coming into force in May 2019.  Abbots Langley Parish Ward Councillors are all 
in agreement with this proposal.

6.2
The number of parish councillors will remain unchanged at 15.  Abbots Langley
West parish ward will increase from 1 to 2 councillors. Hunton Bridge will 

remain at 1 councillor.

6.3
The LGBCE have been consulted on the proposal and have commented as 


follows:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

(Awaiting comment – verbal update to be given)
6.4
Extract from meeting of Constitution Working Group March 2017

Abbots Langley Parish – Review of Ward Boundaries

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) review of the electoral arrangements for Hertfordshire County Council included a review of some parish electoral arrangements in Hertfordshire including Abbots Langley Parish Council. The final recommendation of the LGBCE review proposed that Abbots Langley Parish Council should return 15 Parish Councillors, as at present, representing seven wards: Abbots Langley (returning four members), Abbots Langley West (returning one member), Bedmond (returning one member), Hunton Bridge & Langleybury (returning one member), Hunton Park (returning one member), Leavesden (returning five members) and Primrose Hill (returning two members).  These proposals were confirmed by the Hertfordshire (Electoral Changes) Order 2015 (SI 2015-1873) to come into effect from the next parish elections in 2019. The proposed ward boundaries based on the electorate figures used for the Hertfordshire County review in some cases produce a level of electoral inequality greater than would normally be acceptable.  

The current electorates for the proposed parish wards are:

Abbots Langley (4 Councillors)                        3,975 electors (PDs; DAD & DAE)

Abbots Langley West (1 Councillor)                1,857 electors (PD; DAG)

Bedmond (1 Councillor)                                   1,161 electors (PD; DAB)

Hunton Bridge & Langleybury (1 Councillor)     417 electors (PD; DAFA)

Hunton Park (1 Councillor)                              785 electors (PD; DAFB) 

Leavesden (5 Councillors)                               5,658 electors 
                                                                       (PDs; DAH, DAI & DAJ)      Primrose Hill (2 Councillors)                           2,062 electors (PD; DAA)               

The total electorate for the parish is 15,915 so, applying the LGBCE’s usual methodology, the quota would be 1,061 (i.e. number of electors per councillor) and electoral areas should be no more than ∓ 10% from the quota.  It would therefore be appropriate to review those wards where a significant level of electoral inequality exists.

7.
Financial, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Public Health, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
7.1
None specific.

7.
Legal Implications

7.1
The Representation of the People Act 1983 section 18D requires that local authorities designate the Polling Places within their Parliamentary constituencies.  Under the Representation of the People Act 1983, Returning Officers have the right to use certain public buildings for use as polling stations at elections.
7.2
Section 18B (4) of the RPA 1983 states that in conducting a review of Polling Places the authority must:

a) Seek to ensure that all electors in the constituency have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the circumstances.

b) Seek to ensure that, so far as is reasonable to all electors, including those who are disabled, and when considering the designation of a Polling Place, must have regard to the accessibility needs of disabled persons.

7.3
In addition the Polling Place for a Polling District must be within the area of the district unless special circumstances make it desirable to designate an area either wholly or partly outside of the polling district.

7.4
It should be noted that voters can appeal any decision of the Council to the Electoral Commission who may direct any Local Authority to make alterations to any review outcome that they deem necessary.

7.5
The changes to Polling Districts and Places will take effect with the publication of the revised Register of Electors on 1 February 2018 and take immediate effect for all elections commencing with the District Council and Parish Polls taking place on 3 May 2018, and for every four years thereafter.

8.
Recommendation
8.1
That the Committee consider the changes set out in this report in relation to Chorleywood North & Sarratt, Chorleywood South & Maple Cross, Moor Park & Eastbury, Oxhey Hall & Hayling and South Oxhey wards, and to Abbots Langley parish ward.

Report prepared by: Michael Summerville, Electoral Services Manager.

Background Papers


Guidance from the Electoral Commission.

The Hertfordshire (Electoral Changes) Order 2015 (SI No. 1873).

APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

Appendix A: Schedule of representations, comments and proposals on Polling
District and Place review (4 received).
Appendix B: (Acting) Returning Officer proposed schedule of Polling Districts & Places

Appendix A

The Labour Group is broadly content with the present arrangements, but believe there may be limited scope for improvement.  

We note that there is only the one Polling Place for the Polling District DCD and there are a large numbers of voters at the Parish Council Hall in Oxhey Drive.  The number of voters is set to increase with the redevelopment of the precinct area.

The Polling District is not well served by public buildings and indeed one Polling District (DCF) still has to vote at a school as there is nowhere else that is practicable or convenient for that part of the estate.  It would be possible to reduce the reliance upon the Parish Council Hall in Oxhey Drive were a limited number of voters to use All Saints’ Church polling station in Gosforth Lane instead.

It would require a new Polling District but this should not be an impediment.  

Electors presently in polling district DCD in Ainsdale Road, Fairfield Avenue, Ferryhills Close, Gosforth Lane, Lincoln Drive and Matlock Crescent and Otley Way would be as near, if not nearer, than their present polling station if they voted at All Saints Church polling station instead.  

We have not detected any demand for any reduction in the number of Polling Places in South Oxhey from residents which would, of course, only make it more difficult for them to cast their vote in person.  We do not consider making it more difficult for South Oxhey residents to vote is the object of, or within the scope of this review.

Three Rivers District Labour Group

Received 4 November 2017

Please keep 

All Saints' Church, Gosforth Lane, South Oxhey, Watford,

Hertfordshire, WD19 7AX as a polling station

 

Don Goff, local resident

Received 6 November 2017

Primrose Hill Polling Station – Definitely a portacabin
I didn't get in touch because I wrote to Matthew Bedford.

Our portacabin is most important to us as we lost our polling station when they redeveloped the Ovaltine site and left us destitute with just a clapped out caravan.   We might get wet and cold in the car park but it is all the space we have in this area.

There is now absolutely no where else for us except the portacabin.   People queuing to vote have to face whatever the weather throws at us but at least the portacabin is indoors with its sloping, disabled entrance which is an improvement from the caravan we had when I was first councillor with its dangerous steps.

We need it whatever the cost.

Councillor Joy Mann

 Gade Valley Ward

Received 14 November 2017

We propose the committee consider some changes to existing Polling Districts, as set out below.

We have looked in particular at those polling stations serving small numbers of electors, and in particular where they are not mandated as a result of different boundaries for parish, district, country and parliamentary elections. These suggestions are intended to strike a reasonable balance between ensuring all electors have a conveniently located polling station; and ensuring effective and cost-effective management of elections.

	Polling District
	Polling Place & Polling Station Address
	Current Electorate

(Full)
	Suggestion

	BAC
	First Chorleywood Scout Headquarters, Chorleywood, WD3 5QN
	288
	Transfer additional electors from BAAA:

Betjeman Gardens;

Colley Land;

Common Road up to Darvells Yard;

Darvells Yard;

Homefield Road;

Old Common Road;

Station Approach.

These electors all closer to BAC polling station than to existing.

(approx. additional 240 voters)

	CDC
	St Mary's Primary School Annexe, Rickmansworth, WD3 1NY
	146
	Abolish polling district (merge into CEA) - same parish ward, district ward and county division as CEA; existing polling station far outside polling district; very few electors affected and most are closer to CEA polling station than to existing polling station.

	CHC
	West Hyde Youth Centre, West Hyde, WD3 9XL
	108
	Abolish polling district (merge into CHB) – unparished, same district ward and county division as CHB; affects very few electors (even fewer in walking distance of existing polling station) and CHB polling station is only around ½ mile away by road.

	DCAA
	Mobile Polling Station @ Oxhey Pavilion Car Park, Green Lane, Oxhey, WD19 4LT
	841
	Abolish polling district (merge into DCA) - same parish ward, district ward and county division as DCA; existing mobile polling station very unsatisfactory due to poor disabled access; carpark location is out of the way and has poor lighting (especially if election not in summer); many DCAA voters are as close or closer to existing DCA polling station; no evidence of increased turnout since previous split from DCA.


Councillor Matthew Bedford

Received 15 November 2017


