  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 27 NOVEMBER 2006

HOUSING AND ENVIRONMENT POLICY PANEL – 7 NOVEMBER 2006

  
PART   I DELEGATED   
14a.  
  MOOR PARK CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL


(DLE  ) 

1.
Summary
1.1
  To adopt the Moor Park Conservation Area Appraisal (October 2006) as a statement of Council Policy for it to be used as a material consideration when assessing applications for alteration, demolition of and construction of dwellings in the Moor Park Conservation Area.

2.
Details

2.1
  The Moor Park Conservation Area Appraisal (October 2006) is an updated version of the draft Moor Park Supplementary Planning Guidance document which was approved by the Executive Committee for consultation in 2003, which was a revised version of the original SPG which was approved in 1995. The Moor Park Conservation Area Appraisal (Appendix 1 & 2) has been subject to public consultation between July and October 2006.  Amendments have been made in response to representations received and through discussions/correspondence with Moor Park (1958) Ltd, the estate company for Moor Park. (Appendices 3 to 6).

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  The Moor Park Conservation Area Appraisal, once approved by the Executive Committee, will be used as a material consideration in the determination of planning applications and as a basis for developing initiatives to preserve and/or enhance the conservation area and prevent unsuitable development. It is intended that the document will, in due course, be adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document in conjunction with the emerging Local Development Framework.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy as set out in the Strategic Plan to implement the Local Development Framework, and budgets.  
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
  None. Consultation and document preparation has been undertaken from existing revenue budgets.

6.
Legal Implications
6.1   

  

  Conservation Areas were introduced by the Civic Amenities Act of 1967. The power to designate is now included in the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. It is the duty of the local planning authority to decide which parts of the area they administer are areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance through formal designation, and to prepare Appraisals for their enhancement.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
  None specific.

8.
Staffing Implications
8.1
  Conservation Area issues are currently dealt with by a retained specialist officer funded by the Planning Delivery Grant and based in the Local Plans Section. 

9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  The Moor Park Conservation Area Appraisal supports the Council’s aim to “Protect and enhance the environment” and supports the Local Plan aim to protect elements of the built environment.

10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
  None specific.

11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
  The CSC will be briefed to advise on whom to contact regarding policy applying to conservation areas.

12.
Website Implications
12.1
  Information about policies affecting conservation area is available on the website. The Moor Park Conservation Area Appraisal will be made available to download from the Council’s website.

13.
Risk Management Implications
13.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http//www.threerivers.gov.uk . The risk management implications of this report are detailed below. 

13.2
The subject of this report is covered by the Development Plans and Transportation service plan. Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within this plan.

13.3
The following table gives the risks if the recommendation is agreed, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood: 

Description of Risk
Impact
Likelihood

1
Conservation Area designation does not prevent new development
III
C

2
The Moor Park Appraisal will not have statutory status until it is included formally within the Local Development Framework. Objections made as part of that process could result in the appraisal having to be modified.
III
C

3
Linked to 2) above, adoption of the Appraisal as a statement of the Council’s policies will not necessarily assist the Council on appeal.
III
C

13.4
The following table gives the risks that would exist if the recommendation is rejected, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood:
Description of Risk
Impact
Likelihood

4
Without an up to date appraisal the character of the area is at risk from unsympathetic development and the Council will find it more difficult to defend appeals.
III
C

13.5
The risks detailed above are already managed within a service plan.

13.6
The above risks are plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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13.7
In the officers’ opinion none of the new risks above, were they to come about, would seriously prejudice the achievement of the Strategic Plan, and are therefore operational risks. The effectiveness of treatment plans are reviewed by the Audit Committee annually.

14.  
Recommendation
14.1 That   the Moor Park Conservation Area Appraisal be recommended to the 

Executive Committee to be adopted as a statement of Council policy and

used as a material consideration in the determination of planning applications

in the conservation area.
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