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POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE

MINUTES
Of a meeting held in the Penn Chamber, Three Rivers House, Rickmansworth,

on 17 July 2017 between 7.30pm and 9.00pm and from 9.05pm to 9.27pm.
Councillors present:

Sara Bedford (Chairman) 
Chris Lloyd (Vice-Chairman) Leisure, Community and Wellbeing)

Rupert Barnes
Andrew Scarth (sub for Cllr Matthew Bedford)

	Phil Brading (Public Services)

Stephen King (sub for Cllr Stephen Cox)
Stephen Giles-Medhurst (Economic Development, Sustainability and Transport)
Paula Hiscocks

Ralph Sangster (sub for Cllr Alex Hayward)
Reena Ranger (sub for Cllr Ty Harris)
	Angela Killick

David Sansom

Alison Scarth (Health)
Roger Seabourne (Community Safety)

Martin Trevett (Housing, Planning, and Strategic Schemes)



	
	


Officers Present:
Steven Halls, Chief Executive



Geof Muggeridge, Director of Community and Environmental Services




Joanne Wagstaffe, Director of Finance




Andy Stovold, Head of Community Partnerships




Kimberley Grout, Head of Housing Services




Claire May, Principal Planning Officer




Josh Sills, Venue Manager




Alan Head, Head of Major Projects and Property



Sarah Haythorpe, Principal Committee Manager
In attendance: Councillors Diana Barber, Debbie Morris and Batchworth Community Councillor Patrick Heanen.

Around 100 members of the public.

PR11/17
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Matthew Bedford, Stephen Cox, Ty Harris and Alex Hayward the substitute members being Councillors Andrew Scarth, Stephen King, Reena Ranger and Ralph Sangster.
PR12/17
MINUTES

The minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee meeting held on 12 June 2017 were confirmed as a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.
  
PR13/17
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS




None received.

PR14/17
NOTICE OF OTHER BUSINESS
The Chairman ruled that the following item of business had not been available 5 clear working days before the meeting but was of sufficient urgency to be taken as an urgent item for the following reason:
The Potential Transfer of Governance of Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service from Hertfordshire County Council to the Police and Crime Commissioner.
To ensure that the Council provided support to the objection raised by Herts County Council to the change of governance.
PR15/17
FOR THE COMMITTEE TO RECEIVE A PETITION
The Committee noted that an e-petition had been received in the following terms:

We the undersigned petition the Council to install double yellow lines outside Shepherd Primary School and a path across King George V Playing Fields and introduce a PSPO (Public Space Protection Order) to make the area safe.

Background information:
Shepherds Lane is particularly busy at times, especially with parents and young children who have buggies/scooters/bikes with them. There are increasing numbers of people parking inconsiderately/illegally on Shepherds Lane by Shepherd Primary School meaning that it is no longer possible for traffic, especially buses, to pass freely along the road. During school drop off/pick up times there is such a plethora of cars parked that pedestrians are unable to see to cross the road safely and sometimes have difficulty passing cars that are parked on the pavement.
There have incidents where children have been at real risk of severe injury and it is inevitable that there will eventually be a serious accident if the situation is allowed to continue.

Local residents frequently contact the school regarding the parking as they are unable to access their properties and/or are concerned about the safety of the children.


We call upon the Council to take steps to make Shepherds Lane (around Shepherd Primary School) safe for cars, buses and pedestrians by providing double yellow lines on Shepherds Lane, a path from the public car park opposite William Penn Leisure Centre to the school gate on King George V Playing Fields and a PSPO (Public Space Protection Order) to make the area safe.”
The Committee were advised that due to a function taking place at the school tonight the Head teacher was unable to attend the meeting to present the petition.  The Committee noted that the Head teacher had passed on comments to Officers with regard to the functionality of the e-petition system and Officers would be liaising with the software provider regarding these points.



RESOLVED:



That the e-petition be noted.

PR16/17
STREET ENFORCEMENT PILOT PROJECT AND THE USE OF THE ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR, CRIME AND POLICING ACT 2014

This report sought authorisation to go out to formal consultation on the making of a Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) relating to anti-social parking in accordance with the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (“the Act).  This would apply to a specified area around Shepherd Primary School, Shepherd’s Lane, Mill End.

The Head of Community Partnerships advised an amendment to paragraph 2.5, point 5 the PSPO to be in operation from 2.30pm to 3.45pm and to form part of the consultation.

Councillor Roger Seabourne proposed, duly seconded, the recommendations at 13.1 and 13.2 of the report.  He said the report was very comprehensive.  This was going to be a pilot scheme to evaluate if the PSPO could address the parking problems outside the school.

A Member said parking outside many of the schools in the District was a problem and welcomed the trial scheme.  With regard to the footpath detailed in paragraph 2.3.8 of the report and the re-routing of the footpath, the Lead Member for Community Safety advised that it was hoped the footpath could be considered as part of the scheme.  It was hoped that some of the Member Locality Budget may be available to re-route the footpath.

On being put to the Committee the motion was declared CARRIED the voting being unanimous.


RESOLVED:

1) To agree to go out to formal consultation on the making of a Public Spaces Protection Order relating to anti-social parking and road safety for Shepherd Primary School as outlined in 2.5.4 to 2.5.7; and
2) To consider the results of the consultation at a future meeting of this Committee. Any final decision to make a PSPO would need to be referred to Council.
PR17/17
MOTION ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE WRVS SITE
The following motion has been referred to this Committee to consider, proposed by Councillor Ralph Sangster, seconded by Councillor Paula Hiscocks.

"The concerned residents of Rickmansworth call upon this Council to abandon its proposal to develop the WRVS site in the Bury. It is an ill-conceived and poorly designed scheme which will significantly harm a local conservation area and nearby heritage assets and establishes socially unacceptable standards of accommodation for vulnerable members of our society.
 
The concerned residents of Rickmansworth require this Council to find an alternative location within the local area which is capable of providing acceptable accommodation at standards which reflect the needs of families and their children."

The Chairman agreed to take the item as a formal report and not as a motion which therefore allowed members of the public to speak for and against the item.
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 35 (B) Mrs Burns spoke in support of the motion.
The Chairman read out a statement from a local resident in Ebury Road in support of the proposed development on the WRVS site in the Bury. 
Members made the following comments:

· The development was about money and not about meeting the social need to provide temporary accommodation for homeless families.  There would be no internal or outside amenity space, no parking, the site was on a flood plain, it would be harmful to the Conservation Area and the Bury.  The Administration had put in the budget income being received of £140k and a £200k revenue saving.  
· The Conservation Officer had not objected to the application and the Council had a statutory obligation to provide temporary accommodation.

· The site should be for permanent accommodation.  The Council had a duty to the homeless families to find suitable accommodation but this site was not suitable.  Alternative sites should be considered such as the depot in Harefield Road, the Council’s car park, space in Three Rivers House and William Penn.
· Officers had looked at several sites in the District but they were unlikely to provide the number of dwellings needed to cover what this site could provide.

· There would be no on-site support and no social services.  The families could spend between 30-800 days in two rooms one being used as a living, dining and bedroom with a small kitchen and bathroom with no windows.
· The temporary accommodation being provided in Harlow was smaller than this accommodation.  The Council had the opportunity to provide 64 homeless families with accommodation in Three Rivers.  
· The hall should be retained as had been the case in Croxley Green and Chorleywood.  

· The increase in homelessness was out of the Council’s control due to Central Government cuts to benefits and social grant.
· There were currently 22 families being housed in Harlow and another 44 being housed outside the District in places like Slough, Bushey, Potters Bar, Bedford and Luton. 
· Feedback received on the WRVS in Mill End was they were happy in the new location and no-one had expressed concern there was not enough places on the bus service provided.

The Parish Council wished to support the motion and were opposed to the development.


On being put to the Committee the motion was declared LOST the voting being 6 For, 9 Against and 0 Abstentions.

RESOLVED:


That the motion be LOST.

PR18/07  
WATERSMEET BUSINESS PLAN   – CHANGE OF ‘HIRE ONLY’ POLICY 

This report recommended that the ‘hire only’ policy at Watersmeet be changed to allow the venue to promote events and live performances so that the venue can meet its targets set out in Appendix 1 - Watersmeet Business Plan 2016-19, increase revenue and continue to explore commercialisation opportunities. 

Councillor Chris Lloyd thanked the Venue Manager for a comprehensive report and said the Leisure, Wellbeing and Health Committee Members also supported the change in policy.  He moved, seconded by Councillor Phil Brading, the recommendation to approve the change in policy.

A Member thanked Officers for the success of the showing of the films at Watersmeet and welcomed the change to the policy.

On being put to the Committee the motion was declared CARRIED the voting being unanimous.

RESOLVED:

  Approved the policy change to allow Watersmeet to promote and co-promote events and live performances.

PR19/07
ISSUES & OPTIONS AND CALL FOR SITES CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

To seek Members’ approval for a public consultation on the Issues & Options and Call for Sites Consultation Document (Appendix 1 to the report and had been updated by Officers) lasting for a period of six weeks, commencing on 28 July 2017.
Officers were seeking permission from the Committee to go out for consultation calling for sites and land for development for the next plan period.  The Council needed to provide 500 new dwellings each year over the next 20 years with half to be for affordable housing.

The Lead Member for Housing, Planning and Strategic Schemes said this was the start of a long and difficult process.  A series of briefings were to be organised for all Councillors to attend and it would be beneficial if the Parish Councillors were also invited to help inform them when preparing their Neighbourhood Plan.
Members raised the following points:

· the issues and options document painted an optimistic picture with regard to transport links. 

· Could details on the consultation be placed in the local My Group magazines forewarning residents.

· On page 7 it was noted the library was in South Oxhey not Oxhey Hall.

· On page 11 the dwellings to be built may need to be built higher.
· On employment land it was important the Council listened to the businesses and provided what they wanted.

· The information on shared ownership needed to be made clearer.

· Page 12/13, question 3 (b) could smaller units be considered where there had been one unit.

· The need to work in partnership with other Councils and the potential Croxley rail link needs to be brought back.  There was a requirement to protect areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
· In some areas of the District houses on a single plot were being redeveloped with smaller units which changed the character of the road. Were Members prepared to see this across the District?
Councillor Martin Trevett moved, duly seconded, the recommendations as set out at paragraph 15.1 to the report.

On being put to the Committee the motion was declared CARRIED the voting being unanimous.

RESOLVED:
Subject to minor changes, delegated to the Director of Community & Environmental Services in consultation with the Portfolio Holder, approve the draft Issues & Options and Call for Sites Consultation Document (as set out in Appendix 1) for a six-week consultation period commencing on 28 July 2017. 

PR19/17
WORK PROGRAMME


To agree the work programme.


The Committee agreed to add the following items of business to the work programme:


A report on Japanese Knotweed – to agree a process for the Council.


The results of the Consultation on the Council Tax Reduction Scheme.


RESOLVED:


That the work programme be agreed subject to the addition of the two items raised above.

PR20/17
THE POTENTIAL TRANSFER OF GOVERNANCE OF HERTFORDSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE FROM HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL TO THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER
Councillor Stephen Giles-Medhurst, seconded by Councillor Ralph Sangster, moved a motion for agreement by the Committee as follows:

That Three Rivers District Council supports the objection raised by Herts County Council to the change of Governance and in particular highlights the following concerns:
“The HFRS has been the responsibility of Hertfordshire County Council for seventy years.  Effective oversight has been provided through the seventy eight elected members of the Council, the Council Cabinet and the Community Safety Directorate.  



The proposed transfer would create a democratic deficit, with limited oversight.

The services provided by HFRS go far beyond their primary emergency response services.  Programmes such as “Safe and Well” provide prevention and safety advice to some of the country’s most vulnerable residents.  These services would be at risk under any governance transfer.  

As part of the Community Protection Directorate HFRS has delivered positive outcomes across multiple cross-service partnerships.  These initiatives were commended in an October 2016 peer review.

The report refers to potential cost savings that would arise from the transfer of governance, but does not detail from where these savings would be made.

Members agreed that there was a need for the re provisioning of HFRS as the nature of the operational requirements change.  Innovative changes such as locating other county services, libraries, etc. on sometimes extensive HRS sites but this can be best addressed with the HFRS being part of the wider County Council structure.”
RESOLVED:

That Three Rivers District Council supports the objection raised by Herts County Council to the change of Governance and in particular highlights the following concerns:

The HFRS has been the responsibility of Hertfordshire County Council for seventy years.  Effective oversight has been provided through the seventy eight elected members of the Council, the Council Cabinet and the Community Safety Directorate.  



The proposed transfer would create a democratic deficit, with limited oversight.

The services provided by HFRS go far beyond their primary emergency response services.  Programmes such as “Safe and Well” provide prevention and safety advice to some of the country’s most vulnerable residents.  These services would be at risk under any governance transfer.  

As part of the Community Protection Directorate HFRS has delivered positive outcomes across multiple cross-service partnerships.  These initiatives were commended in an October 2016 peer review.

The report refers to potential cost savings that would arise from the transfer of governance, but does not detail from where these savings would be made.

Members agreed that there was a need for the re provisioning of HFRS as the nature of the operational requirements change.  Innovative changes such as locating other county services, libraries, etc. on sometimes extensive HRS sites but this can be best addressed with the HFRS being part of the wider County Council structure.
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