APPENDIX 2

Dear Councillor

Designation of Loudwater Outer Conservation Area and Article 4 Direction

Further to the discussion at Executive Committee on 6 February 2006 I am writing to clarify the difference between an Article 4(1) direction and an Article 4(2) direction.

Article 4 directions are made under the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995.[GPDO] They remove permitted development rights, and require planning consent to be obtained for alterations which contribute to the character of the Conservation Area.  They are made either under Article 4(1) or Article 4(2) depending on whether the properties front a private road or a public highway. 

The existing Loudwater Conservation Area is covered by an Article 4(1) direction because the dwellings front private estate roads. Article 4(1) directions do not require prior approval of the Secretary of State but do require his approval to remain in force after the initial six month period.  
Article 4(2) directions, such as the new one for the Chorleywood Station Estate, based on public highways, do not require any approval of the Secretary of State. In these cases the local planning authority is both the making and the confirming authority and the process is simpler.  

Because the proposed new Loudwater Outer Conservation Area involves some private roads as well as public roads the direction will have to be made under Article 4(1). It will require a detailed survey and assessment of the special character and appearance of the area, for submission to the Secretary of State. The Loudwater Residents’ Association has offered its assistance in putting the evidence together. Past experience shows that the survey must be very thorough and that the Secretary of State will not grant the direction until completely satisfied with the detailed inventory of properties and their character.

For clarification, if approved the Article 4(1) direction will require applicants to seek planning permission from the Council for a range of works which could normally be done without consent. These include: -

· Alteration, installation or replacement of doors and windows 

· Alterations to a roof/chimney or removal of a chimney 

· Any enlargement, improvement, alteration such as an extension or changes to architectural features (including building a porch) 

· Provision of a hard surface 

· The erection, construction, improvement, alteration of a fence, gate, wall etc 

· Exterior painting of previously unpainted surfaces or changes of external colour schemes, or covering walls by render or like finishes 

· The installation, alteration or replacement of a satellite dish or antenna 

I hope that this clarifies the difference between the two types of Article 4 directions. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further queries.

Yours sincerely

