  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 21 JULY 2008

PART I – DELEGATED

9.  
CONSIDERATION OF   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Summary


  

  To receive the recommendations of the Sustainable Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 10 June 2008 in relation to the following items on the agenda for the Executive Committee on 21 July 2008.

Agenda Item 9a - A   New Housing Allocation Policy and Herts Choice Homes Sub-Regional Choice Based Letting Scheme

Agenda item 9b - The Housing Renewal Grants (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2008 and The Disabled Facilities Grants (Maximum Amount and Additional Purposes (England) Order 2008


SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT

Agenda Item 9a – A   New Housing Allocation Policy and Herts Choice Homes Sub-Regional Choice Based Letting Scheme

that the Executive Committee be recommended:-

(1)
that the feedback from the consultation exercises on the New Housing Allocation Policy and Herts Choice Homes Choice Based Lettings Schemes, including Main Consultation findings at Appendix B, BME and Vulnerable Groups Consultation findings at Appendix C and the Council’s response to the consultation at Appendix D to the report be noted;

(2)
that the New Housing Allocation Policy with the key bulleted features as below (and contained in Appendix A to the report) be implemented from 1 August 2008:
· Priority will be given to applicants on the housing register if the applicant has a local connection to the district.

· Applicants will be held in 5 priority bands as follows:
· A - Urgent rehousing 

· B - Very high housing need 

· C - High housing need  

· D - Recognised

· E – Other housing requirement

· Properties will be advertised locally as agreed by Herts Choice Homes Consortium.

· Applicants will be housed through a bid process, with the accepted bid being that from the applicant with the earliest ‘applicable date’ and the highest band and local connection.

· Applicants will be limited to 2 property bids per advertising cycle or as agreed by the Herts Choice Homes Consortium.

· Homeless applicants and those awarded Band A priority may have time limited period status

· RSL tenants under occupying homes needed for other families will receive high priority 

· Applicants may move to smaller homes than their bedroom requirement (subject to RSL and statutory overcrowding conditions) and retain their application date while they wait for the ‘best fit’ home, without losing priority.

· 5% of vacant properties will be allocated through the sub-regional pool and not subject to local connection criteria; and
(3)
that delegated authority be granted to the Director of Community and Environmental Services in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for the Environment, to approve minor amendments to the Policy if required.
Agenda Item 9b - The Housing Renewal Grants (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2008 and The Disabled Facilities Grants (Maximum Amount and Additional Purposes (England) Order 2008
that the Executive Committee be recommended:
  (i)
that   Council impose the limited charge on adapted properties and demand repayment by the recipient of such part of the grant that exceeds £5000 but not an amount in excess of £10,000. 


(ii)
that if a property is sold due to the owner moving into long-term care accommodation, special consideration is given to that situation in relation to seeking recovery of Disabled Facilities Grant moneys paid.

Report prepared by:-



Nyack Semelo-Shaw, Head of Housing Needs and Strategy


Gloria Gillespie, Residential Standards Manager



Ted Massey, Chief Environmental Health Officer



Chris Fagan, Committee Manager
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