THREE RIVERS DISTRICT COUNCIL

At a meeting of the   Executive Committee held in the Penn Chamber, Three Rivers House, Rickmansworth, on Monday 9 March 2009 from 7.30    pm to 8.55 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 

 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 

 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT pm.

Present:
  Councillors    ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Ann Shaw OBE (Chairman), Matthew Bedford (Vice-Chairman), Phil Brading, David Sansom, Alison Scarth, Roger Seabourne, Ron Spellen, Martin Trevett and Chris Whately-Smith.

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Chris Hayward.

Also in attendance:  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Councillor Councillors Tony Barton and Brian White. ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 
Officers:
 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Steven Halls
-
Chief Executive


Peter Brooker
-
Director of Community and Environmental Services


David Gardner
-
Director of Corporate Resources and Governance


Elwyn Wilson
-
Democratic Services Manager

  
EX114/08
MINUTES


The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 26 January 2009 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

EX115/08
NOTICE OF OTHER BUSINESS


The Chairman ruled that as the following reports and items which had not been available for five clear days before the meeting were of sufficient urgency to be considered by the Committee for the reasons indicated:


Item 10 – Thrive Homes – Rents


To ensure that Thrive Homes meets its obligations under the agreement signed with this Council in respect of the transfer of the housing stock in view of the recent statement by the Housing Minister concerning Council House rents.

EX116/08
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Councillor Phil Brading declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 6(a) Leisure and Community Grant applications as a volunteer for Watford and Three Rivers Home Start and Councillor David Sansom declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 7 Leisure and Community Grants as his son was a member of Croxley Green Guild of Sport and left the meeting during consideration of these applications.


RESOURCES

EX117/08
MORTGAGE ADVANCES -   INTEREST RATE


  The purpose of this report is to seek approval to the rate of interest charged on mortgages granted by the Council.


Mortgage interest rates are normally reported for the half years commencing 1 April and 1 October.  An additional report was submitted on 1 December 2008 because the Secretary of State declared on 21 November 2008 a decrease in the Standard National Rate of Interest from 1 December 2008, due to the downward trend in interest rates.


The reason for the recommendation was that the Secretary of State declared on 28 January 2009 a further decrease in the Standard National Rate of Interest from 2 February 2009, due to a continuation in the downward trend in interest rates. 


RESOLVED:-



that the rate of interest for variable mortgage advances made prior to 3 October 1980 shall be at 3.93% with effect from 2 March 2009. 


LEISURE AND COMMUNITY
EX118/08
  CONSIDERATION OF   RECOMMENDATION FROM THE LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


  

  The Committee received the recommendations of the Leisure and Community Safety Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 27 January 2009 in relation to the following item on the agenda for the Executive Committee on 9 March 2009:


Leisure and Community Grant Applications

The reason for the recommendation was that the Committee noted the supplemental information provided concerning the applications and therefore agreed that the grants should be increased to that applied for.


RESOLVED:-



that grants be awarded (subject to the conditions detailed in the Appendices of the report) to the following:-




£


Home Start (Watford and Three Rivers)

6,000


Special Connection




3,000


Canada Geese at   Rickmansworth Aquadrome Local Nature Reserve

The Committee agreed the recommendations from the Policy and Scrutiny Committee but wished it to be made clear that no work would be done to the island in Batchworth Lake until a further report had been received.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that the   preferred methods of controlling the number of Canada geese at the Aquadrome Local Nature Reserve be as follows:



to continue to implement the following measures:



(a)
to oil the eggs annually to control the amount of young.



(b)
to introduce a single bird feeding area during 2009, with signage to promote good feeding practice.


(2)
to refer the report to the Environmental Forum for consideration, to monitor the numbers of oiled eggs which fail to hatch and to obtain information on the outcome of studies at Chiltern Conservation and UK Airports and on research being undertaken by the Council’s Environmental Health Service, with a view to a further report being prepared for the Committee in 2009/10.

EX119/08
  
  LEISURE AND COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATIONS


  The Committee was asked to consider the fourth round of applications from groups and organisations for grant support from the Leisure and Community Grants 2008/09 revenue position. 


The applications to be considered are for Community Grants Friends of Carpenters Wood, Mill End and Community District Association and Leisure Grants to Old Danes Basketball Club, Apsley Papertrail Chorleywood Free Church and Croxley Guild Sports and Social Club.


Councillor Brading read out a statement which highlighted a number of his concerns about the Croxley Green Sports and Social Club :-

· Public Access rights had  become established and could not  be arbitrarily and unilaterally controlled by the Guild of Sport

· The Lease between the Council and Croxley Guild of Sport  did  not reflect the situation on the ground

· The intended purpose of the   grant application


He proposed that  the approval of the grant to the Croxley Guild of Sport and Social Club be delegated to the Director of Community and Environmental Services in consultation with the Portfolio Holder and Croxley Ward Members, on the understanding that the grant shall be approved, subject to the comments of the Leisure and Community Safety Policy and Scrutiny Committee, once general agreement has been reached with the Guild of Sport Management Committee as to its responsibilities under the Lease, its priorities for expenditure on repairs and refurbishment of its facilities, and the means of resolving current issues affecting the relationship between the Guild of Sport and the wider community in Croxley Green.


The Committee amended his proposal by deleting the word ‘general‘.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that   the Executive Committee approves the above recommendation for grant support subject to the comments of the Leisure and Community Safety Policy and Scrutiny Committee that a grant (subject to the conditions detailed in the Appendix) is awarded to the following:-






£



Friends of Carpenters Wood
500



Apsley Papertrail
2,500


Old Danes Basketball Club
900



Mill End and District Community Association
823



Chorleywood Free Church (Baptist)
1,000


(2)
The approval of the grant to the Croxley Guild of Sport and Social Club be delegated to the Director of Community and Environmental Services in consultation with the Portfolio holder and Croxley ward members, on the understanding that the grant shall be approved, subject to the comments of the Leisure and Community Safety Policy and Scrutiny Committee, once agreement has been reached with the Guild of Sport Management Committee as to its responsibilities under the Lease, its priorities for expenditure on repairs and refurbishment of its facilities, and the means of resolving current issues affecting the relationship between the Guild of Sport and the wider community in Croxley Green.


PUBLIC SERVICES AND HEALTH

EX120/08
  CONSIDERATION OF   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICES AND HEALTH POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


  

  To receive the recommendations of the Public Services and Health Policy and Scrutiny Committee held on 5 February 2009 in relation to the following items on the agenda for the Executive Committee on 9 March 2009:


Vehicle Maintenance Contract


A revised report had been circulated to Members of the Committee which addressed the points raised by the Public Services and Health Policy and Scrutiny Committee.  The Portfolio Holder therefore proposed that the original recommendation be adopted.  The reason for the recommendation was to safeguard the Council’s position with regard to road transportation legislation and value for money.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that the length of the vehicle maintenance contract be agreed at seven years with the possibility of an extension to 31 March 2018; and


(2)
that the award of the contract and accompanying lease of premises be delegated to the to the Director of Community and Environment Services in consultation with the Portfolio holder for Public Services and Health, Public Services and Health Policy and Scrutiny Committee chairman and group spokespersons.


Hertfordshire Waste Partnership – Inter Authority Agreement

The reason for the recommendation was to enable the Waste Partnership to meet its aim.


RESOLVED:-



that   the Director of Community and Environmental Services, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Public Services and Health, be given delegated authority to carry out the formal sign-off of the Interim Inter Authority Agreement on behalf of the council.  


Collection Calendars


The reason for the recommendation was to ensure inspectors can monitor deliveries of the calendars.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that in future years, the collection calendars are delivered by the refuse collection crews and are left hanging on the bins;


(2)
that those households with a Friday refuse collection have stickers placed on their bin on the collection before Good Friday to notify them that their next collection will be on Easter Saturday; and


(3)

In future years the collection arrangements for Christmas / New Year be scheduled as for 2008/09.


Food Standards Agency Audit – Progress Against the Action Plan


RECOMMENDED:-



that the (amended) draft new Food Enforcement Policy (Appendix 2 of the report) be recommended to Council for adoption.

EX121/08
  EXCEPTIONS TO PROCUREMENT PROCEDURE IN RELATION TO REMEDIAL WORKS TO DEFECTIVE SEWERS AT A SPECIFIC LOCATION


  The purpose of the report was to report the details relating to not advertising for expressions of interest to tender in respect of works to remedy defective sewers at two specific locations within the district.


The reason for the recommendation was that the works were of such urgent and specialist nature as not to permit the advertising for invitations to tender.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
agree to waive Contract Procedure Rules paragraph 6 (a)(ii) in respect of public advertisement; and


(2)
authorise the Director of Community and Environmental Services to accept the appropriate tender.

EX122/08
THRIVE HOMES – RENT


The Committee considered a report which outlined the present position concerning the level of rent to be paid by Thrive Homes’ tenants next year and the possible impact of an announcement by the Government to help support councils cut their planned rent increases for tenants in the current economic climate.  The reason for the recommendation was that Members were concerned that the Government would not be assisting tenants of Housing Associations in the same way.


RESOLVED:-



that a letter be sent to the Minister for Housing expressing the view of this Council that the support to be given to Council tenants in respect of limiting the percentage of rent increase in 2009/10 should be extended to tenants of Housing Associations.

EX123/08
 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED:-



that under Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined under paragraph 3 and 5 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act.  It has been decided by the Council that in all the circumstances, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.



LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY

EX124/08
  WILLIAM PENN LEISURE CENTRE REFURBISHMENT – PROGRESS REPORT


  This report updated Members on completion of the refurbishment of William Penn Leisure Centre following termination of the main contractor's employment.


RESOLVED:-


(1)
that officers work to ensure that the project is completed as soon as is practicable, within the Council’s quality and financial requirements;    


(2)
that officers report to members on any cost implications associated with delays to the project;


(3)
that subject to the continuing external legal advice received, action is taken to recover remedial and other costs as far as is practicable.


(4)  
that p  ublic access to the report be denied until the issue is resolved; and


(5)
  that public access to the report’s recommendations be immediate.

CHAIRMAN
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