PLANNING COMMITTEE – 21 JULY 2016
PART I - DELEGATED

5.
Consideration of Objections and Confirmation of Three Rivers (The Old Rectory, The Green, Sarratt) Tree Preservation Order 2016


(DCES)
1.
Summary
1.1
To consider objections made in respect of the Three Rivers (The Old Rectory, The Green, Sarratt) Tree Preservation Order 2016.  This report sets out the officer’s recommendations to confirm this Order without modification.

2.
Details

2.1
The Three Rivers (The Old Rectory, The Green, Sarratt) Tree Preservation Order 2016 was made on 5 April 2016. This order was made in response to a Section 211 Notice which was received on 8 March 2016. This notice (16/0548/TCA) outlined an intention to fell a Cypress and a Cedar in preparation for improvements to the front garden. The Officer recommendation which was circulated to Councillors was ‘No objection to the removal of the Cypress. The Cedar is visible from the Green and contributes to the character of the Sarratt Green Conservation Area, recommend serving a TPO to protect the Cedar’.

2.2
An objection has been submitted regarding the Order on the following basis:
a) The Tree T1 is not visible to the public and not an amenity. The tree sits behind other trees both situated in our front garden and on the Green itself (which surround an electricity sub-station).

b) Advice of Tree Surgeon’s taken. None of the tree surgeons asked to quote to remove the tree thought that there would be a problem with removing it. One tree surgeon was contacted after the TPO was made and could not understand why a TPO had been placed on the tree.

c) Neighbours tree works. Our neighbour has recently been permitted to fell many trees in their garden. Indeed one tree which was located near to Tree T1, was closer and more visible from the Green. We are unclear as to why we are being treated differently. Also, it would be unjust, in my view, that our property should have a TPO if one of the reasons was that our neighbour had a tree nearby felled. There should be a consistent approach to TPOs.

d) Works to our drive required. Our current driveway is in need of repair and replacement, as is our side garage. We plan to carry out such works (subject to obtaining planning permission) in an aesthetically appropriate way. It may not be possible to carry out such works if the TPO is upheld.

e) Offer of planting a new tree. If it helps, we would be willing to plant a new tree in replacement of the existing Tree T1, close to the boundary or pay for another tree to be planted on the Green, if our objection to the TPO is upheld. 
2.3
In response to the above objection:

a) The tree is partially obscured by the trees in front of the Old Rectory but is visible from the Green and will be more visible once the Cypress which was part of 16/0548/TCA is removed.
b) Sometimes objections to new TPOs are supported by reports prepared by Tree Surgeons or Arboricultural Consultants. No such supporting information has been submitted.
c) A Section 211 Notice was received from a neighbouring property in January 2016. The notice outlined an intention to remove 13 Lawsons Cypress trees. The Officer recommendation which was circulated to Councillors was ‘No objection, the only tree included in this notice which is visible from the Green is one in the corner of the front garden. The loss of the trees will not impact on the character of the Sarratt Green Conservation Area’. The Section 211 Notice which prompted the serving of TPO855, included an intention to remove a Cypress as well as the Cedar. The Cypress was not included in this TPO. Cedar trees have been planted in the British Isles since the 17th Century and are often found in the grounds of Country Houses and Rectorys. There are a number of other Cedar trees in the grounds of properties on the eastern side of Sarratt Green.  This Cedar has the potential to contribute to the landscape character of Sarratt for decades to come. 
d) Planning Applications are regularly received for sites with established trees. It is possible to carry out development works without impacting on trees. The Cypress tree which was also the subject of 16/0548/TCA is in the middle of the driveway and its removal will make any proposed works easier.
e) Sarratt Green is owned and managed by Sarratt Parish Council any offer to pay for trees to be planted on the Green should be addressed to them.    
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
There are two options available to the Committee:


(a)
Confirm the Order without modification.

(b)
Not to confirm the Order. This would mean that the tree/s would not be provided statutory protection and could be removed without any further notification requirement
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets. 

5.
Financial, Legal, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
5.1
None specific.

6.
Recommendation
6.1
That the objection is noted but that the Three Rivers (The Old Rectory, The Green, Sarratt) Tree Preservation Order 2016 is confirmed without modification.


Report prepared by: Terence Flynn, Landscape Officer
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