
 
RULE 11 – with tracked changes following P&R Committee on 30 

September 2020 
 
NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
(1) Notice of every motion to be moved at an ordinary meeting of the Council, other than a 

motion under Rule 12, shall be given in writing, signed by the mover and seconder and 
delivered not later than 8 working days before the publication of the summons to the 
Chief Executive. The notice shall state for which meeting of the council the notice is 
given. The notice shall be dated and numbered on receipt in the order in which it is 
received and entered onto a public register which shall be open to inspection by every 
Member of the Council.  

 
(2) All motions received must have a proposer and seconder. 
 
(3) The Chief Executive shall set out in the Agenda for every meeting of the Council all 

motions of which notice has been duly given in the order in which they have been 
received, unless the Members giving such a notice intimated in writing, when giving it, 
that they proposed to move it at some later meeting or have since withdrawn it in writing. 

 
(4) If a motion thus set out in the Agenda be not moved and seconded either by the Members 

who gave notice thereof or by some other Members on their behalf it shall, unless 
postponed by consent of the Council, be treated as withdrawn and shall not be moved 
without fresh notice. 

 
(5) The Chief Executive and Solicitor to the Council, in consultation with the Chair of the 

Council, shall decide, without discussion or debate, that the motion should be more 
appropriately referred to a Committee in which event it shall be placed on the agenda 
for the next available meeting of that Committee.  Details of motions so referred will be 
included on the summons as a record.  Otherwise, motions will be dealt with at the 
Council meeting to which they are submitted.   

 
(6) If a motion includes a proposal for the Council to take any significant policy decision 

substantive action  which is contrary to the Budget and Policy Framework or incur any 
expenditure in excess of £10k it shall only be considered in principle to the extent that 
either the matter is noted by the Council and or is referred to the relevant Committee or 
sub-Committee for consideration.  The motion shall not be moved or debated.  The 
minutes of the meeting will record the motion being received.  Any decision on the motion 
shall be made at a future meeting of the Council which shall not consider the matter 
without a full report on the policy, budget and financial implications together with any 
recommendations from the Committee to which the matter was referred.  No decision on 
that motion will be made by Council without a further report on budget and financial 
implications.  The recommendation(s) of the Committee will come back to Council where 
required for debate.    

 
(7)6. The Policy and Resources Committee may issue guidance on the application of Rule 

11(65) with regards to the levels of any expenditure. 
 
(87) Every notice of motion shall be relevant to some matter in relation to which the Council 

has powers or duties, or which affects the District. 
 
(98) A substantive motion which seeks to prevent or postpone the debate of another motion 

which has already been accepted for inclusion for debate in a future Council agenda 



shall not be considered for debate by Council.  The Chief Executive and Solicitor to the 
Council will in consultation with the Chair of the Council decide if this Rule applies. 

 
(10) A motion of which notice has been duly given in accordance with the foregoing shall not 

be amended or varied at any time except in accordance with the following:- 
 
 A Member who had given notice of the motion may, with the consent of the Council 

signified without discussion – 
 
 (a) alter the motion; or 
 
 (b) with the further consent of their seconder alter a motion which they have moved; 
 
 provided (in either case) the alteration is one which could be made as an amendment 

thereto. 
 
(119) A Member of the Council who has proposed and seconded moved a motion which has 

been referred to any Committee shall have notice of the meeting of the Committee at 
which it is proposed to consider the motion.  They shall have the right to attend the 
meeting and if they attend shall have an opportunity of explaining the motion. 

 
(120) The rules of debate, contained in Rule 16 shall, with any necessary modification, apply 

to this Rule. 
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