EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 31 JANUARY 2011

ADDENDUM TO ITEM 7: LDF CORE STRATEGY SUBMISSION

Update on Legal advice

Paragraph 2.27 of the committee report refers to legal advice being sought prior to the submission of the Core Strategy. Officers have now sought this advice and this supports the recommendation in the report to submit the Core Strategy to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government for examination. 
However in order to clarify further the Council’s position on the weight to be attached to the Regional Strategy at the point of submission of the Core Strategy, the legal advice recommends that the following statement be agreed by the Council and added to the submission documents: 

It is recognised that at the date of submission of the Core Strategy Regional Strategies are still in place and that currently the Government's intention to abolish Regional Strategies is likely to be held by the Courts not to be a material consideration in planning decisions. However it is considered that given the challenges Three Rivers faces in delivering new housing growth due to limited land supply, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, the housing target for the District should be marginally reduced. It is considered that a slight adjustment from the starting point of a 200 dwellings per year target as set out in the East of England Plan, to a target of 180 dwellings per year is appropriate and justified on the basis of available local evidence. 
A verdict on the High Court case between the Government and Cala Homes (referred to in the committee report as ‘Cala 2’) was anticipated on or around 17 January 2011, but this has now been set back. A verbal update will be given at the meeting. However it is important to note that the outcome of this decision will not alter the legal advice which is to proceed with submission of the Core Strategy together with the above statement. 

\\trdclgfs01\group share\committee & dmu\executive\ex 2011\2011 01 31 ex agenda finals\11 01 31 ex i - (07) ldf core strategy submission-addendum.doc.1

