APPENDIX 2: CHANGES TO THE CORE STRATEGY PROPOSED SUBMISSION REPRESENTATIONS
	REPRESENTATION REF
	REPRESENTOR
	REPRESENTATION
	CHANGES REQUIRED
	COUNCIL'S RESPONSE
	COUNCIL'S PROPOSED CHANGE

	10025/60046/1/3
	Hertfordshire County Council
	The Government is committed to abolishing Regional Spatial Strategies and there are a number of policy areas within the consultation document that reflect your authority's change in position in response to this, which differ from the policy requirements set out in the East of England Plan (i.e. housing numbers, provision for Gypsies and Travellers etc). You will be aware that following the successful legal challenge to the Government's revocation of regional strategies, the East of England Plan still forms part of the statutory development plan. The draft Core Strategy may no longer be consistent with an in-force RSS in a number of respects and may therefore not comply with S 19(2)(b) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. Further, the document would not be consistent with national policy as required by PPS12 (Para 4.52).

Those changes that could be affected by the ongoing uncertainty around Regional Spatial Strategies are identified below.

AMND1,2,3,5,6,8,10,11,12,13,14,20,21,22,23,24,25,29,31,32,33,32,35,37,38,41,45,48,50,56,59,61,62,64
AMND2
	The original text should be reinstated following the High Court decision in which the Secretary of State's revocation of Regional Strategies was quashed. 
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily. 
	No change required

	10032/60008/1/1
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	The DPD is unsound as it has not been updated to reflect the fact that the Regional Spatial Strategy is now part of the statutory development plan. The High Court judgement on 9 November effectively re-establishes the regional strategy as part of the development plan. Consequently the advice from PINs dated 10 November is that the RS is part of the development plan on an ongoing basis.

Banner Homes object to the Council's decision to continue with the consultation on the basis of the advice from DCLG. The advice that is referred to is the letter from Steve Quatermain dated 10 November, which although acknowledges the effect of the High Court decision also states that the Government expects Local Planning Authorities to have regard to the letter from the Secretary of State dated 27 May 2010 that the Government intend to abolish the Regional Strategy as a material consideration. The Localism Bill is imminent which will return decision making powers in housing and planning to local authorities.

Banner Homes object to this proposed change to the strategy and housing figures as the housing figures and strategy should be based on the East of England Regional Plan.

To be sound the Core Strategy needs to be justified and consistent with national policy PPS12 and the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 in which case housing provision should be made in accordance with the East of England Plan.

Banner Homes consider that the Council should withdraw or alter the 'Changes to the Core Strategy Proposed Submission' consultation which was published on 29 October and reflect the latest position of the development plan.
	The Core Strategy Proposed Submission (October 2010) should be updated to reflect the latest position in so far as the Regional Plan is part of the statutory development plan. Whilst it is clear the Government intend to abolish the Regional Strategies this will be through the Localism and Decentralisation Bill which is not anticipated to receive Royal Assent until November 2011, in which case the Regional Strategy will be part of the development plan for another year. The latest household projections 2008 based, released in November 2010, support the need for higher housing figures (9,100 dwellings) which is in fact more than in the Regional Plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings).  Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.
	No change required

	10032/60009/3/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	The Core Strategy is not compliant with regional and national policy.

Regional Strategies are since the High Court Judgement in November 2010 part of the statutory development plan.

See comments on AMND1.
	Reference to the regional policy should be reinstated.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10032/60010/5/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	The DPD Core Strategy is unsound as the reference to the East of England Plan targets in paragraph 2.3 is proposed to be deleted to reflect the revocation of the Regional Strategies. 

The Core Strategy should be consistent with national and regional policy in accordance with the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 S20(5)(a).

As a result of the High Court judgement in the Cala Homes case, Regional Strategies remain part of the statutory development plan. The Coalition Government's letter of the 6 July 2010 revoking all Regional Strategies was found to be unlawful. Although it is the Coalition Government's intention to abolish Regional Strategies, this will have to be done through the proper process. The Localism Bill will include the clause to abolish Regional Strategies but until that time as the Bill receives Royal Assent, Regional Strategies are part of the statutory development plan. As such the Core Strategy should be prepared in accordance with the strategy and housing provision set out in the East of England Plan.

The Core Strategy Proposed Submission consultation document (June 2010) states that house prices are very high and affordability has been worsening. The findings from the Strategic Housing Market Assessment are that 'the requirement for affordable housing in and around the Three Rivers area remains exceptionally high. This is largely as a result of very high house prices and rents, a constricted supply of suitable sites for all housing types and losses from the existing affordable housing stock' (paragraph 5.31). The Three Rivers Authority has the highest affordable housing requirement amongst the six authorities within the London Commuter Belt. The Core Strategy Proposed Submission document (para 2.2 first bullet point) recognises that there is a need to provide more housing to meet forecast housing growth, there is a particular need to achieve more affordable housing and to provide more family sized affordable housing. Three Rivers needs to make adequate provision for housing and employment to meet the needs of a growing population and to maintain prosperity. In particular, there is a need to ensure a continuous supply of housing land over the next 5, 10 and 15 years. If the housing provision of the Core Strategy is not made in accordance with the East of England Plan, then the Core Strategy will fail to meet housing needs and exacerbate the need for affordable housing.

The Core Strategy Proposed Submission June 2010 stated that the Council had decided to proceed with the publication stage of the Core Strategy. 'The document is considered to be based soundly on up-to-date evidence and to be in conformity with the prevailing national and regional planning policy, including the published East of England Plan'.

It is not clear what evidence has been produced to support such a change of approach in terms of housing provision in the Core Strategy, apart from the report to the Executive Committee on 6 September which sets out a number of options for housing targets. This report includes 5 options as set out in Table 1 but does not present any new data. Option 1 is based on the housing target submitted to the Government in 2004 by the East of England Regional Assembly and was based on the urban capacity identified in Three Rivers. It is noted that the Council supported the figure of 4,500 at the time as the vast majority could be accommodated within the urban areas. However the committee report states in paragraph 2.14 that more recent studies and work on the Core Strategy have shown that the urban land suitable for development has been overestimated, consequently the lack of sufficient sites within the urban area will still result in the need to consider greenfield/ Green Belt sites to meet the figure of 4,500 dwellings.

It appears that the Council considered that any higher housing figure would be detrimental to the character of the District, be at the expense of employment land, and could not be supported by existing infrastructure. This appears to be the justification for the housing figure now proposed in the changes to the Proposed Submission Core Strategy. However, this approach ignores:
i) the need for affordable housing, particularly family housing
ii) that all the more recent household projections indicate a need for a higher housing figure, because the trend towards smaller household size as a result of changes in society such as higher divorce rates, longer life expectancy and greater financial independence
iii) the policy in the East of England Plan which states that the figures should be a minimum and also fails to address the long term, in respect of when green belt boundaries are reviewed, the aim should be to release sufficient land to avoid a further review before 2031.

Option 2 is the figure included in the East of England Plan Policy H1 albeit that the East of England Plan states in Policy H1 that the local planning authorities should plan for delivery of housing for at least 15 years from the date of adoption, in which case they should assume that the same average annual rate of provision after 2021 will be the same as the rates in the policy for 2006-2021 or 2001-2021 whichever is the higher. In which case the figure for Three Rivers would be 5,000 dwellings which was the figure included in the Proposed Submission version of the Core Strategy (June 2010).

Option 3 refers to the Chelmer model and has a figure of 5,831 dwellings for the plan period. Option 4 is based on the Regional Economic forecast and is for 6,500 dwellings and Option 5 is based on the 2006 household projections and is 8,000 dwellings. More recently the 2008 household projections (November 2010) indicate that there would be a need for 9,200 dwellings. Options 3,4 and 5 have been dismissed by the Council as they 'are not constrained by the capacity of the District to accommodate this growth'.

Although the SHLAA has indicated in paragraph 2.28 of the Committee report that 4,179 dwellings are deliverable over the 20 year period- there is reported to be only limited potential to provide housing on previously developed land and within the urban areas. The issue appears to be the amount of housing that is acceptable in the Green Belt as all the options will need to include land in the Green Belt, but the higher the overall housing provision, the higher the amount of development required on greenfield/ Green Belt.

According to paragraph 2.32 there is a substantial historic infrastructure deficit across the County which would be unlikely to be funded through developer contributions.

The conclusions of the Committee Report appear to apply an embargo on future development over and above that proposed in the Proposed Changes to the Core Strategy i.e. 4,500 dwellings using the lack of housing capacity, infrastructure and constraints as 77% of the District is Green Belt to justify the approach.

If the figure of 5,000 dwellings (as stated in the East of England Plan) were to be re-instated, then taking into account completions, sites under construction and sites with full and outline planning permission, land needs to be found to accommodate 2,457 dwellings. This would require approximately 59% of those dwellings considered deliverable in the SHLAA.

It would appear that in the absence of any further technical evidence that the Council have used under the announcements made by the Coalition Government regarding the revocation of the Regional Strategy as the justification for reducing the housing figure.

As the Government's action in terms of announcements about the revocation of the Regional Strategies with immediate effect has been found in the High Court to be unlawful and in the absence of any evidence base produced by Three Rivers Council in the months since the publication of the Proposed Submission Document in June 2010; it is considered that the Proposed Changes to the Core Strategy are unsound.
	In order for the Core Strategy to be legally compliant and sound, paragraph 2.3 should re-instate the reference to the East of England Plan and the housing target should be reinstated as in the June 2010 Core Strategy Proposed Submission. This housing figure was considered to be based soundly on up to date evidence and to be in conformity with prevailing national and regional policy. (Preface to the Core Strategy Proposed Submission) (June 2010).
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings).  Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.
	No change required

	10032/60011/6/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	The DPD Core Strategy is not sound as it fails to provide the amount of housing needed to be consistent with the East of England Plan. The East of England Plan states provision should be made for 5,000 dwellings in Three Rivers District Council in the period 2001-2026. By removing the reference to the East of England Plan- provision is to be made in accordance with local needs. However, a lower housing requirement figure is included which will not meet forecast needs.

The 2006 household projections indicate that provision should be made for 10,000 dwellings in the period 2001-2026.

The latest 2008 based household projections indicate an increase of 9,200 dwellings over the period 2001-2026. Whilst the latest figure shows a reduction on the 2006 based household projections, it is nevertheless still significantly higher than the provision Three Rivers Council are including in the Core Strategy. Consequently, Three Rivers by making provision for only 4,500 dwellings is provided for less than half the latest household projections, this will only exacerbate the housing need and shortage of affordable housing.
	The Spatial Vision (a) should be updated. The wording 'and meets the targets in the East of England Plan' should be reinstated.

This change will make the Core Strategy legally compliant and sound. The DPD should have regard to national policy and conform generally to the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS). The RSS sets out the region's policies in relation to the development and use of land and forms part of the development plan for LPAs.

Although the Secretary of State revoked Regional Strategies by producing a letter on 6 July this was challenged in the High Court by Cala Homes. The High Court considered that the Coalition Government's decision to revoke regional spatial strategies with immediate effect was unlawful, effectively re-establishing regional strategies as part of the development plan.

Consequently the DPD to be legally compliant should be consistent with the East of England Plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings).  Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.
 
	No change required

	10017/60056/6/3
	Bidwells (Mr David Wilson)
	In the Spatial Vision (part a) has been deleted so that reference to the East of England Plan is omitted.

The original text should be reinstated following the High Court decision in which the Secretary of State's revocation of Regional Strategies was quashed. Therefore the East of England Plan forms part of the statutory development plan for Three Rivers District.

Whilst it is the case that the Coalition Government intends to progress primary legislation in the form of the Localism Bill which when enacted will replace Regional Strategies this is not likely to occur before planned submission of the Core Strategy. Therefore to be legally compliant the Core Strategy must include the East of England.

It is noted that some local planning authorities have taken the position that because the Chief Planner at the Department for Communities and Local Government issued a letter on 10 November 2010 stating (among other matters) that the Secretary of State's intention to abolish Regional Strategies in the Localism Bill should be a material consideration in planning decisions that emerging Core Strategies do not need to consider the Regional Plan.

The High Court had placed a temporary block on this position i.e. that the intention to abolish should be regarded as a material consideration in planning decisions. Although recently lifted this temporary block was in response to a legal challenge which may be heard in January 2011. To comply with PPS12 the Core Strategy must conform to the Regional Plan and for this to be made clear in the Core Strategy.
	The proposed changes at paragraph 3.7 and 3.11 should be reversed so that reference is made to the East of England Plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10016/60051/6/3
	Bidwells (Wellcome Trust)
	In the Spatial Vision (part a) has been deleted so that reference to the East of England Plan is omitted.

The original text should be reinstated following the High Court decision in which the Secretary of State's revocation of Regional Strategies was quashed. Therefore the East of England Plan forms part of the statutory development plan for Three Rivers District.

Whilst it is the case that the Coalition Government intends to progress primary legislation in the form of the Localism Bill which when enacted will replace Regional Strategies this is not likely to occur before planned submission of the Core Strategy. Therefore to be legally compliant the Core Strategy must include the East of England.

It is noted that some local planning authorities have taken the position that because the Chief Planner at the Department for Communities and Local Government issued a letter on 10 November 2010 stating (among other matters) that the Secretary of State's intention to abolish Regional Strategies in the Localism Bill should be a material consideration in planning decisions that emerging Core Strategies do not need to consider the Regional Plan.

The High Court had placed a temporary block on this position i.e. that the intention to abolish should be regarded as a material consideration in planning decisions. Although recently lifted this temporary block was in response to a legal challenge which may be heard in January 2011. To comply with PPS12 the Core Strategy must conform to the Regional Plan and for this to be made clear in the Core Strategy.
	The proposed change at part (a) of the Spatial Vision should be reversed so that reference is made to the East of England Plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10004/60032/7/S
	Natural England
	Natural England welcomes the clearer wording in AMND7 (Spatial Vision priority) in recognising opportunities to improve and enhance the built, historic and natural environment.
	No change required
	Support welcomed
	No change required

	10024/60038/7/S
	English Heritage
	We support change AMND7
	No change required
	Support welcomed
	No change required

	10030/60003/8/1
	Thrive Homes
	We note that the ratio of housing provision to new jobs created remains at 1:1. Whilst the RSS specifically excluded commuters to London from the South West Herts sub-region, it included all intra sub-regional commuters e.g. Three Rivers to Watford or Hemel Hempstead. The Policy appears now to apply to Three Rivers itself. Bearing in mind communication and travel to work patterns between Three Rivers, Watford and Hemel Hempstead it is our opinion that this is an unrealistic assumption. It is also at variance with statements from Government which say that housing supply must be 'sufficient to meet demand'.

In section 3.8, Three Rivers is acknowledged to be part of the Greater Watford Economic Area, and - we would argue - the same housing market area.

Furthermore, Three Rivers forms part of the South West Herts Choice Based Lettings Area, which reinforces the view that Three Rivers' housing needs cannot be considered in isolation from economic activity in surrounding local authorities.

For this reason we would argue that this policy is unsound.
	Reference to Watford’s economic activity and original housing targets should be re-instated. 
	Strategic Objective 6 and paragraph 5.52 still refer to the need to work on cross boundary issues with adjoining authorities and the influence of surrounding areas on the Three Rivers economy. The removal of reference to the ‘Greater Watford Area’ from paragraph 3.8 reflects the revocation of the East of England Plan which designated Watford as a Key Centre for Development and change.

The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings).  Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.
	No change required

	10032/60012/8/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	The Core Strategy is not legally compliant and is unsound as Strategic Objective 4 as proposed omits all reference to the Regional Strategy. This fails to make appropriate provision to meet housing needs. The latest 2008 household projections indicate that provision should be made for 9,200 dwellings in the plan period.

The East of England Plan and the London Arc Employment Study 2009 implied that in Three Rivers the number of new homes provided should be matched by the number of new jobs at a ratio of approximately 1:1.
	The reference to the requirements of the East of England should be re-instated in Strategic Objective 4 in order to be consistent with the statutory development plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10017/60057/8/3
	Bidwells (Mr David Wilson)
	In the Spatial Vision (part a) has been deleted so that reference to the East of England Plan is omitted.

The original text should be reinstated following the High Court decision in which the Secretary of State's revocation of Regional Strategies was quashed. Therefore the East of England Plan forms part of the statutory development plan for Three Rivers District.

Whilst it is the case that the Coalition Government intends to progress primary legislation in the form of the Localism Bill which when enacted will replace Regional Strategies this is not likely to occur before planned submission of the Core Strategy. Therefore to be legally compliant the Core Strategy must include the East of England.

It is noted that some local planning authorities have taken the position that because the Chief Planner at the Department for Communities and Local Government issued a letter on 10 November 2010 stating (among other matters) that the Secretary of State's intention to abolish Regional Strategies in the Localism Bill should be a material consideration in planning decisions that emerging Core Strategies do not need to consider the Regional Plan.

The High Court had placed a temporary block on this position i.e. that the intention to abolish should be regarded as a material consideration in planning decisions. Although recently lifted this temporary block was in response to a legal challenge which may be heard in January 2011. To comply with PPS12 the Core Strategy must conform to the Regional Plan and for this to be made clear in the Core Strategy.
	The proposed change at part (a) of the Spatial Vision should be reversed so that reference is made to the East of England Plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10016/60052/8/3
	Bidwells (Wellcome Trust)
	In the Spatial Vision (part a) has been deleted so that reference to the East of England Plan is omitted.

The original text should be reinstated following the High Court decision in which the Secretary of State's revocation of Regional Strategies was quashed. Therefore the East of England Plan forms part of the statutory development plan for Three Rivers District.

Whilst it is the case that the Coalition Government intends to progress primary legislation in the form of the Localism Bill which when enacted will replace Regional Strategies this is not likely to occur before planned submission of the Core Strategy. Therefore to be legally compliant the Core Strategy must include the East of England.

It is noted that some local planning authorities have taken the position that because the Chief Planner at the Department for Communities and Local Government issued a letter on 10 November 2010 stating (among other matters) that the Secretary of State's intention to abolish Regional Strategies in the Localism Bill should be a material consideration in planning decisions that emerging Core Strategies do not need to consider the Regional Plan.

The High Court had placed a temporary block on this position i.e. that the intention to abolish should be regarded as a material consideration in planning decisions. Although recently lifted this temporary block was in response to a legal challenge which may be heard in January 2011. To comply with PPS12 the Core Strategy must conform to the Regional Plan and for this to be made clear in the Core Strategy.
	The proposed change at Strategic Objective S4 should be reversed so that reference is made to the East of England Plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need. Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings).  Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism. 
	No change required

	10024/60039/9/S
	English Heritage
	We support change AMND9
	No change required
	Support welcomed
	No change required

	10032/60013/10/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	An objection is made to paragraph 3.7, the text relating to the East of England Plan should be re-instated given that the Regional Plan is part of the statutory development plan. Although the Coalition Government intend to abolish the Regional Plan it will be some time before it is abolished by statute.

The strategy in the East of England Plan is consistent with PPS3 i.e. para 9 strategic housing policy objectives: 'to create sustainable, inclusive, mixed communities in all areas, both urban and rural'.

Para 10 of PPS3 also states that the planning system should deliver 'Housing developments in suitable locations, which offer a good range of community facilities and with good access to jobs, key services and infrastructure'.

PPS3 sets out policies designed to achieve the housing policy objectives, based on the principles of sustainable development.

Para 36 sets out the framework for providing housing in suitable locations.

Although the Regional Plan sets out the housing provision for the plan period 2001-2026 of 5,000 dwellings, the latest 2008 based household projections indicated a higher level of need i.e. 9,200 dwellings.
	Reinstate the first two sentences of paragraph 3.7 that provide the context for the strategy and the location of development. The East of England Plan remains part of the statutory development plan until the Localism Bill receives Royal Assent and the new planning system is introduced in April 2012.

The Core Strategy should be prepared in general conformity with the East of England Plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10017/60055/10/3
	Bidwells (Mr David Wilson)
	In the Spatial Vision (part a) has been deleted so that reference to the East of England Plan is omitted.

The original text should be reinstated following the High Court decision in which the Secretary of State's revocation of Regional Strategies was quashed. Therefore the East of England Plan forms part of the statutory development plan for Three Rivers District.

Whilst it is the case that the Coalition Government intends to progress primary legislation in the form of the Localism Bill which when enacted will replace Regional Strategies this is not likely to occur before planned submission of the Core Strategy. Therefore to be legally compliant the Core Strategy must include the East of England.

It is noted that some local planning authorities have taken the position that because the Chief Planner at the Department for Communities and Local Government issued a letter on 10 November 2010 stating (among other matters) that the Secretary of State's intention to abolish Regional Strategies in the Localism Bill should be a material consideration in planning decisions that emerging Core Strategies do not need to consider the Regional Plan.

The High Court had placed a temporary block on this position i.e. that the intention to abolish should be regarded as a material consideration in planning decisions. Although recently lifted this temporary block was in response to a legal challenge which may be heard in January 2011. To comply with PPS12 the Core Strategy must conform to the Regional Plan and for this to be made clear in the Core Strategy.
	The proposed changes to Policy CP2 should be reversed so that reference is made to the East of England Plan and in particular the housing requirements for the District  reinstated as 200 per year to 2026.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need. Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings).  Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism. 
	No change required

	10016/60050/10/3
	Bidwells (Wellcome Trust)
	In the Spatial Vision (part a) has been deleted so that reference to the East of England Plan is omitted.

The original text should be reinstated following the High Court decision in which the Secretary of State's revocation of Regional Strategies was quashed. Therefore the East of England Plan forms part of the statutory development plan for Three Rivers District.

Whilst it is the case that the Coalition Government intends to progress primary legislation in the form of the Localism Bill which when enacted will replace Regional Strategies this is not likely to occur before planned submission of the Core Strategy. Therefore to be legally compliant the Core Strategy must include the East of England.

It is noted that some local planning authorities have taken the position that because the Chief Planner at the Department for Communities and Local Government issued a letter on 10 November 2010 stating (among other matters) that the Secretary of State's intention to abolish Regional Strategies in the Localism Bill should be a material consideration in planning decisions that emerging Core Strategies do not need to consider the Regional Plan.

The High Court had placed a temporary block on this position i.e. that the intention to abolish should be regarded as a material consideration in planning decisions. Although recently lifted this temporary block was in response to a legal challenge which may be heard in January 2011. To comply with PPS12 the Core Strategy must conform to the Regional Plan and for this to be made clear in the Core Strategy.
	The proposed changes at paragraph 3.7 and 3.11 should be reversed so that reference is made to the East of England Plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10032/60014/11/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	The Spatial Strategy should be consistent with the East of England Plan and also para 38 of PPS3 (June 2010).
	Reinstate para 3.8 to ensure consistency with the statutory development plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10032/60015/12/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Paragraph 3.9 should be reinstated as the East of England Plan is part of the statutory development plan.
	Paragraph 3.9 should be reinstated as the East of England Plan is part of the statutory development plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10032/60016/14/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	The DPD Core Strategy is not legally compliant and is unsound as it is not consistent with the statutory development plan. Paragraph 3.11 should be amended to reflect the fact that the East of England Plan is part of the statutory development plan.

Provision should be made to meet housing needs in accordance with those set out in the East of England Plan i.e. provision should be made for a minimum of 5,000 dwellings between 2001-2026. Even this figure is considerably lower than the latest 2008 based household projections which state that 9,200 dwellings would be required to meet housing needs in the period 2001-2026.
	Paragraph 3.11 should be included.

The DPD should have regard to national policy and conform generally to regional policy i.e. the Regional Spatial Strategy (the East of England Plan).

The RSS sets out the region's policies in relation to the development and use of land and forms part of the development plan for LPAs.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10012/60064/17/C
	British Waterways
	Annexe 1 (amended key diagram) on page 23 helpfully shows the Grand Union Canal but could put a green arrow head at the top of the map showing continuation northwards as a Green Infrastructure corridor.
	Annexe 1 (page 23) could include a green arrow head at top of map showing a continuation northwards as a green infrastructure corridor.
	Agreed
	Include green arrow head at top of map (Annexe 1) showing a continuation northwards as a green infrastructure corridor.  

	10032/60017/20/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Paragraph 5.7 should include reference to the East of England Plan as it is part of the statutory development plan. Sufficient housing should be provided to meet the needs set out in the East of England Plan. The strategic housing requirements should be included in the text of paragraph 5.7.
	The DPD should have regard to national policy and conform generally to regional policy i.e. the Regional Spatial Strategy (the East of England Plan).

The RSS sets out the regions policies in relation to the development and use of land and forms part of the development plan for LPAs.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10030/60004/21/1
	Thrive Homes
	We note that the number of new homes has been reduced from 5,000 to 4,500 over the 20 year plan period 2001-2021. We note your statement that: 'The Council has carefully considered the available evidence both on the need for housing in the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need. The Council considers that it is appropriate for Three Rivers to provide 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026, a target of 180 homes per year'. We also note your commentary that: '...while need for housing in the District is high, there are limited opportunities for providing this housing within urban areas...'.

It therefore appears that you have 'taken a view' on the balance between need and capacity. We would be interested to see the evidence upon which this view has been taken. Unless this evidence can be shown to be robust, we would argue that this reduction is unsound.
	Reinstate the housing figures to 5,000 or provide more detail on the evidence base that supports the reduction in housing numbers.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings). Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism. 
	No change required

	10031/60007/21/1
	Vincent and Gorbing (National Grid Property Ltd)
	The justification for amending the housing requirement downwards for Three Rivers District is set out in one paragraph under Reasons for Proposed Changes.
At the time of the beginning of the consultation period, Government guidance stated that following the revocation of the RSS local authorities should re-assess their housing requirements and devise their own local housing numbers.  It was envisaged that this process would be a thorough and robust consideration of all the evidence regarding housing and which would lead to a defensible local housing requirement.  It is not clear from this document that this process has taken place.  The justification for a reduction is extremely brief and makes no reference to any technical study which has been carried out and which leads to the conclusion that the housing numbers should be reduced and by how much.
However, following the judgement in the Cala Homes case, the figures in the RSS are now part of the development plan again and so the reduction in the number of dwellings proposed has no justification whatsoever.
	All mention of a reduction in the amount housing required in Three Rivers District, in this section and others, should be removed, until such times as the Council can clearly demonstrate, through a thorough piece of technical work that this is a robust strategy.  
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings). Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.
	No change required

	10032/60018/21/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the amended housing target under AMND21 paragraph 5.8 which is set out in Table 1 as the housing target for Three Rivers council. Banner Homes object to the Councils decision to opt for an overall housing figure based on the Deposit Draft East of England Plan (2004) of 4,500 net additional dwellings for the period 2001-2026. This equates to 180 dwellings per annum and is a reduction from the 5,000 net additional dwellings for the period 2001-2026 which equated to 200 dwellings per annum in the East of England Plan.

The Core Strategy is not legally compliant as it is not in general conformity with the East of England Plan which is part of the statutory development plan for Three Rivers Council.

See comments on AMND 1.
	Paragraph 5.8 should be reinstated in order to make the Core Strategy legally compliant and sound.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings). Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.
	No change required

	10009/60031/21/1
	DLP Planning (Taylor Wimpey UK)
	Proposed Changes AMND21 and AMND22 propose a reduction in the level of housing provision to be delivered in Three Rivers District 2001-2026 from 5,000 net additional dwellings to 4,500 net additional dwellings. The catalyst for this reduction in proposed housing provision was the Secretary of State's letter of 6 July 2010 in which he revoked RSS. This decision has since been found to be unlawful and the Coalition Government now intends to secure revocation through the enactment of suitable legislation. Until that legislation is passed however, LPA are still obliged by statute to prepare LDF to generally accord with the RSS. Consequently a submitted Core Strategy that does not cannot be found other than unsound.

The East of England Plan was published in 2008 and required Three Rivers to provide for 4,000 new dwellings in the period 2001-2021, an average of 200 dwellings per year. The Plan also assumed that the average rate of provision after 2021 should be the same, requiring Three Rivers to provide 5,000 new dwellings between 2001 and 2026. This is the target that the Council has been working towards in the Core Strategy until publication of the Proposed Changes.

We note that the Council in responding to the EERA consultation upon the roll forward of the East of England Plan (letter dated 18 November 2009) stated in commenting upon the lower growth scenario (Scenario 1- effectively a roll forward of existing RSS growth rates) that:
'...a position of accepting the lower growth level (Scenario 1) could be tenable however, even this scale of growth could only be supported when accompanied by the requisite provision of infrastructure...'

However, the justification for now proposing a lower rate of growth as set out in the Schedule of Proposed Changes is that:
'This is on the basis of available evidence that demonstrates that while need for housing in the District is high, there are limited opportunities for providing this housing within urban areas, higher levels of development will have adverse impacts on the character of the area and cannot support higher levels of growth'.

We fail to understand what has changed so significantly in a period of less than one year other than the indication by the Coalition Government that RSS will at some point in time be abolished. It is clear that albeit with a caveat in relation to infrastructure provision, the Council was prepared to support a roll forward of RSS housing provision beyond 2021 when suitable sustainable locations at which housing growth could be delivered to meet the housing growth proposed in the original submission draft of the Core Strategy and subsequently we conclude that there is no justification for reducing the level of proposed housing in an area where, as acknowledged by the Council, there is a high need for the provision of new housing.
	Reference to the Regional Plan should be reinstated.  Original housing numbers should be reinstated to accord with the RSS.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings). Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.
	No change required

	10017/60053/21/3
	Bidwells (Mr David Wilson)
	In the Spatial Vision (part a) has been deleted so that reference to the East of England Plan is omitted.

The original text should be reinstated following the High Court decision in which the Secretary of State's revocation of Regional Strategies was quashed. Therefore the East of England Plan forms part of the statutory development plan for Three Rivers District.

Whilst it is the case that the Coalition Government intends to progress primary legislation in the form of the Localism Bill which when enacted will replace Regional Strategies this is not likely to occur before planned submission of the Core Strategy. Therefore to be legally compliant the Core Strategy must include the East of England Plan.

It is noted that some local planning authorities have taken the position that because the Chief Planner a the Department for Communities and Local Government issued a letter on 10 November 2010 stating (among other matters) that the Secretary of State's intention to abolish Regional Strategies in the Localism Bill should be a material consideration in planning decisions that emerging Core Strategies do not need to consider the Regional Plan.

The High Court has placed a temporary block on this position i.e. that the intention to abolish should be regarded as a material consideration in planning decisions. Although recently lifted this temporary block was in response to a legal challenge which may be heard in January 2011. To comply with PPS12 the Core Strategy must conform to the Regional Plan and for this to be made clear in the Core Strategy.
	The proposed changes should be reversed so that reference is made to the East of England Plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10016/60048/21/3
	Bidwells (Wellcome Trust)
	In the Spatial Vision (part a) has been deleted so that reference to the East of England Plan is omitted.

The original text should be reinstated following the High Court decision in which the Secretary of State's revocation of Regional Strategies was quashed. Therefore the East of England Plan forms part of the statutory development plan for Three Rivers District.

Whilst it is the case that the Coalition Government intends to progress primary legislation in the form of the Localism Bill which when enacted will replace Regional Strategies this is not likely to occur before planned submission of the Core Strategy. Therefore to be legally compliant the Core Strategy must include the East of England Plan.

It is noted that some local planning authorities have taken the position that because the Chief Planner a the Department for Communities and Local Government issued a letter on 10 November 2010 stating (among other matters) that the Secretary of State's intention to abolish Regional Strategies in the Localism Bill should be a material consideration in planning decisions that emerging Core Strategies do not need to consider the Regional Plan.

The High Court has placed a temporary block on this position i.e. that the intention to abolish should be regarded as a material consideration in planning decisions. Although recently lifted this temporary block was in response to a legal challenge which may be heard in January 2011. To comply with PPS12 the Core Strategy must conform to the Regional Plan and for this to be made clear in the Core Strategy.
	The proposed changes should be reversed so that reference is made to the East of England Plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10025/60047/21/1
	Hertfordshire County Council
	PPS12 (Para 4.50 and 4.52) requires Core Strategies to meet the three tests of soundness; Justified; Effective Consistent with National Policy. In order to be ‘justified’ the document must be; 
i) founded on a robust and credible evidence base and 
ii) the most appropriate strategy when considered against the reasonable alternatives. 

Under the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, which implemented the requirements of the European Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment and effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, the Core Strategy is required to be subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).   Regulation 12 sets out the required contents of the environmental report as part of the SEA process.  It shall “identify, describe and evaluate the likely significant effects on the environment of:
a. Implementing the plan or programme; and
b. Reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives and the geographical scope of the plan or programme.”

Paragraphs 4.39 – 4.43 of PPS12 explain why the legal requirements for sustainability appraisal are so important, particularly Para 4.43:

'4.43 The Sustainability Appraisal should perform a key role in providing a sound evidence base for the plan and form an integrated part of the plan preparation process. Sustainability Assessment should inform the evaluation of alternatives. Sustainability Assessment should provide a powerful means of proving to decision makers and the public that the plan in the most appropriate given reasonable alternatives'.

The Core Strategy preparation process does not appear to have identified, appraised and sought views on an appropriate range of reasonable housing growth levels (other than the RSS requirement and that proposed within the consultation document) to satisfy PPS12 and SEA requirements. 
	
	Five potential housing targets for the District were assessed and are discussed in the evidence base document ‘Supporting Paper on Changes to Housing and Gypsy & Traveller Site Targets‘ (October 2010). As public consultation specifically on the housing target options was not carried out, there was therefore no formal sustainability appraisal of the different options.

However, the first two housing targets were considered and evaluated at the Issues and Options Paper (2006) and Additional Issues and Options stage (2007) SA reports respectively. The evaluation maintained that infrastructure capacity and environmental implications (water availability, green belt) could be negatively affected if a higher housing allocation (option 2) were taken forward. Given this comment, further increase in housing numbers, as suggested in the third, fourth and the fifth alternatives would logically lead to further adverse effects on the issues identified. Conversely there could be increased positive economic and social implications, although the high level of growth would also increase the levels of uncertainty, such as those relating to levels of out-commuting.
As demonstrated in ‘Supporting Paper on Changes to Housing and Gypsy & Traveller Site Targets‘, the three higher housing target options could not realistically be delivered within the District. They were therefore not subject to consultation and it is not considered that it was necessary to conduct a formal SA of unrealistic housing delivery targets.
	

	10032/60019/22/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the amended housing target under AMND21 which is set out in Table 1 as the housing target for Three Rivers council. Banner Homes object to the Councils decision to opt for an overall housing figure based on the Deposit Draft East of England Plan (2004) of 4,500 net additional dwellings for the period 2001-2026. This equates to 180 dwellings per annum and is a reduction from the 5,000 net additional dwellings for the period 2001-2026 which equated to 200 dwellings per annum in the East of England Plan.

The Core Strategy is not legally compliant as it is not in general conformity with the East of England Plan which is part of the statutory development plan for Three Rivers Council.
	In order to make the Core Strategy legally compliant the figure of 5,000 dwellings should be reinstated in Table 1.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings). Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.
	No change required

	10032/60020/23/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the proposed change to the Core Strategy to reduce the number of houses that need to be built during the plan period. This reduction in the Core Strategy results from the Council failing to take account of the housing figures in the East of England Plan. The East of England Plan is part of the statutory development plan and therefore the Core Strategy should be prepared in general conformity. The update monitoring information from April 2010 should be used to update the housing requirement figure assessed against the housing target of the East of England Plan, in which case after taking account of completions, sites under construction, sites with full and outline planning permission, provision should be made for 2,457 dwellings in the plan period.
	In order to make the Core Strategy legally compliant and sound it should be amended to include the housing figure of 5,000 dwellings for Three Rivers LPA as set out in the East of England Plan. It is important that this figure for housing provision is included in the Core Strategy as the latest 2008 household projections show a need for 9,200 in the period 2001-2026. Failure to make provision will only exacerbate the need for affordable housing.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings). Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.
	No change required

	10032/60021/28/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the updated figures in the Housing Trajectory as these are based on a lower housing provision figure which is not consistent with the statutory development plan. The Core Strategy should be in general conformity with the East of England Plan (See objection to AMND1).
	The housing requirement figure of 5,000 dwellings from the Proposed Submission Core Strategy (June 2010) should be reinstated. This would make the DPD legally compliant. The Core Strategy would then be consistent with the statutory development plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings). Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.
	No change required

	10034/60037/29/1
	Stevenage Borough Council
	The proposed housing target is not in conformity with the East of England Plan (EoEP). The Core Strategy is therefore not legally compliant.

This follows the Cala Homes judgement and the subsequent decision of Justice Lindblom to stay the effect of both the Secretary of State’s statement and the Chief Planner’s letter of November 10th 2010.

The EoEP consequently remains part of the statutory Development Plan. The Core Strategy should reflect the target of 4,000 homes 2001-2021 set therein and the ‘roll forward’ rate of 200 homes per annum for the period after 2021.

Notwithstanding the above point, we reserve the right to make further comments pending the outcome of the Inspector’s Report into our own Core Strategy, the passage of the proposed Localism Bill through Parliament and / or your timetable for progressing the TRDC Core Strategy. The reasons for this are set out below, recognising that, in the current legislative context, some options and alternatives would not be in conformity with the EoEP.

Following the findings of the examination Inspector’s report into the soundness of the Stevenage BC Core Strategy and its spatial strategy / housing numbers, the Borough Council may wish to see the housing target for TRDC amended or increased. This would be necessary to reflect any reduction in housing provision in the greater Stevenage area to ensure:
*That individual authorities make adequate housing provision to at least meet their own local needs. This would be necessary in the absence or reduction of any strategic growth at Stevenage that could have absorbed any underprovision elsewhere in the County; and / or
*That adequate provision is made within Hertfordshire for the people of Stevenage.

The Borough Council recognises that development constraints ~ particularly in the form of the Metropolitan Green Belt and the close proximity of London and other settlements ~ are more acute in the south of Hertfordshire than the north.

Historically, there has been a strategy of redistribution among districts in Hertfordshire to ensure that the development needs of the County are met while recognising these difficulties (c.f. Hertfordshire Structure Plan Review 1991-2011 [adopted 1998] and the EoEP [2008]). This strategy has effectively allowed authorities including TRDC to ‘underprovide’ housing when measured against their projected needs.

However, given the anticipated provisions of the forthcoming Localism Bill and the extremely low likelihood of a full ‘suite’ of EoEP-compliant Core Strategies being adopted across Hertfordshire prior to any legislative changes, it may not be possible to rely on the continuation of this approach in the future.

The Core Strategy proposes no measures or mechanisms for TRDC to lobby other authorities to ensure that sufficient housing is delivered to meet the future needs of its population.

Following the purported revocation of the EoEP in July 2010, Hertfordshire County Council (among others) made extensive representations objecting to Stevenage Borough Council’s Core Strategy. These objections focussed, inter alia, on the consideration of alternate housing targets and spatial options, and the need to properly assess such options through the Sustainability Appraisal (SA). PPS3 sets out a range of factors that should be considered in determining an appropriate level of housing provision. These include projections of population and household growth.

From the material presented, it appears that TRDC have not taken any such steps in arriving at the new, reduced housing target. There is no audit trail or evidence to support the reduced target or demonstrate the consideration of alternatives. Even if the legal position were to change such that the District Council could lawfully reappraise its housing target, it is unlikely that the SA retained in its current format would be legally compliant or that the Core Strategy could be considered justified, effective or consistent with national policy.

In the event that the District Council remains minded to review its housing target (and finds itself in a position to do so lawfully), a further iteration of, and consultation on, the Core Strategy and Sustainability Appraisal would be required.

We will keep our position under review as described above so as to decide whether it is appropriate to pursue these objections or not.
	The housing target should revert back to reflect the provisions of Policy H1 of the East of England Plan ~4,000 homes 2001-2021 with continuing provision at a rate of 200 homes per annum thereafter.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings). Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.
	No change required

	10032/60022/29/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the proposed changes to CP2 Housing Supply which results in the housing target being reduced from 200 dwellings per annum to 180 dwellings per annum. This approach is not consistent with the statutory development plan and fails to meet local housing needs. The Proposed Submission Document (June 2010) acknowledges that there is a need for affordable housing, affordability has been worsening and there is a particular need to achieve more affordable housing and to provide more family sized affordable housing.

It is not clear why the percentage of total development anticipated in the urban area has increased from 70% to 75% of the total housing requirement. Strategic Objective S1 recognised that some minor adjustments to the Green Belt boundary may be necessary over the plan period to meet development needs, prevent over development in some areas and to generally promote a sustainable pattern of development. The effect of increasing the figure to 75% means that the proposed changes envisage less development taking place on the edge of existing settlements. 

In respect of the penultimate paragraph regarding the supply of housing post 2026 the proposed deletion of the review of the Regional Spatial Strategy is noted as whilst the East of England Plan is currently part of the statutory development plan; it is acknowledged that the clause in the Localism Bill will abolish the RS, the policy should make reference to the national population and household projections as these will be the starting point for any future assessment of housing need.

In respect of the last paragraph of CP2, Banner Homes object to the proposed change which deletes the reference in iv to regional housing targets. As mentioned above the East of England Plan is still part of the statutory development plan and therefore the reference to regional housing targets should remain.
	The housing target of 5,000 dwellings for Three Rivers Council from the East of England Plan should be reinstated. The Core Strategy would then be consistent with national policy.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings). Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.
Therefore, given the lower Three Rivers housing target a greater proportion of housing provision can be made within the urban area and this is reflected by AMND29.  
	No change required

	10017/60054/29/3
	Bidwells (Mr David Wilson)
	In the Spatial Vision (part a) has been deleted so that the reference to the East of England Plan is omitted.

The original text should be reinstated following the High Court decision in which the Secretary of State's revocation of Regional Strategies was quashed. Therefore the East of England Plan forms part of the statutory Development Plan for Three Rivers District.

Whilst it is the case that the Coalition Government intends to progress primary legislation in the form of the Localism Bill which when enacted will replace Regional Strategies this is not likely to occur before planned submission of the Core Strategy. Therefore to be legally compliant the Core Strategy must include the East of England Plan.

It is noted that some local planning authorities have taken the position that because the Chief Planner at the Department for Communities and Local Government issued a letter on 10 November 2010 stating (among other matters) that the Secretary of State's intention to abolish Regional Strategies in the Localism Bill should be a material consideration in planning decisions that emerging Core Strategies do not need to consider the Regional Plan.

The High Court had placed a temporary block on this position i.e. that the intention to abolish should be regarded as a material consideration in planning decisions. Although recently lifted this temporary block was in response to a legal challenge which may be heard in January 2011. To comply with PPS12 the Core Strategy must include the East of England Plan.
	The proposed changes should be reversed so that reference is made to the East of England Plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10016/60049/29/3
	Bidwells (Wellcome Trust)
	In the Spatial Vision (part a) has been deleted so that the reference to the East of England Plan is omitted.

The original text should be reinstated following the High Court decision in which the Secretary of State's revocation of Regional Strategies was quashed. Therefore the East of England Plan forms part of the statutory Development Plan for Three Rivers District.

Whilst it is the case that the Coalition Government intends to progress primary legislation in the form of the Localism Bill which when enacted will replace Regional Strategies this is not likely to occur before planned submission of the Core Strategy. Therefore to be legally compliant the Core Strategy must include the East of England Plan.

It is noted that some local planning authorities have taken the position that because the Chief Planner at the Department for Communities and Local Government issued a letter on 10 November 2010 stating (among other matters) that the Secretary of State's intention to abolish Regional Strategies in the Localism Bill should be a material consideration in planning decisions that emerging Core Strategies do not need to consider the Regional Plan.

The High Court had placed a temporary block on this position i.e. that the intention to abolish should be regarded as a material consideration in planning decisions. Although recently lifted this temporary block was in response to a legal challenge which may be heard in January 2011. To comply with PPS12 the Core Strategy must include the East of England Plan.
	The proposed changes to Policy CP2 should be reversed so that reference is made to the East of England Plan and in particular the housing requirements for the District  reinstated as 200 per year to 2026.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings). Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.

	No change required

	10032/60023/31/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the proposed change which deletes reference to the policy for affordable housing in the East of England Plan. For reasons set out in representation on AMND1 the Core Strategy Proposed Submission should be consistent with the statutory development plan.
	Banner Homes considers that in order to make the DPD legally compliant the reference to the target of 35% affordable housing should be re-instated.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10030/60005/31/1
	Thrive Homes
	We note that there is a need for 429 additional affordable homes per year. However, section 5.8 states that the total new supply would be 180 per year. The discrepancy between the two numbers would suggest that the policy itself is unsound.
	Increase the total of new housing supply per year to reflect the identified need for affordable housing within the District.  
	The proposed housing target takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need. Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings).  Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism. 
It would not be possible to meet the identified level of need in the District given the limitations identified above. The housing target identified in the East of England Plan also did not meet the identified need for housing within the District.
	No change required

	10032/60024/32/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the proposed change which deletes reference to the policy for affordable housing in the East of England Plan. For reasons set out in representation on AMND1 the Core Strategy Proposed Submission should be consistent with the statutory development plan.
	Banner Homes considers that in order to make the DPD legally compliant the reference to the indicative affordable housing target should be reinstated.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The requirement for 45% of housing provided to be affordable has been subject to a viability appraisal. This found that on average, a 45% target is achievable. The affordable housing target has been set in accordance with National and Regional Policies (when Regional Policies applied).
	No change required

	10033/60036/33/C
	Hertsmere Borough Council
	The Core Strategy proposes a significant reduction of Gypsy and Traveller provision within Three Rivers during the Plan period from that proposed in the East of England Plan. It is unclear from the document how the Council has set the figure it considers appropriate and, it is important that this policy is justified and effective to meet the tests of soundness, having regard to the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment for south and west Hertfordshire. An appropriate level of provision is essential to meet the local need within the context of the area in line with Circular 01/06 and the Housing Act 2004. In addition Hertsmere Borough Council welcomes the commitment to work with neighbouring authorities when considering the need for the 10 transit pitches in south and west Hertfordshire to complement the existing South Mimms site by 2011.
	Reduction of Gypsy and Traveller provision within Three Rivers should be robustly justified by an evidence base.
	  

The evidence base documents 'Supporting Paper on Housing and Gypsy and Traveller Site Targets' sets out the evidence underpinning the target for Gypsy and Traveller Sites.
	No change required

	10004/60034/35/C
	Natural England
	With reference to AMND35 page 40 CP5 and the consideration of Gypsies and Travellers Sites not identified in the Site Allocations document, we note the following:
b) avoid causing an adverse impact on areas of recognised wildlife, heritage or landscape importance, and on the openness of the Green Belt.

While acknowledging the value of Green Belt land Natural England would like to see the biodiversity of brownfield sites included in any sites identified for Gypsies and Travellers.

Whilst we generally agree with the redevelopment of previously developed land (brownfield sites) which will minimise the loss of greenfield sites and agricultural lands we would highlight that some brownfield sites can be very important to wildlife and can support significant biodiversity interest which in turn supports wider ecosystems.

Brownfield sites can therefore make positive contributions to the quality of life for local people through access to open spaces with wildlife or other semi-natural interest. Natural England would therefore urge that policy wording is included concerning the development of brownfield sites, ensuring that sustainable development would seek to retain natural interest as far as possible, and where this is unrealistic, to ensure provision is made off site which allows the interest to be retained or enhanced i.e. a net gain approach to development. 
	Policy CP5 should be amended to include biodiversity protection when considering Gypsy and Traveller provision on brownfield sites.
	Core Policy 1 (d) requires development to make efficient use of land by guiding development onto previously developed, brownfield land and incorporate mixed use development wherever possible, recognising that some previously developed land can have significant biodiversity value. It is not considered necessary to repeat this principle within Policy CP5 also. In addition, biodiversity protection and biodiversity assessment of brownfield sites, using the expertise of HBRC, HMWT or others, may be incorporated into the biodiversity policy of the Development Management Policies DPD, the Green Infrastructure Plan and the Green Infrastructure and Landscape SPD.
	No change required

	10024/60040/35/S
	English Heritage
	We support change AMND35
	No change required
	Support welcomed
	No change required

	10012/60063/36/S
	British Waterways
	We welcome the insertion of leisure and tourism uses in economic development (AMND36, page 14). This Government has supported tourism as having great potential in creating jobs.
	No change required
	Support welcomed
	No change required

	10030/60006/37/1
	Thrive Homes
	We note that references have been deleted to Three Rivers being within the 'London Arc'. We also note that they acknowledge the influence of surrounding areas of the economy, in terms of housing need in the Borough. As such, they are at variance with SO4 and sections 3.8/3.9/3.11.

For that reason we would argue that the Strategy is unsound.
	Reference to Three Rivers being within the London Arc should be reinstated.
	The Core Strategy recognises the influence of surrounding areas on the District. However reference to Three Rivers being part of the 'London Arc' which was part of the East of England Plan have been removed. Although references to the London Arc have been removed, the Council is still committed to working with adjoining authorities, for example to provide affordable housing through the HARI partnership.

The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.
	No change required

	10012/60059/42/S
	British Waterways
	We are pleased to see sustainable transport included in AMND42
	No change required
	Support welcomed
	No change required

	10024/60041/43/S
	English Heritage
	We support change AMND43
	No change required
	Support welcomed
	No change required

	10024/60042/44/S
	English Heritage
	We support change AMND44
	No change required
	Support welcomed
	No change required

	10004/60033/44/C
	Natural England
	We acknowledge the changes made under AMND44 page 52 CP9 and welcome the inclusion of the District's Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Local Nature Reserves, Wildlife Sites and key biodiversity habitats, species and areas identified in the Hertfordshire Biodiversity Action Plan within areas of Green Infrastructure.
	No change required
	Support welcomed
	No change required

	10012/60060/44/S
	British Waterways
	We are pleased to see the Colne Valley inserted into AMND44. The Grand Union was previously recorded here (page 16).
	No change required
	Support welcomed
	No change required

	10012/60061/45/C
	British Waterways
	We strongly agree with AMND45, page 16, and there are further references that you could mention such as the Department for Transport's publication called Active Travel Strategy (2010) and the Hertfordshire County Council's LTP3 together with its daughter documents on cycling, walking and improving rights of way.
	References such as the Department for Transport's publication called Active Travel Strategy (2010) and the Hertfordshire County Council's LTP3 together with its daughter documents could be included.
	Para 5.98 provides an introduction to national objectives for transport and travel. It is not considered necessary to include all relevant transport and travel strategies within the Core Strategy.
	No change required

	10012/60062/46/C
	British Waterways
	LTP3 could be referred to in AMND 46
	LTP3 could be referred to in AMND 46.
	LTP3 has not been used to inform the current Infrastructure Delivery Plan as a result of the timescales for LTP3 production. However, future updates of the Infrastructure Delivery Plan may include information from LTP3 and will be reflected within the IDP. 
	No change required

	10035/60059/46/
	Highways Agency
	Lack of a robust and credible transport evidence base in respect of the motorway and trunk road network within the Development Plan area to support policy CP10 Transport and Travel.
	Transport evaluation carried out to confirm that there is a feasible access strategy prior to the allocated development sites going forward (Highways Agency letter dated 4 January 2010 refers).
	Following further discussion with the Highways Agency, objection is likely to be WITHDRAWN
	Following further discussion with the Highways Agency, objection is likely to be WITHDRAWN

	10032/60025/48/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the proposed change to paragraph 5.105. Whilst it is acknowledged that the East of England Plan does not specifically identify Three Rivers as an authority to carry out a green belt review, it is recognised that some alterations to the Green Belt are necessary because of the lack of capacity in the urban areas. Importantly, Three Rivers Council is within the London Arc and the scale of the regions housing needs together with the aim to achieve a better balance between supply and demand, together with tightly drawn boundaries around the urban area means that future development needs cannot be entirely accommodated within the urban area. The Core Strategy in para 5.106 acknowledges that minor adjustments to the green belt boundary to accommodate growth in the most sustainable locations on the edge of existing settlements will be necessary. In this context land at Branksome Lodge, Loudwater was included in the Core Strategy Preferred Options (November 2009) and was identified to meet housing needs, remains available to meet such needs. It represents an example of how minor adjustment to the Green Belt boundary can successfully contribute to meeting the District's housing needs through the plan period. Representations will be made to the Site Allocations DPD in support of the allocation of land at Branksome Lodge.

It should be noted that where green belt boundaries are reviewed, the aim should be to release sufficient land to avoid further review before 2031. Importantly and this relates to the housing provision in the Core Strategy (CP2 change reference AMND29) the East of England Plan states in paragraph 3.32 that the assumption should be made that the rate of development will be the same from 2021 to 2031 as the average 2001-2021. 'Development plans should test whether this scale of growth after 2021 will be achievable in the local circumstances and, if not, release the maximum area commensurate with sustainable development'.

The Core Strategy nor proposes to reduce the figure to 4,500 dwellings between 2001-2026, this is less than the East of England Plan which acknowledge that this was a minimum figure and would only be a partial step as provision is less than the forecast household growth and less than the National Housing Planning Advice Unit suggested figure needed to avoid further deterioration in affordability.
	The sentences 'The East of England Plan aims to reconcile growth in the region with the protection of the environment and the general extent of the Green Belt. It does not identify Three Rivers as an area requiring a strategic review of the Green Belt' should be reinstated in order for the Core Strategy to be prepared in the context of the statutory development plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District.  This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily. 
	No change required

	10014/60043/54/C
	HCC Historic Environment
	We welcome the change to Table 2, site selection criteria: archaeological site. We recommend however that 'archaeological site' be upgraded from 'significant' to 'important' because archaeology may be a material constraint if there are as yet unknown archaeological sites of national importance that may be worthy of designation. Heritage assets that have not been formally designated but are of demonstrably equivalent significance should be considered as if they are designated (PPS5 Policy HE9.6). Previously unidentified heritage assets should be identified during the pre-application stage (PPS5 Policy HE8).
	Recommended changing Table 2 of Appendix 2 'Housing Site Selection Criteria' to upgrade the weight of Archaeological Sites from 'Significant' to 'Important'. 
	The weightings are in line with the previous consultation responses. Given potential mitigation measures that may be available it is not considered necessary to upgrade the weighting. Archaeological issues will be addressed as part of the planning application process.
	No change required

	10032/60026/56/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the proposed change to CP2 Housing Trajectory Indicator. The Core Strategy should retain the housing provision as set out in the East of England Plan.

See comments on AMND1, AMND21 and AMND22.
	The housing provision of 5,000 should be reinstated in order for the Core Strategy to be consistent with the statutory development plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily.

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available 

evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the 

capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land 

supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt 

which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of 

infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally 

reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 

2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings).  

Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this 

is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the 

Government's commitment to Localism.
	No change required

	10032/60027/57/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the proposed change to CP2 Housing Completions within the urban area indicator. The Core Strategy should retain the figure of 70% housing provision to the urban area, given that the Proposed Submission Core Strategy has already acknowledged there is limited capacity within the urban areas.

See comments on AMND1, AMND21 and AMND22.
	The 70% of housing provision to the urban area should be re-instated. It is not clear how having acknowledged in the Proposed Submission Core Strategy that there was limited capacity in the urban areas why the percentage has now increased to 75%.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District.  This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework.  This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily. 

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the capacity of the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings).  Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism.  

Therefore, given the lower Three Rivers housing target a greater proportion of housing provision can be made within the urban area this is reflected within the proposed changes.
	No change required

	10032/60028/61/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the proposed change to the definition of the development plan on page 87. As a result of the High Court judgement in the Cala Homes case in November 2010 the Regional Strategies are part of the statutory development plan until such time as they are abolished by statute. Therefore it is premature to propose this change to the glossary.
	Banner Homes consider that the glossary should retain the definition of the development plan to include the East of England Plan.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District.  This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework.  This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily. 
	No change required

	10032/60029/62/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the proposed change to the glossary in respect of the East of England Plan on page 87. The glossary in the Core Strategy should retain the definition of the East of England Plan as it is still part of the statutory development plan following the High Court judgement in November by Cala Homes. The Regional Strategies have not been revoked.
	Retain the definition in the glossary of the East of England Plan as it is still part of the statutory development plan. It is premature to make this change.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily. 
	No change required

	10032/60030/64/3
	Pegasus Planning Group (Banner Homes)
	Banner Homes object to the proposed change to the glossary in respect of the RSS. Regional Strategies and in this case the East of England Plan are still part of the statutory development plan. This was confirmed by the High Court judgement in November 2010.
	The proposed change to the last sentence of the definition of the RSS should be deleted.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District. This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily. 
	No change required

	10029/60001/CS/C
	Hertfordshire County Council
	
	No change required
	n/a
	No change required

	10003/60002/CS/C
	Chipperfield Parish Council
	
	No change required
	n/a
	No change required

	10033/60035/CS/C
	Hertsmere Borough Council
	We welcome Strategic Objective 6, which seeks to facilitate the provision of services and infrastructure to meet the needs of existing development and new development by working on cross boundary issues with adjoining authorities. It is important that with the anticipated abolition of the East of England Plan that adjoining authorities work together on such issues, to ensure that development and infrastructure is coordinated.
	No change required
	Support welcomed
	No change required

	10005/60065/CS/C
	Theatres Trust
	The Theatres Trust is The National Advisory Public Body for Theatres.  The Theatres Trust Act 1976 states that ‘The Theatres Trust exists to promote the better protection of theatres.  It currently delivers statutory planning advice on theatre buildings and theatre use through the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) (England) Order 2010 (DMPO), Articles 16 & 17, Schedule 5, para.(w) that requires the Trust to be consulted by local authorities on planning applications which include ‘development involving any land on which there is a theatre.’

Despite the Government’s intention to abolish regional spatial strategies, the Secretary of State’s revocation statement of July 2010 has been found unlawful.  The removal of references to the East of England Plan therefore may not be legally compliant now that the RSSs have been ‘reinstated’ and we suggest that the original wording should be retained where the document is relying on specific guidance.  However, references to the East of England Plan could be deleted where the Core Strategy is able to stand on its own, supported by its local evidence base.

The Council should ensure that the spatial planning framework in this strategic document remains essentially the same with or without the RSS in terms of delivering housing and jobs and their balance over the Plan period.

Although the Localism Bill will pass through Parliament next year, until that time the Core Strategy should remain in general conformity with the East of England Plan.  A review of the Core Strategy could be taken following new guidance in the Localism Act and amendments made accordingly at the appropriate time.
	Reference to the regional policy should be reinstated other than where there is a local evidence base to support the changes.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District.  This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily. 
	No change required

	10010/60044/CS/C
	Terence O'Rourke (MEPC)
	The changes Three Rivers District Council has made to the Core Strategy in light of the revocation of Regional Spatial Strategies and the East of England Plan, government amendments to national policy and amendments to update the plan in accordance with latest monitoring information are supported. These changes ensure the plan remains consistent with national policy.

Following the revocation of Regional Spatial Strategies, MEPC welcome the opportunity to comment on the revised local housing target of 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (a target of 180 homes per year). This is a reduction of 500 homes from the housing target of the Proposed  Submission (June 2010). We note that the Council's evidence base (Changes to housing targets and targets for Gypsies and Travellers, October 2010) acknowledges 'it is clear there is an overwhelming need for all forms of housing in the District and in particular affordable housing, to meet the need of the local population in future years'. Therefore, a reduction in the housing target is disappointing and we would comment that the decrease should not prejudice sites coming forward that have the potential to deliver sustainable development on previously developed land and maximise the efficient use of land.

However we acknowledge that the Council's evidence indicates that the capacity of the District is limited by the availability of suitable sites, the environmental constraints and provision of supporting infrastructure. (It is noted that some sites were originally proposed for inclusion in the housing supply and are now considered unsuitable). For these reasons we consider the revised target justified.

MEPC welcomes the continued importance that the Council places on the Leavesden Aerodrome site in meeting future housing and employment needs. As identified elsewhere within the Core Strategy land at Leavesden Aerodrome within the ownership of MEPC represents a unique opportunity to make a significant contribution towards the housing needs of the district on previously developed land. Given the existing employment provision at Leavesden Park and Leavesden Studios, the site offers great potential to deliver a comprehensive sustainable mixed-use development.
	No change required
	Comments noted.
	No change required

	10015/60045/CS/C
	Terence O'Rourke (Warner Bros)
	We support the changes Three Rivers District Council has made to the core strategy in light of the revocation of Regional Spatial Strategies and the East of England Plan, government amendments to national policy and amendments to update the plan in accordance with latest monitoring information. These changes ensure the plan remains consistent with national policy.

Following the revocation of the Regional Spatial Strategies local councils are able to consider available evidence in order to set local housing delivery targets. We note the revised target of 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (a target of 180 homes per year) in the amended core strategy, which is a reduction of 500 homes from the housing target of the Proposed Submission (June 2010). It is considered that the revised target is justified on the basis of the local evidence provided in the form of the capacity of the District to meet housing need in a sustainable manner, local environmental and infrastructure constraints, historic public consultation and the availability of suitable sites in the District.

The importance of the Leavesden Aerodrome site in meeting the employment and housing needs of the District through a comprehensive mixed-use redevelopment remains key to the successful delivery of core strategy objectives. The recent consented planning application at Leavesden Studios will safeguard and enhance this valuable national asset, and continue to deliver significant economic benefits to the local and national economy.
	No change required
	Comments noted.
	No change required

	10011/60058/CS/C
	EEDA
	EEDA's principal role is to improve the East of England Region's economic performance. Our main concern with strategy documents is therefore that they will help deliver, and provide the spatial framework for:
* sustainable economic development and regeneration in the East of England, and in particular
* the Regional Economic Strategy (Inventing the Future - Collective Actions for a Sustainable Economy, 2008).

We note the legal status of Regional Strategies is fluid and we would suggest that the Council monitors the position carefully. The Secretary of State decision to revoke Regional Strategies has now been quashed although the Secretary of State has reiterated his intention to abolish the regional tier. Cala Homes has brought a second round of proceedings against the government over its approach to the abolition of regional strategies and is currently seeking a declaration from the Court that the government's stated intention to enact primary legislation in the future to abolish Regional Strategies is not a material consideration in planning decisions. The Court has agreed with this approach, pending a full legal hearing into the lawfulness of the Secretary of State's statement and the chief planners advice. As such, until the outcome of that hearing is announced in January 2011, it is clear that decision makers should have full regard to regional strategies as part of the statutory development plan.

In the light of these ongoing decisions and the recent White Paper on local growth we would stress that the Council should ensure it reinstates references to the Regional Strategy and including policy targets and key centres for development and change to ensure that it has relevant, appropriate and sound evidence to support its policies and the approach to its delivery and implementation.

Hertfordshire has a strong and diverse economy with strengths in life sciences, research and development, digital creativity and media, high tech engineering and financial and business services. A location close to London and Cambridge, strategic transport links and proximity of company HQs and foreign based firms and a well-skilled and well-paid workforce.

Three Rivers District Council needs to adopt an appropriate approach to the development strategy and must include an integrated response to the wider economic issues and challenges of the District and its economic sub region, in particular it should reflect the strategic approach taken by all the district councils to address the expansion of Watford and Hemel Hempstead.

Three Rivers is part of a polycentric sub region with key challenges including complex labour markets, social inclusion and regeneration issues and Hertfordshire is recognised as having recent underperformance compared to the rest of the East of England. It is important in reaching conclusions on the future approach that policy targets for the District are guided by forecasts, policy aspirations and potential deliverability.

Since the publication of the Roger Tym Report and the London Arc study, the EEFM model has been updated to include new baseline forecasts. These Autumn 2010 updates should be considered particularly at the impacts of the recession predicted in 2009 runs of the model proved to be overly pessimistic and the forecasts have been revised in two subsequent runs of the model. These are available on the Insight East website.

The Autumn 2010 baseline Three Rivers suggest that the baseline job figures increase from 41,600 in 2009 to 45,800 in 2021 and 2026. This amounts to 4,200 substantially in excess of the 2,378 in para 5.57 of the submitted changes. EEDA would recommend that the most recent forecasts are considered given the forecasts more recent consideration of issues including latest data on the recession and the Coalition Governments CSR announcements.

In reaching these conclusions the Council should consider the wider economic functional area and in particular those locations which lie just outside the District boundary. EEDA would stress the need for an approach which addresses functional economic geographies and cross boundary working. As part of this the District is engaged in a study which seeks to identify the requirements for strategic employment sites in Hertfordshire. We would wish to ensure that Three Rivers considers the early outputs of this study which is due to be published early in the new year.
	Housing targets should be reinstated in accordance with the Regional Plan.  Job figures to be increased following the publication of the Roger Tym Report and  the London Arc Study.
	The Council are aware that the Secretary of State's decision to revoke Regional Spatial Strategies has been quashed in a High Court Judgement.  However, given the Government's strong commitment to revoke the Regional Spatial Strategies and to pass the power of deciding housing targets to the local level, the Council considers that a pragmatic approach is most appropriate and that the submitted Core Strategy should not refer to Regional Strategies as forming part of the current planning framework for the District.  This recognises that by the anticipated adoption of the Three Rivers Core Strategy, the Localism Bill is likely to have received Royal Assent, thereby removing Regional Strategies from the planning framework. This approach will not hold up progress in developing a planning framework for the District unnecessarily. 

The proposed reduction in housing targets takes into account the available evidence in relation to both the need for housing within the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the capacity of the District and the capacity of the District to accommodate this need.  Due to the limitations in land supply within the District, the Council's commitment to protecting the Green Belt which contributes significantly to the character of the District and the lack of infrastructure to support development, it is considered appropriate to marginally reduce the Three Rivers housing target from 5,000 to 4,500 dwellings between 2001 and 2026 (an annual target of 180 dwellings instead of 200 dwellings).  Given the available evidence surrounding housing provision in the District, this is considered to be the most appropriate local target, recognising the Government's commitment to Localism. 


Jobs targets in the Core Strategy have been based on local evidence which has considered what may actually be deliverable, and are therefore considered to be the most locally relevant targets. As set out in the Three Rivers response to the East of England Plan Review, there is concern that assumptions about the economic potential of Hertfordshire are misplaced, and that therefore the forecasts are over-optimistic.
	No change required
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