EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 3 DECEMBER 2012
  

  LEISURE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE - 
21 NOVEMBER 2012

PART   I – DELEGATED
7b.  
  CHORLEYWOOD PLAY SPACE CONSULTATION RESULTS

  (DCES) 

1.
Summary
1.1
  The purpose of this report is to update members on the results of the consultation exercise for the Chorleywood play space scheme and to provide recommendations as regards the next steps.
2.
Details

Consultation Method
2.1
A total of 4,400 letters and questionnaires were distributed alongside Chorleywood Parish Council’s newsletter in August 2012. 
2.2
The letter informed residents on how they could complete the survey for the proposed play space in Chorleywood. Three methods of completing the survey were detailed including a paper questionnaire, online or completing the survey at Chorleywood Library.

2.3
Officers also visited the local primary schools: Chorleywood Primary School, Russell Primary School and Christchurch Primary School (Arnett Hills and St Clement Danes were contacted but did not respond to the consultation request) to talk to children in Years 3 – 6. (7-11 years)
2.4
All consultation focused around the location for the proposed play space, the type of play equipment and any additional comments.  Appendix A contains the example play equipment under consideration as part of the consultation exercise.
2.5
The consultation period was for a total of 6 weeks, from Monday 20 August – Friday 28 September 2012.


Results

2.6
The full consultation report is available at Appendix C.

2.7
A total of 1,103 Chorleywood residents completed the survey, which is a 25% response rate for Chorleywood households.

2.8
91% of respondents lived within the Chorleywood parish (within WD3, 5 and 4 postcodes), with 8% from other WD3 (1, 3, 7 & 8) postcodes and 1% from other areas.

2.9
81% of residents said that they liked the type of equipment shown (Appendix A), with 11% saying no and 8% saying maybe.

2.10
There were a number of additional comments to this question (Appendix B), however many highlighted the need for more traditional play equipment, including swings and slides and many highlighted Scotsbridge and Barton Way play areas as examples of good practice.

2.11
34% of residents selected Chorleywood House Grounds Estate as the preferred location for the play area; 61% selected Chorleywood Common and 5% selected ‘other’ (this mainly included the Swillet play area)

2.12
There were a number of additional comments in relation to the location question (Appendix B). However a number of the comments highlighted that it should be near to the village centre and cafes, that the Swillet should be improved/upgraded or that a play area was not needed in Chorleywood.
2.13
Residents also had the opportunity to record any additional comments about the proposed play area (Appendix C) and included:
· The proposals look great and is something needed in Chorleywood

· The proposed play area should not go on the Common

· The Common is already a natural play area

· It should go on the Common as there are already a number of other activities already taking place there (including golf, cricket and horse riding)


Next Steps
2.14
The consultation results show that 61% of those that responded to the consultation favoured Chorleywood Common as the preferred location for the play space. There are a number of issues to consider if Chorleywood Common is pursued:
1. Chorleywood Parish Council is the land owner of the Common.  Therefore Three Rivers District Council would require permission to install a play space on the Common.
2. Common land is subject to a number of planning regulations and as such any planning request would have to be submitted via the Planning Inspectorate and require approval of the Secretary of State – there are long timescales (approx 6 months) associated with this process.
3. The planning regulations could limit what can be installed on the Common in terms of play structures, fencing and safety surfacing. However, guidance from the planning inspectorate deems that play areas and fencing associated with the play area will be considered as it encourages new usage of the common.
4. Consultation results highlight the desire for more traditional items of play equipment, including swings, slides and roundabouts – the planning regulations may limit these items and consideration will need to be given to community expectations.
5. If the Planning Inspectorate deems there to be enough opposition to the proposal or involve complex issues, then a public inquiry will need to be implemented. The public inquiry will include representation from both the applicant and any opposition and will typically last between 1 – 2 days. A public inquiry will have financial implications for the Council.

6. There would be a number of partners who would need to be consulted as part of the planning process, including Natural England and anyone who has a legal right over access to the common (e.g. the Commoners).
2.15
Based on the consultation results, Officers recommend formally approaching Chorleywood Parish Council for permission to install a play space on Chorleywood Common.

2.16
Officers also recommend further investigation, in partnership with the Parish Council, the following locations (see Appendix B for a location map):
1. Location A – Christchurch side of the Common – this area would be suitable for climbing and rope play in order to reflect the local natural environment (as seen in Appendix A)
2. Location B – village side of the Common – this area would be more suitable for a mixture of play items including swings, slides, trampolines and climbing units because it abuts the station car park and railway line. 

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
The purpose of this report is to update members on the results of the Chorleywood play space consultation and to provide a recommendation on the next steps.  
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  The relevant policy is entitled: 

Community Strategy 2012-2018:  
Priority 1: Children and Young People’s Wellbeing

Priority 2: Health and Wellbeing

Priority 3: Crime and Anti-social Behaviour
TRDC Strategic Plan 2012 – 2015
1.1.1 Reduce anti-social behaviour and crime
1.3 We will reduce health inequalities, promote healthy lifestyles, support learning and community organisations

1.3.2
Contribute to partnership working to reduce health inequalities

1.3.3
Provide a range of supervised leisure activities and facilities for young people.

2.1.1
Maintain the number of accredited open spaces, parks and woodland areas: - Satisfaction with quality/provision of parks and open spaces


4.1.2
We will strive to improve and monitor customer satisfaction 

4.1.3
We will inform and update customers about the Council’s work and services.
Leisure and Community Services Service Plan 2012 – 2015
Deliver leisure activities to young people, elderly and people with disabilities through sports, arts, play, health, education and learning.

Three Rivers District Play Strategy


Three Rivers District Play Strategy 2008 – 2013 – Key Policy Statements


(i) We want play to be fun and exciting, challenging and involve and element of risk, 

(ii) We want to involve children and young people in planning all future play services and facilities. 

(iii) We want to provide inclusive play opportunities. 

(iv) We want to ensure play activities are effectively communicated and promoted.  

(v) We want to maintain and enhance the existing children’s play areas, woodlands and open spaces. 

(vi) We want to promote health and physical activity through play. 

(vii) We want to strengthen the partnership with the voluntary sector and key organisations to ensure good, inclusive and accessible children’s services and facilities are provided.  

(viii) We want to ensure that all future residential developments include high quality children’s play spaces.


(ix) we want all individuals involved in children’s play to be qualified and trained in playwork and safeguarding children.  

4.2
At the end 2013/14 it is anticipated that a new play space will have been provided for the local community of Chorleywood.

  5.
Financial Implications
5.1
  The financial breakdown details the agreed capital (including internal fees) and revenue budgets for 2012/13 and the proposed capital and revenue budgets for subsequent years until 2014/15. The bids for capital budgets for these schemes are included in the Leisure Services Plan 2012/15 and subsequent 2013/16 plan, which will be presented to members as part of the budget setting process.

	Capital
	
2012/13
£
	2013/14

£
	2014/15

£
	Future Years

£

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	

	Mill End play area

Ashridge new play area
Chorleywood new play area
Baldwins Lane play area
Hornhill play area
General Improving Future Schemes
	95,000

95,000
38,000
	95,000
95,000
100,000

	200,000


	200,000



	Net Commitment
	190,000
	290,000
	200,000
	200,000


5.2
Due to timescales for the Chorleywood play space, the £95,000 will be re-phased to the 2013/14 financial year.

5.3
The following table shows the agreed revenue budget provision that currently exists against each Play Area in the medium term financial plan..
	Revenue
	2012/13
£
	
2013/14
£
	2014/15
£

	Expenditure
	
	
	

	Mill End play area

Ashridge new play area

Chorleywood new play area

Baldwins Lane play area

General Improving Future Schemes
	0
0

0

0

0


	1,500

0

0

1,500
0


	1,500

1,500

1,500

1,500

1,500

	Net Commitment
	0
	3,000
	7,500


6.
Legal Implications
6.1
Even though the Parish Council is owner of the Common and assuming it agrees to the works proposed, it remains necessary, under S.38 of the Commons Act 2006, to obtain the consent of the Secretary of State (SOS) to carry out the works proposed.  In granting consent, SOS must have regard to the interests of anyone having rights over the land, the interests of the neighbourhood and the public interest.  This latter includes nature conservation, conservation of the landscape and the protection of access to the land concerned.  There appears to be a good case for the obtaining of SOS consent.

6.2
  All proposed works will be tendered within the Council’s constitution and   procurement procedures. 

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
Relevance Test

	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?


	Yes 

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?


	No 


8.
Staffing Implications
8.1
  The play area capital programme will require the time of the Acting Leisure Services Manager, Acting Leisure Development Manager and a Building Surveyor to oversee project management, consultation, negotiations and installation of the new facility.
9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
The installation of the new play space in Chorleywood will increase the quality of provision of community facilities in the public open spaces.

9.2
The new play space will aim to make use of natural materials as well as recycled materials. The designs will be sustainable and will include sustainable features where possible.  The users of the children’s play area will be encouraged to appreciate the natural surroundings as part of the play experience i.e. incorporation of interpretation boards, sound, nesting boxes and wildlife habitats could be considered as part of the overall design.
10.
Community Safety Implications

10.1
The local Police Community Safety Officers, Crime Prevention Liaison Officer and the Grounds Maintenance team will be consulted on the final design options.

11.
Customer Services Centre Implications, Communications and Website Implications
11.1
None specific.
12.
Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
12.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk.  In addition, the risks of the proposals in the report have also been assessed against the Council’s duties under Health and Safety legislation relating to employees, visitors and persons affected by our operations.  The risk management implications of this report are detailed below.

12.2
The subject of this report is covered by the  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Leisure and Environmental service plans. Any risks resulting from this report will be included in the risk register and, if necessary, managed within these plans.
12.3
The following table gives the risks if the recommendation(s) are agreed, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood: 

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	1
	Chorleywood Parish Council does not allow the installation of a children’s play space on the Common.
	III
	C

	2
	The installation of a children’s play space on the Common results in a lengthy public inquiry.
	III
	C

	3
	Accidents and injuries to children and young people and adults
	III
	E

	4
	Incidents of vandalism
	II
	C

	5
	Incidents of graffiti
	II
	D


12.4
The following table gives the risks that would exist if the recommendation is rejected, together with a scored assessment of their impact and likelihood:

	Description of Risk
	Impact
	Likelihood

	6
	The west of Chorleywood Ward remains inadequately provided with a children’s play area as identified in the PPG17 strategic planning documentation. 
	III
	B

	7
	Poor satisfaction by the 61% of the Chorleywood community who voted to install a play area in Chorleywood on the Common.
	III
	C


12.5
Of the risks above the following are already included in service plans:

	Description of Risk
	Service Plan

	No
	3 & 7
	Leisure and Community Services

	
	4 & 5
	Environmental Protection

	
	6
	Development Management

	
	1 & 2
	To be included in the Leisure and Community Service plan


12.6
The above risks are plotted on the matrix below depending on the scored assessments of impact and likelihood, detailed definitions of which are included in the risk management strategy. The Council has determined its aversion to risk and is prepared to tolerate risks where the combination of impact and likelihood are plotted in the shaded area of the matrix. The remaining risks require a treatment plan. 
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Likelihood
	A
	
	
	
	
	
	Impact
	Likelihood

	
	B
	
	
	6
	
	
	V = Catastrophic
	A = >98%

	
	C
	
	4
	1,2,7
	
	
	IV = Critical
	B = 75% - 97%

	
	D
	
	5
	
	
	
	III = Significant
	C = 50% - 74%

	
	E
	
	
	3
	
	
	II = Marginal
	D = 25% - 49%

	
	F
	
	
	
	
	
	I = Negligible
	E = 3% - 24%

	
	
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V
	
	F =  <2%

	
	Impact


	
	


12.7
In the officers’ opinion none of the new risks above, were they to come about, would seriously prejudice the achievement of the Strategic Plan and are therefore operational risks.  The effectiveness of treatment plans are reviewed by the Audit Committee annually.

13.  
Recommendation

The Leisure and Community Safety Policy and Scrutiny Committee recommend to the Executive Committee:
13.1
That   Three Rivers District Council formally request permission from Chorleywood Parish Council to install the proposed play space on Chorleywood Common.

13.2
Subject to 13.1 above that officers investigate further, locations A and B, as detailed in Appendix B.
13.3
That Officers submit a planning application to the Planning Inspectorate to install a play space on Chorleywood Common.
13.4
That officers provide a progress report in due course.

Report prepared by:
  Charlotte Gomes (Acting Leisure Development Manager)

Data Quality


Survey Monkey – consultation results

CRT Touch Screen consultation device – consultation results
 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 

Data checked by: 

Alison Phin, Leisure Services Manager ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 
	1
	Poor
	

	2
	Sufficient
	(

	3
	High
	



Background Papers


Briefing document for Open Spaces Committee – Play Area Advisory Committee 
Chorleywood Parish Council - Open Spaces Committee Minutes – 21 February 2012


Consultation questionnaire

The Planning Inspectorate Common Land Guidance Sheet 1a
A Common Purpose – A guide to community engagement for those contemplating management on Common Land (Natural England)

APPENDICES

  Appendix A – Chorleywood play space design proposal

Appendix B – Map of proposed locations


Appendix C – Chorleywood Consultation Results Report

Appendix A – Chorleywood play space design proposal – part of the consultation
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Appendix B – Location Maps

Chorleywood Common Location Map
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Location A – Christchurch side of the Common
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Village side of the Common – next to the station car park
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Appendix C – Consultation Results
Chorleywood Play Space Consultation Report

Method

A total of 4,400 letters and questionnaires were distributed alongside Chorleywood Parish Council’s newsletter in August 2012. The letter informed residents on how they could complete the survey for the proposed play space in Chorleywood. 3 methods of completing the survey were detailed including:

1. www.iplayoutdoors.co.uk – the website included further information about the survey, images of the proposed design concept and a link to survey monkey in order to complete the survey online.

2. Complete the paper copy enclosed with the letter – residents could view the proposed design concept online at www.iplayoutdoors.co.uk or in Chorleywood Library. Paper copies could then be returned to either: Three Rivers District Council offices (in Rickmansworth), Chorleywood Parish Council offices or in the survey box at Chorleywood library.

3. Visit Chorleywood library to view the proposed design concept and then complete the survey on the ‘touch screen’ computer device

The consultation asked 3 main questions:

1). Looking at the design concepts, is this the type of equipment you would like in Chorleywood? (Yes; No; Other responses)

2). Where do you feel the play space would be best located? (Chorleywood House Grounds; Chorleywood Common; Other responses)

3). Do you have any other comments you would like to add?

Three Rivers District Council also visited Chorleywood Primary School, Christchurch Primary School and Russell Primary School (Arnett Hills and St Clement Danes were contacted but did not respond to the consultation request) to talk to children in Years 3 to Year 6. Children were asked:

1). how they like to play outdoors

2). what is their favourite thing to play on in a play area?

3). what do they like about Chorleywood Common as a location for a play area?

4). what do they not like about Chorleywood Common as a location for a play area?

5). what do they like about Chorleywood House Grounds as a location for a play area?

6). what do they not like about Chorleywood House Grounds as a location for a play area?

7). they then voted on their preferred location

8). do they have any other comments/suggestions

9). what do they like / dislike about the proposed play equipment?

10). anything else?

The consultation period was for a total of 6 weeks, from Monday 20 August – Friday 28 September 2012.
Results

A total of 1,103 Chorleywood residents completed the survey, which is a 25% response rate for Chorleywood households.

The demographics of respondents can be broken down to:

	Gender
	Age

	Females
	Males
	0-5
	6-10
	11-15
	16-20
	21-30
	31-40
	41-50
	51-60
	61+

	51%
	49%
	1%
	34%
	2%
	1%
	2%
	18%
	17%
	9%
	17%


91% of respondents lived within the Chorleywood parish (within WD3 5 and WD3 4 postcodes), with 8% from other WD3 (1, 3, 7 & 8) postcodes and 1% from other areas.

Question 1 results

Looking at the design concepts, is this the type of equipment you would like in Chorleywood?

· 81% (84% excluding the school children) selected ‘yes’ to this question

· 11% (13% excluding the school children) selected ‘no’ to this question

· 8% (3% excluding the school children) selected ‘other’ or ‘maybe’ to this question


There were 96 additional comments (excluding numbered comments from the school children) received in relation to this question (see Appendix A for all comments):

· 42 comments were received in relation to the need for more for younger children

· 34 comments that swings and slides should be included

· 29 comments that examples such as Scotsbridge and Barton Way play areas should be considered as good practice for Chorleywood

· A lot of the children from the schools felt that a zip wire was an essential item of equipment to be included

· Items such as trampolines, roundabouts and sand play were also considered to be important

· Other comments included plenty of seating and use of natural materials for low level play and exploration

· 7 comments that there should be a skate area / cycle area for young people

Question 2 results

Where do you feel the play space would be best located?

· 34% (31% excluding the school children) selected ‘Chorleywood House Grounds Estate’ to this question

· 61% (62% excluding the school children) selected ‘Chorleywood Common’ to this question

· 5% (7% excluding the school children) selected ‘other’ to this question


There were 118 additional comments (excluding numbered comments from the school children) received in relation to this question (see Appendix B for all comments):

· 27 comments that the Swillet would be a better location and that existing facilities should be expanded / improved

· 51 comments that it should be located close to the village centre and cafes and in particular near to the station car park / Old Shepherd pub or near to the Memorial Hall

· 13 comments that a play area was not required in Chorleywood and that it should not be located on either the Common or Chorleywood House Grounds Estate

· 15 comments were recorded in relation to Chorleywood House Grounds Estate being inaccessible from the village – mainly due to the busy road and that most people would have to drive

· 14 comments were received in relation to the play area not being located on the Common

· 15 comments highlighted the play area fitting in well with existing facilities at Chorleywood House Estate.

· Other comments received include the necessity for facilities for children and young people on the Common and not just to prioritise, cows, golf, horse riding, dog walkers and newts.

· A lot of the children were concerned about the impact the play area would have on nature on both the Common and at Chorleywood House Estate.

· Other suggested locations included: the public car park on Lower Road, Phillips Hill Wood and utilising school or pub grounds.

Question 3 results

Do you have any other comments you would like to add?

A further 403 additional comments were received and can be summarised as follows (see Appendix C for all comments):

· 49 comments were made to highlight that the play area should not go on the common, along with this, there were 29 comments that the common is already a natural play area.

· 22 comments were made that it is a waste of money and not needed

· 57 comments highlighted the need for the play area to be located within walking distance of the village, not near busy roads, thus reducing the need for driving.

· 57 comments said that the play area should go on the Common as there are currently other activities taking place catering for other groups e.g. golf, horse riding, cricket and dog walking.

· 99 comments felt that the proposal looked great and was something Chorleywood really needed.

· 68 comments that the design should incorporate a variety of equipment pieces and that Barton Way (Croxley Green) and Scotsbridge should be used as good examples

· 23 comments that Chorleywood House Grounds estate would be better

· Seating and picnic benches should be considered

· Residents have large gardens currently and therefore do not need a play area

· Concerns over vandalism and teenagers congregating

· People want more detail in terms of what and where

· Locations on the common to be considered should include: land near to the station car park entrance or near to the cricket club / Christchurch School

· Car parking must be considered

Appendix A – Additional Comments – Equipment Question

Survey Monkey
	like that but also basics like swings

	the equipment looks good but i would like to see more variety for younger children

	But not clear what will surround the play area as that can make a big difference as to how this will look..

	this is a prime area for families and for good childrens' facilities so they would really be welcomed and very well used.

	Include a log pile from sawn timber already available in TRDC's Carpenters Wood

	Yes, but not on the Common

	Yes, but also some conventional equipment as younger children like colourful items.

	I would like swings and a slide for little children.  These are my favourites.

	But more for years 2 to 7. - Sand pit, basket swing and swings in general! Trampoline built into the ground and rotating spider as like the very popular one at Little Chalfont's newest park.

	Want more "separate" toddler equipment also as it looks quite high up and there may be queues to get on

	The proposed design is good but also include swings, roundabout etc to make the amenities more inclusive for all ages

	I do want natural looking play equipment, but not over the top and not to the detriment of the overall design and not so that it limits the facilities. The design drawings have been put together by a specialist company offering natural play, but there are plenty of such companies and I think it important that the play scheme goes out to tender and to avoid unnecessary and expensive consultancy costs eating away at the budget.

	Whilst this design will stretch children and build confidence.  It has little to offer the younger child for whom the traditional swings, slides, roundabouts and small scale adventure playground items are more appropriate such as the one in the aquadrome.

	i think this would be good but only as part of larger scheme, i feel that it should have some swings, slide etc or be more like the new site at Scotsbridge

	Some swings would also be good

	Yes but blended with equipment aimed at younger children too

	i would say that there appears to be little for children aged under 5 near the ground. this should be addressed.

	For what I can see in the design, most of the equipment is for older kids. Now that is ok for me as my daughters are 7 & 11 but may be it could have as well equipment for younger kids.

	The design looks good (re the "natural" feel), but it also looks like the majority of the climbing forest is suitable for older children (e.g. 6yrs plus), it would be good if it could also incorporate some elements for younger children (e.g. like in the Croxley Green play area, nr the library).

	I am not sure we really need another play area as we are well served by the Swillet and the Aquadrome

	I would love to see this type of design along with something that is also challenging for older children too (10 to 16 yrs)

	Also some basic swings would be good.

	Yes this is great for older kids but I think there is little for the toddler age-group

	Think the concept is great, but would also like some swings!

	I like the look of this but maybe some traditional playground equipment could be incorporated, still in the same timber style e.g. swings and a roundabout.  Just ropes would limiting for younger children.

	Yes, but also with equipment for smaller children so whole family can find something for them. The design seems to satisfy non toddlers only.

	Also smaller equipment and variety for toddlers please

	yes but it would be good to take in account simple things such as a sand pit, swings and other pieces of equipments for young children

	As long as there are aspects suitable for younger sibs when the older ones are enjoying the equipment

	great climbing concept, would be great to add some timber ideas for younger children (junior assault/balance course), plus woodland swings etc

	Maybe, but alongside more traditional play equipment for all ages.  i.e. swings, sand pit, play house, floor trampoline

	Looks fabulous!

	Yes but focused to older children.

	I'd like something more neutral

	The new playground at Scotsbridge is the sort of thing I'd like to see.  This looks aimed at an older age group and looks a bit dangerous.

	nothing

	Include zip wire similar to the aquadrome to appeal to a broader age range.  Cycle tracks would also be good so young children can bring their bikes and parents can teach them to ride on two wheels.

	Plenty of seating for parents/grandparents required

	The new park at the bottom of Scotsbridge Hill is excellent. Very well designed. Attractive and in tune with its surroundings. Would welcome this as an alternative.

	Chorleywood Common is NOT a suitable location for this project at all - so the answer is NO for any proposed siting on Chorleywood Common. However the STAG LANE playground location is a much more suitable location.

	It would be nice to have swings, too. There is an irony in that it looks very rustic and tree-like and there are a good few trees for the climbing around Chorleywood

	This looks great for 5 years old and above but with no activity for younger kids.

	We would prefer to see swings and slides and roundabouts in addition to the climbing frame.  We feel that the current proposal is aimed at older children and feel it could get congested easily.

	Additional to the above perhaps tunnels, roundabouts, swings, sandpit, etc?

	so long as it appeals to all age groups.....

	Cannot see the colour but it should be a natural colour, as maintenance free as possible and no surface attractive to graffiti.

	This doesn't incorporate anything for younger children. Could there be some more traditional play equipment such as slides with steps? It would be fine to bring the equipment in keeping with this scheme, which looks interesting.

	Whilst I like the "natural" timber design concept, I feel that this structure is more suited to a particular age group and would not accommodate the needs of very young children. It appears the slide can only be accessed via a difficult rope structure, thus precluding anyone under about the age of 6 or 7. Parents visiting the playground with children of various ages will have some happy children and some very sad ones that can't do any of the activities. There needs to be a smaller slide as well, accessible to a younger age group and other activities that will attract younger children and that they will be able to do on their own, such as solid or suspension low wooden bridges, tepees, or a fort or pirate ship that children can climb over.

	As well as swings etc not just climbing frame style apparatus. Tunnels and roundabouts, hide and seek places.

	I like the climbing idea but without swings and roundabouts etc my grandchildren 4-9 years would be unlikely to use the facility.

	these should be separate steps to the slide to allow it to be used without having to go all the way along the roped area

	Skateboard park for youths, there is already a play area in the Swillet

	This is good. I would like some swings as well. I would also like a "zip line"

	but reduce amount of ropes; include some wooden carved logs(may be there already in scheme) & small things for young children to climb over- DO NOT Paint in garish colours

	include swings (baby and older kids)

	More traditional swings, see saws and slides as well. I can see nothing for toddlers in this design.

	There doesn't appear to be very much for children that are younger 2-3 there's too many of the ropes etc not enough slides and swings from what I can make out from the image - this image isn't particularly informative either

	The design looks great for older kids. But I was expecting more traditional playground elements - swings, roundabout etc also suitable for toddlers as we have a baby and were hoping to use it during the next few years.

	Whilst I like the look of the concept, there appears to be too few ground-based activities for smaller children and too little seating for parents and guardians

	we think it needs more equipment for under 5s

	It does look great for older children, around 7+, but as a mother of two pre-schoolers I can see very little that my children could safely make use of. Swings/slides/roundabouts.... It would be great if the area was more age inclusive.

	I like the natural feel of the equipment - the fact that it is made from wood.  However, I have a 14 month old who loves going on swings.  There does not seem to be any equipment in this design aimed at toddlers and little children - it seems to be aimed at a much older age group.  I think there is a place for the current design, but only if it is supplemented with equipment aimed at the younger age groups of 1-5 year olds.

	PLUS open public exercises equipment for the people of all ages

	Would prefer several individual items in various areas across the Common to encourage exploring of the whole area.

	The equipment & design is good but nowhere near varied enough. The illustration shows a see-saw & stepping stones but children also love swings & roundabouts which are not included here.

	Some more consideration for under 5s.

	but need to incorporate something for younger  children/toddlers

	I like playground make from natural materials however, I feel the playground also needs to cater  for the younger ages or those children who are not so confident in climbing.  I would have liked to see a low rise platform with a slide as in Barton's way playground. I think there are too many climbing equipment.

	sings basket or tyre swing

	I would prefer to see more traditional equipment geared towards younger children

	I am not in favour of play equipment on the Common at all, I think it is totally out of keeping with the nature of the Common, and the noise and crowding of children and parents in a play area will significantly impair it for walkers.  However, the grounds of Chorleywood House are already used for many leisure activities, and this equipment would fit and look fine in the grounds.

	not against a play area; this looks prone to children getting injured without supervision; too "open"...needs more hard surfaces to climb on etc

	This type of design would fit in well in the proposed Chorleywood settings. I hope efforts are being made to appeal to a broad age range and that children themselves are being asked what kinds of equipment they like to use. My experience is that my children like pyramid type climbing ropes/frames and spend much longer on those than the more linear ones shown here. Could a sandpit be considered?

	It would also be nice to see play equipment specifically for little ones (toddlers and pre-school children) included such as something for them to swing on and jump on (ground level trampoline) climb through (tunnels) smaller slide/climbing frame

	I am in favour of the natural/keeping with the environment approach but looking at this design it does not appear to have any facilities which would cater for pre-school aged children. I'd love to see a few more seating areas for carers/parents to watch children. One other point to consider is when you're a parent of more than one child it's often a challenge to keep an eye on both children when the toddler play furniture is so far away from play furniture which is used by older children.

	Of the standard types of play equipment, I think there should be some swings at least.  Barton Road, Croxley Green has both the wood / rope climbing facilities plus swings (& other equipment).  Swings are a must

	I like the concept in general but I think there needs to be more for younger children. Many families have a range of ages and 2 year olds upwards won't be satisfied with the small range of little seesaws illustrated but wouldn't be safe on the large timber equipment. There doesn't seem to be anything in between

	depends on the location, this would work in Chorleywood House estate, but not suitable for the common

	swings

	I think you also need zip wire, slides, things for younger children, sand pit like Croxley green

	Equipment should be in keeping with the setting whilst at the same time also being challenging and "fun enough" for all of the targeted age groups.  There should be no fencing.  It would be good if more natural elements could be incorporated into the design e.g. Felled Trees as seats, tables for the children to picnic at - (these could be added from the rangers when they do their tree maintenance on the common) to help integrate natural and formal play so that they are more seamless.


Touch screen

No additional comments

School children

	What do you like about the equipment shown?
	What don’t you like about the equipment shown?
	What would you add or change?

	
	
	

	tube slide, climbing, looks like 'go ape', adventurous, a bit like the school play area, rope swings, it looks really high, different to other parks, the two ropes, 'I like everything about it because it's big', spider web.
	too big, kill the environment, you will have to cut down trees, you might not like the spider net, the safety- in case you fall, there’s no football pitches, someone could fall over and break a bone, there’s no swings, babies could fall. 
	slide, baby area, see saws, swings, ladders, slide that twists and turns, monkey bars, a place to randomly play, a place to take your toys, a tunnel, dog poo bin, rope swing, zip wire, tennis court on the common, tube over the slide to stop it getting wet, helter skelter slide.

	It's set out really nicely, 'I like everything', it's good for all ages, it looks fun to climb, eco friendly-lots of trees, natural and blends in, it looks stables, it's high and lots of ropes.
	there’s no swings, too many ropes, there’s not a safety net, 
	put more active things like see saws and swings, basket swing, zip wire, rotator bounce, steps to get up to the climbing frame, ladders to the spiders web

	Did not ask this question - ran out of time
	it could kill the animals, there’s no zip wire, if it's in the forest you couldn’t find it, there’s no rotator bounce, there’s no skate park
	All want a zip wire

	Did not ask this question - ran out of time
	did not ask this question - ran out of time
	zip wire, swings, roundabout, tree house, skate park, something for younger children, trampoline, swings, monkey bars, more slides, basket swing, cycle track, ramp and massive foam pit to ride my bike into, climbing wall, ball pit, pit trampoline, add more levels, a different way up to the slide, a trampoline under all of the equipment, picnic tables, a bar to sell drink, go ape, bars you can climb up, zig zag rope nets like a ladder. 

	looks really fun, it's really big, loads of ropes to climb on, high view, it's different, "I can see myself there", there’s a safety net, set yourself a challenge.
	too much rope, there’s no monkey bars
	more ropes, a pyramid, swings, more rocks to sit on, a climbing wall, monkey bars, a zip wire, a farm in the picture, fireman’s pole, tree swing.

	the tunnel nets, it looks safe, boulders to sit on, tunnel slide, like Scotsbridge play area, spider web, it's high up, like Aston Clinton, "I love everything about it", the hammock.
	Not very safe, too high - like at black park, careful of the roots from the trees, nothing, tight rope, it doesn't have rock climbing. 
	add a tree house, a zip wire, use a belt for safety, rugby posts, football posts, more slides, swimming pool, swing, tyre swing, climbing wall, pit trampoline, monkey bars.

	did not have time to ask what the children liked about the equipment, just had a general discussion- see additional comments
	did not have time to ask what the children didn't like about the equipment, just had a general discussion- see additional comments
	can we add: pyramids, rope swings, zip wire, basket swing, monkey bars, round about, could you add a titan, moving monkey bars would be good, high zip wire to the ground


Paper copies

	N/A (refer to comment section)

	This is disgraceful to waste money in a time of recession. It is not needed. This is not an inner city area!

	Yes, perhaps we can ensure there's an area for young teenagers as well ie. Skate Park.

	Who in Chorleywood is qualified to look at and judge play space design concepts for now and in the future! Stupid Question!

	It is completely unsuited to any part of The Common. And is unsightly and unnecessary.

	A mixture of some of this and some for toddlers.

	Looks entertaining, if it's not vandalised; What are running (?) costs, particularly insurance. Parents will sue if 'Johnny falls off'.

	Acceptable

	The suggested equipment, in my view, is totally inappropriate for location on the Common - It is supposed to be discreet - it can scarcely be hidden!

	Something simpler and less costly, get the Chorleywood Parish Council rangers involved in design and build: it will make a challenge for them.

	It is designed for older children, there would not be much for toddlers to do. Our children like the play area at Scotsbridge Mill as it has trampoline, an easily accessible slide, swings etc.

	Looks very pretty, but how durable is it? It's hard to tell how large it is? Very large, judging the size of human beings shown  - closed-in-slide. Takes some courage! 

	Not suitable for young children. What age group is this designed for?

	but it is too limited: just one tunnel slide - there should be one open slide at least

	for a natural 'low key' look I think it would work in Chorleywood.

	Only one to choose from suggest greater variety explored


Appendix B – Additional Comments – Location Question

Survey Monkey

	Another option could be the area of land outside of the station parking past the trees near the railway line. Its near the village but wont spoil the overall view of the common. The common has been a natural unspoilt area for many many years and needs to remain so.

	Either proposed site would be good, but the common allows people to make use of the Christ Church school cafe as well, or to combine the playground with a walk across the common, or easy walk to Chorleywood shops to a cafe afterwards.

	Definitely not on the Common and preferably not in Chorleywood House Grounds.  However if it has to be sited somewhere Chorleywood House would be the best location.

	Chorleywood House Grounds Estate is an obvious place but I would be concerned that people would travel by car rather than walk. The common is more accessible on foot.

	I really like the idea of either Chorleywood House or the common for this type of equipment, which looks great, however, i feel that there should also be a smaller park, say with a few swings and a slide and a climbing frame, nothing fancy, in the shoppers car park on lower road (see below for reasons)

	Or The Swillet

	Heronsgate Park, Of the other choices prefer the common as easier to access

	Wherever it is located it should be as unobtrusive as possible

	To be of benefit, this needs to be located near to the village centre not on the Common or in Chorleywood House Estate.  It will be of no interest to teenagers so will only be for younger children who will be with their parents.

	The public car park in Chorleywood which very under utilised space.

	So I can walk to it with Mummy.

	Swillet playing field

	Must have sufficient parking!!!! And be with in easy walking distance of the village. Opposite the Rose & Crown Public House would be a good open environment - Away from the golf course naturally.

	Not on the common. Beautiful open space for children, adults and animals to enjoy. Not many of these left now!!

	Neither location

	I strongly disagree with building the play space on the common. This action would inevitably, over a period of time, lead to a 'urbanisation' of the common, I.e. increase in traffic, car parking issues, demand for further building development (toilets, cafe, etc). The common would transform into a municipal recreation park which is detrimental to the origins of the common.

	I would like to see it at Chorleywood Common, but it is important for the play area to be fenced so to ensure the safeguarding of the children. The argument that the Common should not have fencing but open ground to all is really ancient. The Common needs to be attractive to different markets and in its current use there is nothing for young families to really enjoy spending lots of time and often on the Common. Golfers and Horse riders have had exclusive use for far too long, it is about time the Common Open Space is opened up to the masses, look at the demographics of Chorleywood, it is filling up with young families and currently the recreational facilities are very poor indeed.  The decision as to the location of the play area needs to be agreed upon, only then can you really design a play facility. Chorleywood House, for example could offer water sprinklers for example, which I can understand won't be the case if it were housed on the Common.

	Impossible to give a view about my preference without knowing which parts of Chorleywood Common are being considered.

	Provided there is sufficient parking.

	Chorleywood House Grounds Estate is difficult to get to safely with a buggy from Chorleywood itself.

	or the Swillet which is totally out of date.


	As above.  However if the majority wish for a playground I think Chorleywood House Grounds is the better location.

	not familiar enough with the common

	Feel this sort of design would fit in very well with the surrounding areas of the Common.  If it is situated on the Common I believe more parents and children would walk to visit the site which fits in well with environmental and health improvement issues.  If at the House Ground Estate parking will need to be provided and unfortunately I feel less people will walk as it is not as accessible and involves crossing a very busy road.

	It should be located discretely at the Cricket Club "end " of the common

	The common is more central to Chorleywood and there's no point putting one where you have to drive to as no one will want to cross the main road with their little children.

	Swillet Play area

	In the land between the Old Shepherd public house and the station car park entrance.

	I would like to encourage people to spend more time on Lower Road, hence a park within 5 walk on the common would be great.

	The Swillet should be expanded

	The road to the House Estate is very dangerous.  I don't see why we can have a golf course on the common and not a playground

	I think that the Common had more land to accommodate this without changing the purpose of the common.  Chorleywood House Grounds Estate are fairly small and this scheme would overtake the area completely. As a frequent visitor to the cemetery I like the current peace and tranquillity that this offers and feel that a play area here would change this.

	we do not need additional playgrounds in Chorleywood, we have the whole common, Bullsland and Chorleywood house grounds estate,

	Do not feel we need another playground in Chorleywood and definitely not on Chorleywood common

	Very keen to have a central play area that is in-keeping with the natural environment of the common.

	This location would be perfect as there's plenty of flat land well away from any road. Also plenty of room to enlarge existing car parking facilities.

	It would be nice to have it where it accessible by foot by at least some of Chorleywood's residents.  The parking is already over crowded in both the common and Chorleywood house car parks

	NEITHER!  (I do not support the grounds estate option, but the electronic survey would not accept an alternative answer) The Stag Lane play site is a more suitable position, and it is a large area, surrounded by trees. The Stag Lane playground is a far more suitable place for Chorleywood children to play.

	This page does not allow me to select 'Other'. I do not wish the play area to be sited either on the common or the house grounds.  A large and ideally located play space already exists in the centre of the village on Stag Lane. This space and has a section of unused ground the other side of the football pitch to the playground which has several trees and is ideal for the proposed new scheme.

	Much better parking than the Common and will generate too much disturbing noise there.

	on land in front of The Old Shepherd pub or on a designated area in front of the memorial hall car park or adjacent to the cricket pitch. The only other possible locations I can think of would consist of making schools' and/or pubs' facilities available for use when not being used by pupils or patrons. There was a little playground at The Sportsman for example, before it was redeveloped. Russell has similar facilities. If they were located on the edge of the school's grounds they could be accessed separately from the rest of the school grounds when necessary.

	Although parking around estate is very difficult ar weekends due to the football traffic.

	I feel there is already a good play area sports playing field in Chorleywood. I do not agree with either location above but can not complete this unless one of boxes is ticked.

	Chorleywood Common, the nearer the high street the better.

	Either has pros and cons.  Chorleywood House Grounds has better parking but main road to cross and no easy access to coffee shop type facilities, although scope for a small coffee hut type thing -- good business op for one of the many coffee shops in Chorleywood.  Chorleywood Common has poor parking but good access to coffee shops.  Preference would be for location on Common to be nearer to the village than to the main road/Christchurch area.

	I think the Common gets too busy with so many other activities and users, Chorleywood House Grounds are close by and by comparison under used.

	It would be best if people could walk there from the village. The Chorleywood House is a long way to walk.

	As near to the village centre as possible. Ideally it should be positioned in one of the grassy areas of the Common near the Old Shepherd pub. Children would not need to cross any roads from the village centre in order to reach it and it would not impact on the rest of the Common. I would be very upset if the playground were to be sited near Christchurch school or in Chorleywood House Grounds. This would make the playground off limits to most families and only benefit children that attend Christchurch school. It should be sited where it can benefit the maximum number of children - as near to the village as possible.

	Other - The Swillet is under used and already there it would be used if brought up to date and is the most central of the three sites to Chorleywood town.

	In an open position (easily found) near to car parking.

	I consider Chorleywood Common would be totally inappropriate as it would vastly spoil the beautiful landscape which the council is working very hard to keep as a protected natural environment.  Somewhere towards the back of Chorleywood House Grounds Estate in the vicinity of the football pitches would lend itself to be an environment much more in keeping with the purpose of the equipment.

	Could have been situated on Common if there had been a perimeter fence to keep dogs and children apart.

	This should not be placed on the common

	Somewhere away from dog walkers and the mess they can leave behind.

	within walking distance of a car park, for mums with babies and toddlers

	Opposite the Old Shepherd pub or near that area. Second preference opposite the Memorial Hall or near that area.

	I am concerned about the potential for need for extra parking

	both?

	the location is not clear at all-  please specify where exactly- provide a map.

	The grounds of Chorleywood House are far too remote to allow it to be truly classed as a local facility. The nature of the concept would easily fit in with the landscape on the common

	And near to the town centre.  There is not enough parking either on the Common or at Chorleywood House for a play space that is not within easy walking distance of the town centre.

	The Swillet

	With the A404 providing an extreme hazard to foot access to Chorleywood House Grounds Estate, it would be very stupid to even consider that site.

	near to the memorial hall/rose and crown pub

	sand pit like that at Barton Way Croxley green

	This would enable suitable parking for parents which would be separate from the other common car parks which already attract many people at busy times.  Many people would not walk to this facility - wherever it is situated!

	Although if a playground like Scotsbridge or Barton Way was available at Chorleywood House I would prefer that than a climbing forest on Chorleywood Common.

	See comment on Q1 above.  An area of play equipment would be totally out of place on the Common, and would seriously impair its enjoyment by many of our local people.  However, I think play equipment in the grounds of Chorleywood House is a good idea, and in keeping with the established use of those grounds for many leisure activities enjoyed by all ages.

	may be a bit remote for some, but most have transport, and parking would be easier we should be very careful with use of the common

	Without doubt it needs a more central location without the need to have to cross the main road or drive to which would make it different to the current playgrounds that we have to drive to.

	The A404 is too dangerous to cross, even for a lone adult, let alone with children.  Further, the C/w House Estate grounds are too far away from the majority of residents.  The facilities would be used less and create unnecessary car journeys

	People would have to drive to Chorleywood House, particularly as it's difficult to cross the main road with small kids. I would like it to be on the common as it would encourage walking, and if possible, nearer the golf club end so that it's more accessible to the town centre.

	I think either Chorleywood House grounds or the Common would be suitable so long as there is protection from dogs and horses and adequate parking nearby.

	As near to the village/ shops as possible. Perhaps near the memorial hall car park. Alternatively, what about the "shoppers car park" on lower road? is this used a lot?

	The common is easily accessible. I recall that similar plans were rejected about a decade ago because some residents took the view the common should be a 'natural playground' and no special facilities should be offered to children. However since dogs, horses cattle, golfers and cricketers are allowed to enjoy  the common often with special facilities being provided to enable them to do so, children should be encouraged to do so too. The location would avoid many children having to cross the busy Chorleywood Road.

	The primary reasons I feel Chorleywood House should not be considered as the location are 1. the A404 and 2. the location in relation to local residential housing. 1. It is a very busy main road with no crossing point which makes it dangerous for young people to get to by themselves or with parents on foot. 2. The location of Chorleywood House means that anyone who would want to use the play area would have to drive there - putting more traffic on an already busy section of road and also creating more pollution to impact on Chorleywood Common (given most traffic would be coming from the village centre). A location on the Common would allow more people to walk to the new play space and would mean that local people would start to learn more about, and in turn, understand and then help to look after the Common - the local communities biggest natural asset.


Touch Screen

	THE SWILLET

	AS NEAR TO THE CENTRE OF THE VILLAGE AS P0S

	HERONSGATE

	SWILLET

	HERONSGATE

	THE SWILLETT

	THE SWILLETT

	NOWHERE

	THE SWILLET UPGRADED

	FERR CAR PARK

	SHOPPERS CAR PARK

	NOT ON THE COMMON

	PHILIPSHILL WOODS

	PHILIPS HILL WOODS

	N0 PLAYAREA

	CAR PARK

	SWILLET TO COMPLEMENT EXISTING PLAYGROUND

	PHILIPS HILL WOOD


School Consultation

	What do you like about Chorleywood Common?
	What do you like about Chorleywood House Estate?
	What don't you like about Chorleywood Common?
	What don't you like about Chorleywood House Estate?

	
	
	
	

	really big, most people walk dogs, a bit more common, children get bored you can play in the play area, there’s not any play areas there at the moment, it's boring at the moment, make it better, loads of people go there, its really safe, it doesn’t get locked at night, there is parking.
	big, lots of space to put a big park, there’s already football there, others can watch the football while children are playing, lots of things there, when big brother plays football I can go in the park. 
	spoil wildlife, don’t put it near ponds- you might fall in, lots of work will need to be done to not ruin the wildlife, small car park, cattle won’t have anywhere to go, loads of trees in the way, cricket balls could be dangerous, not safe, people are scared of dogs. 
	the children playing sport will get distracted, some people don't know where it is, there’s a big hole there, it’s right next to the road, might be too noisy for the people who live there. 

	more open space, everyone knows where it is, lots of nice trees and pathways, nature friendly, there’s no roads too close, it's safe, there is a car park, lots of people already cycle there, you could walk there.
	there is a car park there, you can go to the park after you play football, its busy on a Saturday
	no specific comments on what the children didn't like
	It's hidden, not much space when the football is on, it's dangerous because of the road, not many pavements to walk along.

	it's big, everyone knows where it is, it's close to our school, people can have fun there, people driving past can see it, if you fall over there will be grass on the ground, you could walk or cycle there.
	it's near the tennis so when I wait for my brother I could go in the play area, it would make people go there, there are more activities there, loads of room, in the summer loads of people have picnics there. 
	it would stop the view, it would kill some animals, be careful of the road, animals will loose their homes, animals might get stuck in the equipment, it's bad for the environment, it kills plants and nature, it will loose some space of the land, it's common land, it's for cycling/walking dogs, you will have to chop down trees, it may stop the golf, there is already a cricket pitch there, there will be less space to play on the grass if a play area was there, it will be too busy.
	children could run off, people might not see the playground, no one will know where it is, slip down the slide and fall in the river, tennis people might not want children there - it will be too noisy, not much parking, there’s rabbits there, it's quite small, there’s a big hill there, you would have to drive there, 

	after school we could play on it, it's more visible - people know where it is, it's big, it would need to be away from the road
	there are tennis and football courts there, quite a bit of parking, if children get bored they could play on the equipment, mum and dad could keep an eye on the children from the tennis court, you could have picnics there, lots of trees, it's out in the open, the tennis courts haven’t been vandalised, 
	it's close to the main road - might be dangerous, if there was graffiti on the equipment it might be off putting to visitors of our school, cricket balls could be dangerous, lots of dog walkers, teenagers and young people hang around there. 
	it's a private area, no one can see it, you might not know where it is, there’s more chance of vandals as it is hidden, it's not easy to find, there’s a graveyard near by - people visiting will want peace and quiet, very busy road - how would you cross? It's on a hill,  you will need to have your parents with you if you needed to cross the road, it will annoy tennis players, it wouldn't get used as much, robberies on cars outside the tennis courts, no where to park at weekends. 

	lots of space, it's a very pretty place, lots of trees for climbing, playing running races, there are lots of people
	It has lots of hills, tennis court, dog walkers, lots of football pitches, lovely gardens, lovely walks, lots of space to run around, more room.
	It is meant to be a peaceful day out, dogs will get distracted, children might run across the road, the grass is too long, big stones, water logged, too much space, we don't want the animals to move, it's a bit boring for kids, we don't want the animals to move. 
	I don’t know where it is, fast cars, the fences, little bit noisy because of the tennis, no hut if its raining

	more space, nice mountains, easy to get to, lots of paths, quite flat, quite a lot of fun at the common, less risk of being hit by a tennis ball, ramps, put slide on hills, enough room for a little and big play area.
	hilly, there’s lots of trees to climb, big space, trees to put grips in.
	there is a golf course - you could get hit with a golf ball, so populated there will be too much space taken up by a play area, the road, unfair if near the Christchurch School- they will hog it, allergic to long grass, careful about cricket balls, get hit by Frisbees, play area get in the way of cycling.
	too many trees, too far away, people that live there wont like it, keep it unspoilt, too many dogs, it's quite isolated- not very public, children could get lost in the woods, muddy football boots in the play area, there’s a graveyard there, football could go through the window.

	large area, everyone knows where it is, you can see it, more open space, easy to get to.
	plenty of space, already has a tennis court and football pitch, there’s a river, nice walk to the pub, it will attract more people, open land.
	unsafe things, busy with dog walkers, woods, there’s a golf course- you could get hit, unstable trees, overcrowded, you will have to put a fence around the play area, lots of Clement Dane children there. Christchurch kids will use it, more natural place - keep it that way, a long walk to get there.
	you have to drive there, too busy on Saturdays from football, it's on a hill, not enough space, dogs could go there, there’s a stream, lots of rabbits there, its far away, it's across Chorleywood road. 


Additional comments:

	we could put the play area where the pond is, we could put it by the corridor of trees - opposite the memorial hall/rose and crown pub, put it near the big tree that we climb on, put it away from the road, turn left out of station - big space near the hill, but it by the car park

	


Paper consultation

	The best site for it would be the Swillet Play Area.

	There's a wonderful play area in the Swillet. Chorleywood Common should be protected and preserved exactly as it is - a vast, safe, natural play space.

	Chorleywood Common is central and obvious. I would like to see better and wider use in ways not incompatible with this public open space, which currently favours cows and newts as opposed to human beings.

	Ferry Car Park 

	Only if there's no other choice.

	On acquired site, adjacent to car park, at Masonic School, for example.

	The Common is already overused - even by quad bikes last year!

	Between Chorleywood House and the Parish Council Offices in the right woodland - where it will be largely out of sight.

	In the days when I could play Tennis, a playground near the tennis Courts would have been great for the younger children!

	There are too many dogs on the Common and the area would have to be fenced, which is not appropriate in the conservation area.

	Dog walkers seem to think the Common belongs to them. My children have even had balls stolen by dogs on the common. It is time an area was set aside for children where my youngest could feel safe as she hates dogs running after her.

	Better to extend The Swillet play area

	Improve/maintain the equipment at the Swillet, rather than having 2 areas badly maintained and supervised

	near the old shepherd pub or road there or grove wood.

	neither of the above. Leave these places of natural beauty as they are.

	not in keeping with a conservation area.

	preferably none at all

	The existing Chorleywood Playground Heronsgate

	Swillet Playing Fields - There are parking problems with both the Common and the Swillet areas

	invest in and enhance the existing Swillet facility 

	Acceptable as long as it is not on the Common

	Improve the Swillet play area.

	Yes- in that it is very natural looking. No - in that it looks too big


Appendix C– Additional Comments

Survey Monkey

	Not on the common please.

	Definitely not the Common as this should always remain a natural area for all to enjoy.

	Having viewed the document I feel that all the common locations with the exception of one, are potentially dangerous due to their close proximity to the Golf Course. The exception being number 15 on the map

	The Common provides a whole unique playground for children and a purpose built one on the Common is not needed . Families have always lived in Chorleywood and managed without a purpose built playground as the Common is a unique playground in its own right and I really cannot see why we need to spoil it now. I have a 7y old son and we have managed very easily without one - we have spent many hours on the common climbing trees, playing with sticks, football etc. If I wanted a purpose built one, I went to the Swillet.

	Please go ahead with these plans, they are really needed in the area and would be so appreciated. There are no real negatives or objections to this that make any sense.

	The Common is really a giant play area and doesn't need specific equipment.  We have bought up two children who have loved playing on the Common and as adults they cannot see the need for a designated play area either.  Surely we should be encouraging parents to walk on the common rather than just use the play area as would be the case if it was erected.  Equally important is that would it would be totally out of character with the rural nature of the Common and potentially liable to vandalism.  A final comment is that in the current economic climate this isn't something we should be spending money on, it would be better directed at the Health Service, education, fire or the police services all of which are currently suffering with lack of finances.

	Having the play area on the Common near the Golf Course will have serious Health and safety issues especially sites 6,7,8,10,11 & 12.

	easy access for those using public transport/walking

	Looks fabulous, the sooner the better please!!

	Please leave the common its a lovely place to walk.

	This design blends perfectly into the Common and ensures the Common continues to be a world class recreation area for all the people of Chorleywood - not just the middle aged and elderly with dogs, horses or golf clubs.

	I really hope this doesn't turn into a Cattle Grazing fiasco and end up with continual consultations and indecision because we want to put a play area in a green space that's protected. Lets get on with it.

	i think the design is v sympathetic, playground doesn't have to mean plastic

	This type of equipment, made I assume from natural, rustic materials, looks excellent, but it must not be too large or intrusive. It is essential to get the scale right to fit in with the surroundings and not draw people in from outside Chorleywood.

	will any toilet /additional parking facilities be available?

	Cont. The reason for this is That many of us walk down into the village with children for exercise but also to support the local shops. It is important for the children to have something to do, other than sit in a coffee shop, before preparing for the walk home, which is up hill for most people. I do not think that the shoppers car park is full very often, and I would not propose taking all of the space, just some if it please. The park in the Swillet is great, but by the time we have walked / scooted / cycled there, my children are already tired and by the time we get home they are exhausted. This will also be the case for the new proposals in Chorleywood house and on the common. I do not have a car and so cannot drive to the common or CW house, except at weekends, so having a play area in the village would be great please.

	The scheme should have some traditional playground objects - swings, see-saw, roundabout. A sandpit for toddlers would also be good. The area will need to be fenced to keep dogs out


	The equipment should not require to be enclosed and safety matting should allow grass to grow through it

	This is a waste of money because it is not needed in Chorleywood.  Young children are content to explore the great outdoors and we are fortunate to have wild places around Chorleywood for them to enjoy.  As a parent I know that teenagers simply do not want climbing apparatus. This scheme will only appease mums and their younger kids but will eventually lead to pressure for further development such as a toilets, more car parking and a convenient cafe.

	Whilst I consider this a worthwhile project Chorleywood Common is a highly valued space, the envy of many districts, which should be protected from any development, even of this nature.  In years to come it could be seen as the 'Thin of the wedge' if the Council starts eroding the Common.

	Can't see anything for toddlers; there needs to be more for the under fives as they are the age-group who need it most; older kids can climb real trees and walk along real logs!!!!! Chorleywood resident the ONLY area of the common acceptable to me to use would be the land in front of the Old Shepherd Pub, but I feel that Chorleywood House would be a much more appropriate place. The Swillet playground is fine as it is- people need to come and actually USE it!!

	Was surprised to not see any swings in the plan. Would have thought these would be relatively inexpensive, and therefore there seems to be little suitable equipment for smaller children.

	My children were disappointed looking at the plans that there didn't seem to be a roundabout which is always their favourite piece of playground equipment.

	I do not think that Chorleywood Common is the right place for a play area of any kind

	There should be more than just ropes in the middle portion of the climbing area.

	I would like to walk there with my Mummy and play with my friends.  We can walk to the Common from my house so it is much closer.  I think big kids would like the ropes, but I like swings and slides the best.

	Play area should be located within walking distance  of village residents: only Common will provide safe and easy access for central residents

	Swillet would be better as it is closer to population than the other suggestions  but there is no parking and the younger generation was not taught to walk!

	Please do not allow this to be built on the Common - we already have much of our walking space taken up by the golf course - it needs to remain as unspoilt as possible.

	Chorleywood House Estate has major advantages as compared with Chorleywood Common.  It has unencumbered space with plenty of scope for expansion if, as is to be hoped, it proves popular; there is plenty of room for car parking at any time of the day, which is certainly not the case with the Common; it is altogether much less restricted in what play facilities and apparatus can be provided both initially and in the future; and fencing can be provided for overall security if required, which would be highly controversial on the Common.

	I like it a lot.

	Since many children are bound to be driven to the play area (whatever parents might intend and say now), the common is not suitable because there is relatively little parking available (Memorial Car park fills up shortly after 8.30am).   The play area is inevitably going to be fenced in time (dog mess, strangers etc.) and therefore the common is not suitable- fencing is anyway an issue.   If there is to be safety matting, is this allowed on the precious common land? Chorleywood House Estate, on the other hand, has ample parking, is a park like area already and there will be plenty of room for expansion, if it has to be fenced off it will not be a problem and there is plenty of level land and space.

	Picnic tables and benches appear to be lacking in number in the plans - more please. Toilets would be invaluable as to not have them only encourages deification in the nearest bushes - Which is what happens in most other parks in the area.  Please help our children to be hygienic and not feral!! Car parking must be plentiful to avoid cluttering local streets. Please base the nature of the apparatus selected on the Park at Little Chalfont where there is just the right amount of creative play equipment for all ages.

	Looks good and will work well with the environment it will be situated in.

	Want to walk there and do not want cross any roads which we would have to cross if it was in Chorleywood house

	This is a wonderful proposal to enable children and families to utilise the vast open space on The Common.

	needs to be located near car parking, natural forest environment and Christchurch school

	The Common and Chorleywood House grounds are wonderful play areas as they are. I walk with my 5 and 2 year olds to both areas and we have lots of fun climbing and swinging on dead trees, picking blackberries, paddling in the river, rolling down golf bunkers, looking at the different trees and insects etc. No need for a constructed play area just some parent and child imagination!. Also, If the proposed complex/unique play area is built in either location, it will encourage families to drive there not only from Chorleywood area but outside as well, causing congestion and road safety concerns.

	Any building on Chorleywood Common would be the thin end of the wedge and would lead to less appropriate structures.  It would also lead to a need for fencing to keep dogs and fouling away from the structures, thus leading to more building and restrictions.

	Consideration needs to be given to parking wherever the park is located. In residential areas, such as the Common, there is limited parking for people to travel to the playground to use it.

	See Q2 comments. I applaud the district council and other groups championing this worthy cause however it should not be to the detriment of the local treasure which is our common.

	The current design is poor, it s only appealing to older aged children and needs to be a lot more inclusive to children of all ages from 18 months old to early teenage years. The current design is heavily biased towards climbing and the way it would work is that it is like it is a one-way system, this is not practical, children jump around in all different directions and the current design would result in bottle necks and very possible many falls from up high as children attempt to pass each other. There should be more slides (tunnel slide and normal slides), swings for younger and older children, see saw, zip wire, sand pit, tree houses, trampoline, clambering train or tractor feature, smaller climbing frame for younger children.... YOUNG CHILDREN LOVE A SAND PIT!!! Look at several great local play areas: Black Park and Langley Park in Slough; Hatfield House, Barton Way Park in Croxley, Scots playground in Rickmansworth; Great Missenden Park and plenty others. Ensure ample benches, picnic tables and rubbish bins are provided. I do not consider the budget of £95k to be sufficient. We need the commitment that a play facility suitable to the neighbourhood is to be designed and the budget should be increased as necessary. Find out budget and cost of Scots Bridge play ground and the play ground opposite William Penn which is currently out to tender. Learn from the lessons learnt at these playgrounds, do not reinvent the wheel, we need a playground NOW not in another 10 yrs time!!!!

	I've been playing on the common for decades and is the biggest playground a kid could ever wish for.

	See answer to question 2 above.

	I would like more detail, such as scale drawings and site location plans so that we can determine the height and the likely impact on the area; and also details of the proposed materials (I'm assuming those posts are timber, but I should not have to guess). However I am generally in favour.  Please also consider something for adults and teenagers: a running course around the common with log-based fitness stations, like the one at Wendover Woods in Buckinghamshire.

	Whilst I like the idea of the climbing forest, it wasn't what I was expecting.  This is definitely for the older children, five plus. I don't think there is enough for the under 5's.  I recently went to the new park next to the Scots Bridge Mill in Croxley which I was very impressed with.

	I feel that the design proposal is aimed at older children and in particular boys.  I also feel that this design looks dangerous.  There should be a range of equipment for all ages.

	If this is not on the common, then the cast majority on residents will have to use a car to access it.

	I think you missed swings and fence. What about toilet facilities?

	This type of playground is much needed in Chorleywood area and has been a long time coming. Bureaucracy has got in the way of thinking about out children & them enjoying themselves!

	Chorleywood residents are lucky enough to already have one play area in the Swillet. Most residents in Chorleywood already have decent size gardens, albeit many are sloping, but we rarely see a garden without a trampoline, swing slides etc. Children need to enjoy nature without always having to be entertained. The common is already well used by joggers, dog walkers & golfers. This  £95k  should be spent on more vital needs of the community, not a few  ex 'London' mums who want what they had in London as they didn't have gardens.

	more equipment for children under 5 years is required. i would say this is essential. also more seating areas for adults as this is likely to be popular.


	This is long overdue and a welcome addition, please make it happen and include lots of picnic tables as it will be a well used site. pleas also ensure there are patrols to protect it from becoming a space for underage drinking in the early evening.

	While the playground is the sort I would like the design is a bit too rope orientated. It needs more solid platforms, another smaller slide and some swings including a big one for lots of children. A section for under 5s should also be included.

	I have a 2 year old, and would like to see plenty of equipment / activities for younger children.

	A very welcome addition to the local area.

	I don't think it wd be used on cw house estate. it would be good to have info about proposed sites on common though as where it is wd be important.

	The common should be left playground free

	There is a definite need for a playground in Chorleywood. The Swillet site is poorly located and equipped. I do not like having to drive to Scots Hill or the Aquadrome to find a playground.

	I think it will be fantastic if this play area is built, Chorleywood really could do with an additional play area given the number of children who live here.

	I think it would be worthwhile to ask how many children a respondent has and what age they are.

	I think it is extraordinary that in the huge space the common has to offer that there is so little for young people. A golf course (mainly used by 50+) takes up a huge space, riding is permitted to those who are wealthy enough, cricket is available for men (mainly) and some boys  and yet children and young people have no play area and cannot cycle on the common (not even to school)!

	It is ridiculous that there is opposition to having such a lovely sympathetic play area located on the common.  We have a golf course, with golf balls flying around.  We have a cricket club with cricket balls flying around.  We have horses.  BUT we have no play area.  The common is large enough to support this playground and will be central to the younger community of Chorleywood.

	Suggest close to the Cricket Club. When new pavilion is built it might be possible to add public toilets that could be maintained by the Council for use of parents and children. There are no public toilets on the Common.

	The design proposal looks like it is mainly aimed at older children 5+. It would be good to have more play equipment for babies and toddlers (swings, small slides) in a secure fenced area where they can't wander off and are safe from dogs and their mess).

	I think this playground is really important for parents and children in the area and would be well utilised. I often drive to the one in Little Chalfont!!!

	Somewhere fairly central would be good - but NOT if it means fencing on the common.

	Since the majority of residents in the village live within walking distance of the common it would be great to have this resource there. As close to the village centre as possible would be best, avoiding crossing the main A404 road.

	Parking better on Common.  Limited parking on C/W House grounds.

	Chorleywood House Grounds is still a good walk from Chorleywood village itself. This sort of playground would suit the Common and be more easily accessed on the Common. I would not suggest tarmacking any paths, just keep everything natural.  A play area is sorely missed for mid-older children as the equipment at the Swillet is really for under 6's.

	Is it really needed? My two children grew up in Chorleywood without one and we went to Ricky Aquadrome. ALL mothers/fathers/nannies drive in Cwood, super lazy, so all it would do is create more parking problems. Also I believe the whole thing is being driven by attention seeking parents who are probably in the media or are non exec directors

	It would also be acceptable on the common as it will encourage use of the common by more people (not just golfers and dog walkers). However, Chorleywood House is also underused by young people.

	it needs to be somewhere near the village centre, not CWD house, which is already very busy on a Saturday and Sunday morning with football and tennis

	You need to ensure that the area used is not too isolated as this will put people off using the facilities for safety reasons etc.

	Should also include apparatus for small children to use in a natural setting.

	Near the car park would be best.


	A play area in Chorleywood is essential to the village.  We live on the Common side of the village and would really appreciate a play area in addition to the lovely grounds of the Common and Chorleywood House to walk through.

	There doesn't seem to be much for younger children in the design eg 0-2yrs.

	An exciting opportunity for all the family to be able to enjoy the common space an easy walk away from where we live

	It would be great to have it in an area that can be walked to from both sides of the village

	No

	No, but please just make this happen before my children are too old to enjoy this park!

	From a safety point of view, be aware of flying golf balls, galloping horses and dogs.  No fencing should be permitted on the common.  Parking on the common might not be adequate.

	I would really rather it wasn't in Heronsgate!

	I'm sure that my children would play on this equipment and it looks like it would blend in but I still have a concern about how we can afford this. Can we also ensure that families in social housing have access to good play equipment in the Swillet? It is too far for them to walk to the common.

	CONCERN ABOUT CAR PARKING WHEREVER IT IS PLACED

	I have three children and I think this is an extremely exciting initiative.  I do hope it goes ahead.

	The equipment needs to be located where there is sufficient parking close by & young mothers don't feel isolated if they are there alone with their children.  Also it should not be isolated to help prevent vandalism.

	Could be lower/smaller obstacles for toddlers

	Please can we just get it installed now as I'm aware the money has been allocated for a long time

	This would be a very fitting design for the common. It looks fun and exciting as well as rural. I have lived in Chorleywood for 39 years and would have loved this for my children.  I hope it is placed on the Common for my two grandchildren who live here too. We make a statement to children about their value if it placed in a prime spot. They remember this when they become teenagers and helps build a healthy attitude towards their community.  The Swillet playground could be upgraded for younger children.

	I think that it should be with other play equipment. The Common is already a good play area without. It is a natural place where children have always played

	We really need something like this Natural and in keeping with Chorleywood.  This HAS to happen,

	this design is just a collection of climbing ropes - no good for younger children.  Isn’t it about time we addressed the needs of the ever increasing amount of families in Chorleywood rather than just listen to the retired folk, having lived here for decades and who make up the majority of the parish / resident associations?

	Location more convenient for majority parents and children as it is on the same side of the railway as the greater part of the village.

	It is a fabulous design and I think local children will gain enormously from this facility. Better placed in Chwd House Grounds where there are already other recreational and sporting facilities. Not suited to the Common.

	Walking distance from village is preferable


	Chorleywood Common is not a 'common' in the accepted sense of that word, as more that 60% of the land is already 'occupied' by minority groups - golf, cricket, grazing. Further reduction of the available land mass by another 10% to allow for playground equipment, access, extra parking etc is unacceptable. If a playground is to be put on the common it should occupy part of the land already taken up by one of the other groups.


	please can we add a pedestrian crossing to the requirements and/or reduce the speed on common road - crossing with children between the memorial hall and the pub can be pretty tricky !

	The Common should be used for all people - not just golfers & cows!


	Needs to be visible from a road to deter vandalism. Located near to the cricket club, I think. By the car park.

	please ensure that maintenance budget it spent once up and running, as recently it seems parks haven't been receiving the funds set aside to upkeep them.  Great idea to have playground in such a wonderful location and with equipment designed for slightly older children.  Finally, I tried to do this survey online in the library and the system froze so need to make sure mobile units work as well as online surveys and you should let people remain anonymous - I am not sure why you need my email address as I don't want to be contacted by this route necessarily.

	The equipment looks great, but looks as though it might only be suitable for older children given the large number of rope based apparatus. A couple of swings and a small slide for little ones would be a great addition.

	Local toilet facilities?

	My children are 9 and 12 so nearly outgrown climbing frames but we would certainly use it if it was on the Common.  We like to walk so would prefer somewhere where we didn't have to get in the car to.  Chorleywood House feels too far away for easy access.

	There does not seem to be anything here suitable for younger children and toddlers. Very disappointing and this whole exercise is a waste of taxpayers money.

	Play facilities need to be accessible to mums with buggies, or young children on bikes. The Common is within walking distance of where children live.  To get to CW House Grounds they would need to be driven by car, or to cross a very busy main road.

	The common is most appropriate as it is walking distance from the village.  An attractive, well kept play space would also give more people a reason to get out of their houses and go for a walk on the common, something for both adults and children to enjoy.  We should make the most of our beautiful open spaces and not allow rules and regulations to make places like Chorleywood Common obsolete to local people.  The more our open spaces are used and appreciated by all different generations, the more people will want to ensure that they are protected.

	no

	This is much needed.  It should cater for a range of ages, not forgetting the little ones.

	The play area needs to be in easy walking distance of the town's residential areas, and should not require any major roads to be crossed. So CW House Grounds are definitely NOT suitable.

	there will not be any land left in Chorleywood soon

	Having brought up a family 30 years ago I am now embarking on the "younger generation" and it seems just "playing out" is not an option any more.  We need specific play areas to ensure our children are safe and not wandering the streets.

	This a great initiative.   I would also recommend this be considered as part of a wider initiative to bring safer cycling area for families to Hertfordshire, similar to Richmond deer park which is great family day out.

	Should be more variety in appliances. The smaller children need simpler equipment. Croxley has a small trampoline which is v.popular as is the sandpit

	If this was located anywhere on Chorleywood Common, unless it was in the middle of the common, and therefore hard to get to from any of the car parks (especially for people with pushchairs etc), this would be fairly near quite fast roads, and just waiting for an accident to happen. It would also take away from the totally natural look the common currently has.

	Fantastic idea, I have been waiting for this to happen for ages and always wondered why there are not more play parks around Chorleywood. As a single mum who does not drive its essential. The Aquadrome is run down and my 6 year old daughter needs something more, the new design looks fantastic.

	Much as I like this design and feel that it would sit well on the Common, I do feel that the Common in itself is a big enough playground and wild area for my children to explore.

	If a play area is sited on the Common it could be the thin end of the wedge since it will be harder to turn down other applications for facilities on the Common

	I feel it would be more visible and more easily accessible to all on Chorleywood Common rather than tucked away in the grounds of Chorleywood House Estate


	How will it be ensured older kids don't end up hanging around it and cause problems.


	I am fully in favour of some sort of play equipment for children although it's too late for mine but I am just concerned about vandalism and use of this equipment by teenagers where it is not supervised.  What efforts will be made to prevent this happening?

	the drawing does not show if the ground will be covered with soft covering, normally found in play areas

	My two sons would love this, and that is what the Common area is for! Wonderful idea.

	The delicate eco system of the common MUST be preserved at all costs.  By destroying an area of it for ever, turning it into a developed artificial 'play' area, our Children will have lost something which is of far greater value to them in the long term.    Also by sighting this proposed development on Chorleywood Common, which is directly accessible from the M25 within a few seconds drive - there is a greater potential risk that Children may not be as safe using the play area here, as opposed to if the playground was more centrally positioned within the village. Another point to make is that because the common is so easily accessible from the M25, it is likely that others, from outside of the village would make more use of it than Chorleywood residents would.  There is also more likelihood that gangs of youths would drive in from outside the area to congregate, spoil, use drugs, paint graffiti, etc within the site and surrounding area.   Why should Chorleywood Parish residents have to fund a project which will ruin what is the most precious to us (our Common) and have it turned into an artificial monstrosity which is more likely to benefit outsiders than our own residents? The Play area in Stag Lane is in a far better position.  It is a large site, that would greatly benefit from a little bit of modernisation and redesign. The site on Stag Lane could easily be turned into a state of the art play area, that is in a central and safe position within Chorleywood Village, which is also in very close proximity to Stag Lane Primary School, The Day Nursery and Russell School.

	We are only a small village and don't require 2 childrens play areas, the one we have more than meets our needs.   There is already a great deal of anger with siting cattle on the common this new proposal will meet the same resistance. It is quite clear that Chorleywood residents do not want to see changes to how the common is used or developed.

	Well done to the residents who took the initiative and DID something about this.

	Using the common represents an encroachment on a natural area which should be preserved. Unfortunately Chorleywood House, for many people is not in Chorleywood. So if the common is encroached upon, at the very least it should not be an encroachment that includes more cars and overflowing litter bins. The play space could be trialled to see that these problems can be avoided

	A playground within reasonable walking distance of the town centre and primary schools is essential to ensure that this much needed facility is used to its full potential. To provide a real example since living in the village with my young family for a year I have enjoyed walks on Chorleywood common at least 20 times, visited Chorleywood House Estate twice and the Swillet’s playground once.

	Other excellent play areas in the style and layout that would suit Chorleywood are the Emma Sallis adventure playground in Black Park (Wrexham, Bucks) and the new woodland play area at Cliveden (National Trust).

	I love the idea of wooden play area either on common or house estate, it should be very varied for all ages of kids, with low noise structures.

	I have no kids of the age to use this, but think it would enhance the area and provide a focus for younger kids. The common is far more accessible, and much the best place for this.

	To benefit the residents of Chorleywood the new play area should be walking distance of the village centre.  Therefore the common would be the most convenient location.

	If this type of equipment is erected on the common or indeed Chorleywood. It would be seen as a 'Family day/afternoon out' for many people far and wide, this would cause parking problems.

	This is much needed the sooner it can be installed the better.  To many moaning mini's holding it up.

	Fantastic !!!! At long last......

	I would expect additional parking? so it would need to be done on a 2 hr max to stop commuters filling it up

	We want to be able to walk to the playground (hence the near side of the common) and want a variety of equipment, not just a climbing frame.

	Chorleywood house would involve crossing a very busy rd  to access the play area. There is already a golf course on the common so it would be great to have somewhere for our younger residents to play as well. I love the design and think it would blend in well on the common. My grand-daughter would love it.

	Within Russell School catchment would be ideal to allow after school rendezvous and parent socializing

	I think the type of play equipment proposed is fitting for the Common surroundings.

	The area of common adjacent to the station car park approach road is currently unused & yet is available to a wider catchment of parents/guardians/carers who could arrive on foot than Chorleywood House.

	As we already have horse riders, dog walkers, golfers etc. why not let the children have a play area just as Bushey Park, Richmond Park and Kensington Gardens etc. already provide for local children

	In the 12 years since we moved here Chorleywood is increasingly become a family neighbourhood.  How refreshing it would be to see the local green areas developed, sympathetically, for the use of the greatest population rather than continuing to limited by the loud voices of the historically well connected NIMBYs who find it difficult to relinquish their grip.  Meritocracy should carry more weight than historically parochial hierarchy.

	Brilliant idea, children love to be adventurous and this play area does just that.

	I think more seating for parents / carers would be better.

	Chorleywood House Grounds Estate is ticked ONLY if has to be somewhere

	any equipment should be environmentally friendly & aesthetically in tune with environment.

	This equipment is not appropriate to Chorleywood Common and should not be sited there.

	The Common is already very popular and in danger of losing its rural appeal, whereas Chorleywood House grounds are underused.

	There is nowhere safe to cycle in the village and I would very much like to see cycling encouraged on the Common and eventually a proper cycle path there. Cycling is no less safe to other Common users than allowing horse riders on the Common, dogs off leads and golf balls flying across it. Allowing cycling and installing a safe dedicated cycle path could be the single most significant contribution Chorleywood Parish Council could offer to the long term health and fitness of the youth of the area.

	The Common has traditionally been open space to run free and I would not like to see structures imposed on it however timber framed.  Chorleywood house is quite away and most would need to drive to, if people have access to cars they can drive to the many parks already in existence. I look after my grandchildren 3 days a week for the past 7 years and am very familiar with what children today enjoy.

	I consider the Croxley Green and Watford (Eastbury Road) play areas (which we use often) to be good examples of whats needed in Chorleywood.

	The design looks very good.

	it should be in a well-lit, well-traversed area to prevent vandalism and not become a teenage gathering area with all the inherent problems that could possibly attract.

	I would like some play area for toddlers as well as bigger kids

	An activity park would only attract outside youths and families thus increasing the traffic parking issues, litter etc.

	There would be better drop-off and pick-up space for parents in Chorleywood House Grounds.

	Looks great and in keeping with the common ie no plastic swings and slides like the Swillet!

	prefer the common to remain a natural space, where children can play using their imagination

	the play space should be within site of residences for security reasons - not hidden away.

	Looks well chosen to fit in with the surroundings

	The design fits in nicely with the common surroundings

	The common would have more parking options.


	Please can you ensure there are proper toilet facilities unlike the new park at Scotsbridge



	It should NOT be the only equipment. But surrounded by the usual swing, slide, seesaw etc. Also exercise equipment (similar to Rickmansworth aquadrome) should be positioned nearby.


	Hopefully the play space would be fenced off to keep dogs away.


	Could a zip wire be added to the design as well - the design looks fab


	I would like to see a scheme that is located in one area on the common, rather than a trail of equipment. I understand the Parish Council were looking at their own trail.  I feel one area that can be accessed by those wishing to just pop over for an hour and those wanting to spend longer on the Common.  It will also help when children are old enough to visit on their own.  Helping them to feel secure and visible and the fact they are not alone. As I was a member of the play advisory committee I believe the only place to benefit the whole of Chorleywood is the Common.  We all know the majority of people will not walk to the Common, however it has better parking around the perimeter and this will help alleviate any problems with parking.  Chorleywood House Estate does not have the capacity and I envisage grass verges being churned up so that cars can be parked near the play area.  I look forward with excitement to the day we see a scheme such as the example from Timber Play on the Common!

	Fantastic, just what is needed for the children.  The common is lacking in children's facilities at the moment, only have the adults golf course and cricket

	I think it looks great and I would love to take my little grandsons there. Please, please could it be on the Common - wish it was there when my children were small as the Swillet and Chorleywood House were too far to go.

	It looks excellent and is more accessible by foot if on the common

	I think it looks very interesting and like the fact thats its different from the "normal" swings/slides play areas.

	parking needs to be available wherever the site is, there is very limited parking at Chorleywood house which is why it could be better at Chorleywood common

	I think the common should be left as natural as possible. I also have a fear that the playground could end up a meeting place for older children if it was on the common.

	Is it only mainly going to be climbing. It would be nice to see another slide and also a trampoline and swing.

	The Common has to be the place, I know there are concerns of vandalism but if Chorleywood House is chosen the play area will not be used, just like the Swillet playground as most people have to drive there.

	If this play area goes ahead I would like the Swillet to stay as this is a great area so please don't go removing this

	this would be completely out of place on the common and encourage youths drink parties and vandalism but you will put it there anyway because you have already made up your minds so this is really pointless. You wont agree with us, but it will happen and then it will be too late and you will not take responsibility

	The area near the station car park seems under used and easy to access on foot even with prams etc - unlike Chorleywood House that requires a car journey or children crossing busy roads on foot.

	ideally this area should be situated so that parents and children can walk to it rather than drive therefore on the town side of the common rather than on the Chorleywood Road side


	The addition of a traditional swing set (built in similar style to the rest of the area) would be of benefit to younger children.


	I see you are catering for younger children from the graphics supplied. How about having some challenging activity area for older (young teenagers) children. They more than any need to be kept healthy and active.


	This kind of design involves playing at height has some risk associated.  What is the risk mitigation?


	This is much needed and long over due.  The design looks great however would be more appropriate for the older child.  It needs more equipment that is suited to under 5s and toddlers.


	If this play area does get the go ahead, and doesn't cater for pre-schoolers sufficiently, I would hope that the Swillet play area is given a much needed face lift. I would hope that happens regardless though. On a nice day the slide is too hot to use...!


	The space needs to be buggy friendly, i.e. accessible from the town centre by buggy.  Even older children are often accompanied by younger siblings in pushchairs. I understand people's objections to developments on the Common.  However, there is already a golf course running right across the Common so it is hardly a pristine natural environment.  A sympathetic play space located on an area of the Common close to the town centre would not be detrimental to  the Common at large and would encourage young families to visit the Common. I was a victim of the Chorleywood flasher on the Common in 2010.  Since then, and since having my son, I have not visited the Common alone - I will only go when accompanied.  I know other mothers of young children who feel the same.  Having a focal point would make people feel safer and encourage people to use this beautiful space.

	I strongly support a play area of this nature. Parking will be a challenge wherever it is located.

	Chorleywood common is the most appropriate setting as it is situated on the main village side.

	There doesn't appear to be much for the really small children and if there is, down in the bottom right hand corner, it is impossible to make out.

	Maybe try to include some more activities for under-5's

	See one above

	Great that the proposal is a natural wood and rope design. A contrast to the Swillet facilities. The downside to having the play area at Chorleywood is house is that there are no proper crossing provisions across a busy main road.

	Some small tables for children / adults to sit on would be great.   Also more seating for adults whilst they watch their children play.

	Great idea

	The play space should have nearby parking.

	The common is a natural and tranquil playground and I believe it should stay that way. A lot of parents will likely drive to the playground and there is currently inadequate parking. The playground should not be located near any residential housing. Concern that teenagers may congregate around play area in evenings.

	The Swillet seems the most accessible and central.  It already has existing equipment and could be developed further. Chorleywood House would be my second choice and the play equipment would tone in with the area.  Parking would be better there too.  I strongly object to the Common being used for this activity.  Parking, already really difficult, would be a problem and fencing the equipment from dogs as I assume you have to do must surely be against the by-laws apart from being unsightly.  You must also consider security as I am sure teenagers would find the equipment attractive in the evenings.

	Chorleywood House would require crossing a busy main road and would be dangerous for children. It is also too far for children to walk from the village centre. I have 2 children aged 8 and 4. I hope it will be taken into account that it is the opinion of PARENTS AND CHILDREN that is most important in this consultation as it is they that will be using this equipment.

	I am not a Chorleywood resident but am a nanny  who cares for children who live in Chorleywood.

	As I believe that a great many parents would take their children to the play area by car, I fee feel that the area on the Christchurch School side of the Common should be chosen as there is already plenty of car parking space and it is also easily accessible on foot from the village. I do not feel that the existing car park on the Common should be extended.

	There is very little for children under say 7 years old. Given a budget of £95000 there does not appear to be a lot for your/our money!

	Having this area in Chorleywood House would mean crossing a very busy road for most children.  The whole point of common land was to serve the community, I am concerned that some people have a vision stuck in the past about what common land is about, this is for the community not a few people who believe common land should conform to a Wainwright painting.  If they want that the area should be re-designated as an AONB or a wildlife reserve


	can't wait to use it


	Ideally not too far from CC School, as the village side of the Common has limited parking facilities with the needs of the Memorial hall and Golf club in particular


	It is vital that the common area should be left free and unrestricted for walkers with dogs, but also for children to play in natural surroundings - without a designed and structured play area thereby fostering their imaginative play.  Placing such a facility within Chorleywood House Grounds would enable this kind of activity to be kept separate and not regulate or intrude upon the natural 'countryside' feel of the common - which should be open to everyone

	The proposed plan looks great for older children (for mine especially) but is there enough for toddlers & babies? I think siting it on the common is extremely important to encourage people to walk from the village & for families to appreciate the common as they travel. If tucked away @ the House people will either not bother using it or drive over.

	I am strongly opposed to any development on the common, the local referendum some years ago on this same issue was a clear indicator of local views.

	I prefer the Common as a site for the new playground however I think the design of the playground needs reconsidering to cater for a wider age range.

	It would be nice to have a play area that did not mean crossing a busy road and where access was easy. Also to encourage people to walk to the park.

	Chorleywood house is not the centre of the village and would require travel by car or a dangerous road crossing.  The common however is and should be the central hub for adults and children alike, and would make a perfect location for new play equipment.

	I feel there is plenty for residents that live the Common side of the Rickmansworth road. The grounds of Chorleywood house would be an ideal place for a play area as it has plenty of parking whereas the parking at the common is usually full up with golfers.

	If the common can accommodate a golf course for the use of a  very small number of (often quite rude) people, there can't be any objection to a much smaller amount if space being used as a playground by a much larger proportion of the local community. I walk my dog on the common almost every day throughout the year and it's really only on very nice days that there is a significant number of people playing golf - yet, for the majority of my walk, I still have to be aware of the few that do play  in case a ball or the golfers themselves are coming my way. A playground in one corner of the common is much less obtrusive and can be easily avoided by those with objections so it has little or no impact on their walks.  Also, despite there rarely being folders on the course, members of the club often take up most Of the spaces in one car park.

	If this play area would need to be fenced off for health and safety reasons then I am against it in any form.  The Common and Chorleywood House grounds are open spaces, and as soon as we start fencing bits off they risk getting subdivided into compartments, losing their inclusive character.

	that this process is welcomed; any decision should represent the majority view and not a specific faction


	The common is already a "play area", as my 3 children found when they were growing up! The common should stay as is without any more artificial structures, it needs to be preserved.


	Would be good to have other separate activities as well as this large continuous one. Swings, see-saw, spider rope thing - like black park play ground


	The play area has been a long time in the making.  Families at the moment are still driving to the new playgrounds in Little Chalfont and Scotsbridge Mill. Many people have campaigned tirelessly for a central, walking location from the village so that children can also be accepted and appreciated on the common  (perhaps older ones travel there themselves)  and that families can have a more central/community feel meeting place.  We want this to be built in time for our own children to be able to use it.


	I feel that Chorleywood Common would be a more appropriate location as family's already have problems parking over near Chorleywood House Grounds for football.  And indeed the Council turned down an application for further football pitches due mainly to the dog walkers complaints about parking on Saturday and Sundays.  I'm sure this would be equally unpopular with them and as it so far from the village everyone would have to drive.  If it were located on the Common you could encourage people to park in the Long Term Car Park thus causing no  more parking problems for the village and its residents.

	I would really like this NOT to be on the common, as mother to 3 young children I think the common is one of the only areas where they can roam and use their imagination to play rather than it being prescribed.  I would also be concerned about parking on the common, there are already lots of things in Chorleywood House such as football and tennis so think this is a more appropriate place for a playground.

	I am very pleased to finally see this long awaited, much needed project move forward.

	If the playground is located at Chorleywood House most people will feel they have to drive due to the need to cross the very busy road. The Common is accessible to all.

	I would be strongly against any man made play equipment and play area on the common.

	I very much like the look of the equipment and the design.  I think Chorleywood Common is by far the best place for this facility, as it's so very central and most people in Chorleywood can get there without using a car.  If it's in Chorleywood House Grounds, most people would drive there.  The golfers and the cricketers have their recreation on the common, so please, let the children have theirs - on the common.  This has been rumbling on for so many years, since my daughter (now 22) was young.  I do hope it finally gets the go ahead.

	I think the suggested design looks brilliant - it would be in keeping with the common. It is also suitable for different ages of children.

	Chorleywood Common is ideal. It is central. There is car parking. Existing car park could be easily extended. The other options - The Swillet is on the infamous congested, rat run road and there is NO parking. Similarly, access to the Chorleywood House grounds means that all visits require entering and crossing a very busy main road which is usually congested or has fast moving commuter traffic. The Common belongs to the people and is already used by thousand of residents for numerous activities. We could include our young families at the heart of this. With a modicum of careful and considerate planning, this could be attractively and safely accommodated. There will always be narrow minded and somewhat selfish parties who might scoff at this, but I believe they are the minority. 

	It needs to be on the common within easy distance of a car park and as far as possible from the A404.

	I think Chorleywood House is fine as a location, but I feel that a location on the common would make the play area more accessible to most villagers and safer to access for children not being driven in a car.

	It would be lovely to some play facility near to the village/shops, both for people who live near the shops but also as a distraction/reward to children bored of shopping! Also, although there is a park near Chorleywood primary school, there is no equivalent in the Russell school catchment area. Such facility would help put parents in touch with other families with children at the same school and provide a natural meeting place for after school activities.

	A design as large as this will need a significant area around it which is effectively not used by others eg horse riders, dog walkers if it is to be successful good car parking will also be required

	Chorleywood is not well served with quality play areas.  A woodland base scheme would be ideal. We brought up 3 children in Chorleywood and now have 6 grandchildren.  The Swillet play park was and still is very basic and on the edge of the village!!

	the common is for NATURE!!  Children should enjoy the natural trees, grasses, flowers, ponds and wild life in this area not a playground similar to what the children already have at their schools.  Lets have nature be undisturbed as was the plan of the common originally

	It needs to be up Christchurch location for people to fully use it

	This looks like a fantastic option for slightly older children.  It would be lovely if there were options for younger children too - even if it's just a smaller slide or baby friendly swings.  People with really small children would use this so heavily - especially Mums on maternity at home 7 days a week.  I'm aware there is the option of the Swillet but it seems a shame to just have this as suitable for older kids.

	I think a site close to the Junction at Christ Church would be a useful place for part of any play area to be located near but I also feel that a site closer to the village centre would allow more people to access play.  If the play area was split into 2 sites it could cater to both catchments and allow more people to be able to walk to a play area.  Also it would put less pressure on any one area of Chorleywood Common in terms of ground erosion and would have a benefit of not overstretching any one of the permitted parking areas on the Common.

	In order to maximise use of the facility and minimise journeys by cars it should be as close to the village as possible.

	this sympathetically designed play area will not be the "eyesore" which some residents of Chorleywood expect.   On the contrary, it will encourage young families to come to our lovely Common and find out what a wonderful space it is, thereby ensuring that it will continue to be enjoyed and protected for future generations.

	The common is a far better location. I am keen to see a planning application submitted ASAP.


Touch Screen

	SO EQUIPMENT FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN TOO

	THIS WOULD BE AN EXCELLENT FACILITY F0R THE VILLAGE

	DESIGN LOOKS GREAT. THIS TYPE OF PLAY AREA IS REALLY NEEDED IN CHORLEYWOOD.

	THIS LOOKS  AMAZING

	WE LIVE ON THE COMMON SIDE OF CHORLEYWOOD. THE SWILLET IS NOT EASY TO ACCESS ON FOOT WITH YOUNG ONES. THIS WOULD BE AN EXCELLENT ADDITION TO A FANTASTIC FAMILY FRIENDLY AREA.

	WONDERFUL IDEA

	MUST  BE  AT  THE MEMORIAL HALL  AREA

	I WOULD LIKE A BIG PLAGROUND WHERE ALL CHILDREN CAN MEET UP AFTERVSCHOOL AND PLAY

	YOU SHOULD NOT SPOIL / BUILD ON COMMON LAND NEXT THERE WILL BE A CAFE THEN HOUSES. SAVE OUR OPEN SPACES. WE ALREADY HAVE A  PLAYGROUND IN CHORLEYWOOD NO NEED FOR ANOTHER

	THE COMMON SHOULD BE WHAT ITS NAME IS = A COMMON GROUND - NOT A PLAYGROUND - IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE SWILLET PLAYGROUND IS NEARER THAN CHORLEYWOOD ESTATE

	WE HAVE FACILITIES FOR HORSES, CRICKET, FOOTBALL, GOLF BUT NOTHING FOR YOUNG CHILDREN. DOGS ARE ALSO ACCOMMODATED. IT IS ABOUT  TIME THEY WERE.

	IT WILL ATTRACT DRUNK YOUNGSTERS AND UNDESIRABLES...IT WILL ALSO BE SCATERED WTH LITTER AND DRINKS CANS WITHIN DAYS

	BRILLIANT

	COULD WE ALSO HAVE SWINGS AND ROUNDABOUTS?

	EEXERCISE EQPT FOR TEENAGERS SHOULD BEADDED

	NEEDS TO BE SUITABLE FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN T

	GOOD IDEA

	IT WOULD SPOIL THE COMMON AND TE BEAUTY

	IT LOOKS GOOD

	IT LOOKS GOOD

	I AM WORRIED ABOUT VANDALISM. WILL THE DISTRICT COUNCIL HAVE SUFFICIENT MONEY TO KEEP IT IN GOOD REPAIR?

	THIS WOULD SUIT THE COMMON PERFECTLY. BEST PLACE FOR IT T00.

	IT S TAKING A LONG TIME ISN T IT?

	PLEASE DO IT

	WANT NORMAL PLAY LIKE CASSIOBURY PARK

	CAR PARKING SPACE

	THE_SOONER THE BETTER

	WHEN  IS THIS GOING TO HAPPEN.

	INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION

	ASAP

	GATES CAN BE LOCKED AT CWOOD HOUSE. PREVENTS LATE NIGHT HANG OUT

	I LIKE THE PROPOSAL. VERY NATURAL

	I THINK THE PLAN IS  EXCELLANT

	THE COMMON IS NOT AN APPROPRIATE LOCATION FOR A FORMAL PLAYGROUND. THE COMMON SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR DEVELOPMENT.

	TH C0MM0N WWOULD ENCOURAGE MREO?

	A GREAT IDEA AND MUCHNEEDED - IT WLL ENCOURAGE MORE CHILDRN ONTOTHE COMMON

	WHAT ABOUT TENAGERS SOMETHING FOR THEMWOULD BE NICE

	STOP CONSULTING AND GET ON WITH IT

	GREAT. HOPE THIS  GETS THROUGH, MUCH NEEDED

	WHERE ON THE COMMON?

	A GOOD IDEA

	CHORLEYWOOD IS A LOVELY TOWN BUT IT IS LACKING A GOOD PLAY AREA. AS AN  11 YEAR OLD I WOULD LOVE A PLAY AREA LIKE THIS ON THE COMMON. P.LEASE

	IAMOPPOSEDTOTHISPROPAL

	IT LOOKS BORING AND UNENGAGING

	IITS MUCH EASIER TO ACCESS THE COMMON

	PLEAS ENSURE ADEQUET  PARKING NEARBY

	FITS IN WELL WITH ENVIRONMENT CE NTRAL T0 VILLAGE

	CAN THERE BE SOMEWHERE FOR SKATEBOARDING TOO

	COMMON LAND SHOULD ACT AS NATURAL PLAYGROUND  IN ITS CURRNT STATE AND LET CHILDREN USE THEIR IMAGINATION TO CREATE ADVENTURE

	DO NOT SPOIL CHOREYWOODS TWO UNIQUE ENVIRONMENTS

	N0 DOGS PLEASE

	SEE MY CONC PAPER

	WE COME SHOPPING AND THE KIDS GET BORED. IT IS TOO FAR TO WALK  THE COMMON OR CW HOUSE

	OUTDOOR GYM WOULB BE GREAT TOO

	I THNK THIS WOULD BE A GREAT ADDITION TO THE COMMON

	EXTRA  TODDLER EQUIPMENT

	CAN A ZIP WIRE BE CONSIDERED ALSO?

	LEAVE THE COMMON ALONE

	PLACE TO SIT AND ACTIVITIES FOR OLDER TEENAGERS

	PLEASE INCUDE ZIP WIRES

	MUST BE  FENCED IN

	SAFE AND A ZIPWIRE

	LITTLE UNDERGROUND TUNNELS

	THE SWILETT WOULD BE FINE WITH MORE PARKING

	THERE SHOULD BE A ZIP WIRE

	THE SCALE OF THE PROPOSED DESIGN IS TOO LARGE AND OUT OF KEEPING WITH THE OVERALL LOOK AND FEEL OF THE COMMON. A REDUCED SCALE  DESIGN IN THE GROUNDS OF CHORLEYWOOD HOUSE MAY BE ACCEPTABLE.

	IT LOOKS AS THOUGH IT WOULD SUIT AN OLDER AGE RANGE MORE THAN FOR A TODDLERS NEEDS

	USE THE SPACE WE HAVE DO NOT BUILD

	MAKET SOON

	I THINK IT ESSENTIAL THAT LOCATION IS DECIDED UPON FIRST.  DESIGN BRIEF TO FOLLOW SO THAT IT FITS THE LOCATION. CURRENT PROPOSED PLANS ARE OK BUT TOO MUCH CLIMBING, NOT ENOUGH VARIATION, SUITS OLDER CHLDREN MORE, BUT PRESCHOOL CHILDREN NEED TO BE CATERED F

	AWESOME .WHEN ARE YOU GOING TO BUILD IT?

	PROB NEEDS FENCE TO STOP DOGS FOWLING AND BOTHERING KIDS

	HOW CAN THE FACILITY BE PROTECTED AGAINST VANDALISM?

	WOULD LIKE 2 SEE EQUIPMENT 4 YOUNGER CHILDREN ALSO. LOOKS LIKE MOST 4 OLDER N APPRECIATION FOR THE COMMON N WHAT IT OFFERS CAN START VERY YOUNG. LOVE THE DESIGN WILL HLP GET CHILDREN UP 2 THE COMMON N CHORLEYWOOD NEEDS 2 SHIFT FOCUS 2 HEM N THEIR FAMILIES

	IT WOULD BE NICE FOR CHILDREN  MORE SLIDESS

	SKATE PARK

	SKATEPARK

	CARRY ON

	NE VER EVER EVER  ON OUR COMMON

	NO PROVISION FOR UNDER FIVES

	GOOD FOR OLDER CHILDREN BUT NOT FOR LITTLE ONES

	SAFE ACCESS, GOOD VISIBILITY TO PLAY AREA  FOR FAMILY SECURITY AND TO PREVENT EQUIPMENT ABUSE

	SHOULD NOT GO ON COMMON

	THIS  IS NOT FOR THE COMMON


Paper consultation

	I strongly oppose encroachment onto the common. The common is a natural play area which should be left for future generations as it is now. Once you start encroaching on this area, over time it will change. We have a duty to protect the common.

	It is disgraceful to spend approx £96,000 of council tax payers money on another play space in an area which has plenty of open areas to which parents can take their children, many gardens (?)  and already a play space. In bad weather these spaces will not be used by (?) others (?) only in good weather will a few – very few will use them. Some of the people who have asked for this wasteful project have cars and have said ‘it will save them going to the Aquadrome! The Aquadrome with its wildlife is ideal for children & gives parents an opportunity their own and their childrens lives. Why not spend the money on food (?) & care (?) for elderly pensioners?                                                                                                                                                           Added to the initial £96,000 there will be ongoing expenditure for maintenance – presumably further land (?) or council tax! Suggest the users pay £1 each time they use the space and they will soon drop the idea.

	Ideally I wouldn’t like a play space anywhere but definitely not anywhere on Chorleywood common.

	I would prefer to see the common as it is. There are plenty of play opportunities-trees- open spaces etc. If a playground is deemed necessary - then please- not on our common!

	Not enough parking could be made available for activity on the common. Not everyone will walk to the play area so please make sure there will be sufficient facilities for car parking.

	We don’t need the council to provide every thing for our lives just clean road, cut hedges back so we can see to pull out. I could go on!! Parents have back gardens for swings, slides etc. Invite the neighbours in, make friends, chat , laugh, play. Be normal like we were with our children. In my days children and parents played on the common ie climbed trees, played rounders, had picnics, ran, jumped, rolled down slopes, road bikes, picked blackberries, crab apples. We had natural fun that we made ourselves. And the schools walked us there to see red toadstools, oak leaves etc.

	Parents will drive themselves and children to the Play Space. Why mess up The Common with vast parking issues and Play Space when 'CHG' is better suited. If they have to drive the extra 1500 meters who cares - just save The Common.

	The entire common is a play area for children. But their parents need guidance because the parents haven't seen how children do not need bought in equipment. If given natural materials they can and will create their own 'dens' 'walkways' etc. Numerous educational studies have shown that the very best play for a child's enrichment and development is where the children are given natural materials and the freedom to create their own play spaces. E.g. logs, 'tunnels'' of growing saplings, wigwams of twigs & branches etc etc. This type of play is not promoted by companies (because there is no 'equipment' they can sell!) It's the sort of thing the rangers could create from the natural landscape and natural materials readily available and at minimal cost (leaving children to use their imagination) It would be far better to create several of these low-impact free-play areas all around the common and then demonstrate to the parents (who have experience only of factory-built playgrounds) how the children respond to them. Manufactured equipment such as proposed is the last resource of inner cities where land for free play is unavailable. It's unnecessary and obnoxious where there is a 200 acre free play area available to all.

	Toilet facilities are needed in Chorleywood House Grounds.                                                                                                                                                      More parking facilities needed.                                                                                                       

	Any play space will be designed for parent/carers to drive to and park their cars. People won't walk to it therefore huge car parking areas will be needed - eating into green space. The Swillet exists already that people in Chorleywood could walk to - it is idyllic up there. An expensive play area is here already plus the common land so move is NOT needed.

	Children need to be stimulated by physical activity in the open air. Chorleywood Common is easily accessible.

	In Tandem with this survey on a plan which might despoil our Common comes a summary of huge difficulties faces by a plan which would enhance our Common. If granted what would 'pushy' mums demand next? A café? Keep the Common inviolate. Save our Common!

	Would accept Chorleywood House Grounds provided there was a bridge over A404 as safety feature for children needing to cross that road.

	Include smaller obstacles for toddlers.

	Only to consider: Not on Common, already 'Nature Reserve'. Only to consider Golf (?). Children in this area already have large gardens. Therefore why attract others from elsewhere? Sites will probably be vandalised at more expense for local residents.

	We strongly object to it being anywhere on the Common - It is relatively peaceful now, and a concentration of children screaming (which the parents seem to find acceptable) would be awful. I don't allow my dogs to bark unnecessary.

	I am totally opposed to the siting of the proposed Play Area on the Common; which is a site of great natural beauty - it is not a park or recreation ground. This project has already been rejected outright by  the residents at large several years ago which the Chorleywood Mums.com refuse to accept. Although in all other respects this group is doubtless admirable, I have to ask what is so different about this generation of 'Mums' from past generations who valued the Common in its present state?                                                                                                                       Without any prior Mandate from, or consultation with, the residents at large, I accuse the Leisure Committee of TRDC of being partisan and giving active support to the aims of this group by (a) supporting their proposal for a play area on the Common by announcing that Chorleywood lacks the facility - an absurd claim because the Common is already the largest natural play area for miles around. (b) Has already allocated £95,000 funding for 2013/14, thus giving added support to the groups campaign.                                                                                                                       The current 'consultation' is a farce! This merely tells us it's going to happen; the money's been allocated - where do you want it? On the Common or at Chorleywood House? What do you think of the suggested equipment? Consultation means asking Yes/No to the proposal and then commissioning reports, meetings to decide the details - when you've secured a Yes mandate! The suggested equipment would be fine in a local Country Park, but is grotesque for the Common. It's not likely to meet the 'Mum's' claim of being discreet - and the illustration leaves the preparation of the site, pathways and seating very obscure! Without a clear, prior Yes/No vote, then TRDC is riding rough shod over the interests of residents - at large, in connection with an area over which they have no ownership rights; these being vested in the Chorleywood Parish Council; who seem to be abdicating their responsibilities in conceding 'the final decision' to you. If you've got £95,000 to spare - give it to BLYM towards their new clubhouse!

	Essential to keep dogs off the play space, for hygiene & safety reasons. Also to avoid having to build infrastructure e.g car parks, public lavatories, changing rooms & cafeteria. Such overcrowding would change the nature of the site for the worse.

	The raisen l'retre of TRDC is to take these decisions on behalf of the community. How do you find funds in a time of supposed austerity for a consultation on a matter as trivial as this? You have staff, you have councillors - you decide. You cannot please everyone - do not shirk your responsibilities and incur these unnecessary costs.

	It would be useful if there could be toilets nearby and some provision made for shading the children.

	I would be sad if it goes on the Common, fear it would disturb peace, solitude & wild life, all currently available there.

	Tennis and football are already located in Chorleywood House grounds, and it would make sense to incorporate the play area here too.

	There is a definite need for an additional playground in Chorleywood. There is currently nothing within walking distance for my children.

	Whilst the design looked very 'natural' and in keeping with the rural feel of Chorleywood, it was very much aimed at older children (probably 6+). Could you also incorporate equipment for younger children please?

	Hope there will be enough equipment for the under 3's, please do not remove the play area in the Swillet, Heronsgate Road

	Chorleywood House grounds in principle -but there is no information as to WHERE it would be situated? I believe it should be a play area ONLY and not lead to further demands for refreshments + parking and turn into a huge development.

	Has better parking at the house grounds, does not clash with other activities, less likely to attract predators and vandals. Cannons Park in Edgware has excellent mix of play equipment including swings and roundabouts as well as climbing equipment.

	I think it looks great and wish it was available when I was young living in Chorleywood.

	Looking at the design I'm not sure what age child would be able to climb up to the slide. It looks like 6-8 years plus. I'd like it to include a slide that a 2-4 year old could also use.

	There needs to be something suitable for the under 5's too. The area near the road bridge over Met Line or perhaps in hollow near line. These sites are within walking distance of the village, there is already a car park area. At Chorleywood House everyone would have to go by car - there is no safe crossing over the main road.

	Parents would be able to drive and park at this location, or at the Swillet where you already have the land and could combine it with the existing play area. Chorleywood House Grounds would be best suited for this design of play area as it houses a football club, tennis club, public tennis courts, also it has provision for car parking, which is very important as no one today will walk anywhere. So if it is located on the common are you then looking at taking more land for parking! The Common is a special place and should be kept as it is. 

	Is this equipment also designed for unsupervised older teenagers who will test it to its limits? Parents in Chorleywood cannot walk anywhere, they have to drive, where is the provision for parking?

	near majority of house

	As most children would be taken by car to the play space and most parents would remain with them the existing car parking spaces on the Common would be very inadequate. Therefore it should be in Chorleywood House Grounds

	Please ensure there are suitable play areas and equipment for disabled children as per Disabled Act. NOT Chorleywood Common, Please ensure disabled facilities for children - swing/roundabout are included as per DDA Act. A Zebra crossing between the cricket pitch on the common and c/wood House Grounds. If you need any help with the disabled childrens equipment on the site please call me.

	Chorleywood House has safe parking. C/W Common Parking has little parking due to commuters parking etc and no parking between 8 and 8.30

	Leave kids playgrounds out of these areas. The areas are for dog walkers and hikers not kids fun zones. Plenty to do for kids already, how about encouraging enjoyment of nature rather than defacing it. 

	A playground will attract cars where will these park? This is not in keeping with the Common. If on the edge of the Common this would be dangerous. Put in the grounds of C/W House it will hide it. Do we need such a big project?

	Parking is easier and safer in Chorleywood House Grounds. It is not a municipal park. 

	Would the money be better spent by improving the facilities at the Swillet

	Would like to see equipment for several age groups. Chorleywood House location provides a long term opportunity to expand community services e.g toilets, café other sports facilities etc

	How about you concentrate on stopping dangerously speeding drivers tearing around the streets of Chorleywood before someone gets killed. Definitely not on the common - please keep this as nature intended e.g cattle grazing. I realise you are trying to cater for young children but please also cater for adults who pay your council tax and keep this OFF the Common

	Haven’t seen the designs but the log type/ natural play stuff is best. Well done with this initiative. It is welcomed and much needed. Hopeful it will turn into a long term asset for Chorleywood children

	absolutely not on Chorleywood Common. Car parking will be a nightmare.

	Do not think another play space should be built when the Swillet is adequate. So is the Common. Why not think about the elderly? How much would this cost? There is already a play area in Batchworth Park

	I do not think any additional building should be put on the common. I may complain to 'DEFRA' if it is suggested.

	If money allows how about something similar for teenagers/ adults

	Not on the Common

	If you put it in C/W House Grounds you will need a crossing for the non drivers like me. I take my grandchildren on the common because I can walk there.

	Needs to be constructed with materials and in such a way that they will last a long time and withstand weather and heavy use. The Common is safer, central, good parking and the whole park is used my many people. The design shown could be improved with more places to sit (for waiting parents) and could have tables for picnics

	We desperately need a childrens play area in Chorleywood.

	You must choose a location with good car parking, certainly NOT the Common. Parents now seem to drive everywhere. We use the Swillet playground - it can only be used by walking there-again parking is impossible

	Chorleywood House Grounds could be supervised to protect young children and environment. The Common is a thing of beauty walking the dogs. Do we need more 4x4 with young children. This could be a risk to bird life and noise. We do pay high TAX.

	But with swings and equipment for smaller ages too. Rope concept is good for older kids but not good at all for under 5's. The equipment shown in design for smaller kids will not at all be adequate. Should have a small wooden structure for under 5's. Somewhere closer to the high st side of the Common-Southside, 2nd choice: up near Rickmansworth Road. Child wants: big swings, baby swings, a pole to slide down, must be fenced since the common is popular with dog walkers. So much better to have dogs and children separated like in most other playgrounds. Fencing is also important for keeping track of multiple children - especially in the treed area of the common, kids are easily lost or out of sight . Almost all playgrounds are fenced?

	Accompanied by adult exercise equipment. The council will need to 'police' the childrens play area to prevent it becoming a meeting place for teenagers - witness Hunton Bridge/ Leavesden experiences

	The first 2 options would be spoiled by the noise of screaming* (*unable to play without) children. Why not extend existing play area at Swillet? Chorleywood Common is a quiet retreat from all sorts of distractions. Is it the safest place - unfenced- for children in view of the no. of dogs running free? And what about car parking? Chorleywood mothers and others are not known for their ability to walk far with their kids. Same applies to CH Hose site. 

	growing up in Chorleywood, the open spaces were my playgrounds. Dread the thought of a playground with all the attendant noise, rubbish, parking problems, rules & regs, etc. Contaminating any of these peaceful areas.

	much safer for children at Chorleywood House Grounds. There never was any facilities available when my children were growing up - now in their 40's this optisum does not enter any decision I may have made then - henceforth no comments except to say hope it works for all children in the area. It surely is needed.

	The creeping urbanisation pressure on Chorleywood Common should be resisted. Chorleywood Common should be kept a natural oasis. No play equipment, signs, fences No No No

	I do not think it is appropriate to site the play space on the Common. It is a semi - wild area and there’s plenty of natural things for children to do, climb trees etc. There is also the added problem of lack of parking space. I understand it will be fenced- so it would have to be carefully monitored by parents. There are plenty of natural things to do on the Common - looking at wildlife and flowers.

	swings, roundabout

	The Common & Chorleywood House grounds are two unique natural areas in their own right. Having bought up two children and led cub and scout groups we know the value that’s is brought to Chorleywood by them. The inevitable refuse and noise that would result at either side is both unnecessary. Investment at the Swillet provides for the future generations better.

	or the Swillet

	In recreation places already provided The Common is for everyone to enjoy. If on the common increased parking (already with golf). Noise, too few places exists where one can be quiet, relax. This includes the idea of cows fenced in etc.

	The climbing forest proposal looks great! Please get it up and running asap!

	If not at the Swillet then Chorleywood House grounds. But NOT on the Common, which is a play area in itself. We consider that £95000 could be spent on much more useful projects.

	Not sure, are they of a wooden structure, if not they should be of a complete natural wooden structure otherwise the common will be spoilt.  Not sure about on the common, may spoil its natural beauty. I had 4 kids and they enjoyed the common as it is. How about improving the facility at the Swillet or having next to the cricket pitch where the cricket is used.

	Activity in the Common already too busy, so NOT Common. Play area will encourage cyclists who are already a nuisance and should not be allowed.

	Please include zip wires! This kind of playground would be great. Much needed. Chorleywood Estate location would create too many problems with traffic A404 (pedestrian crossings would be necessary and it’s a very busy road already) Please avoid this potential for traffic chaos. Use the Common.

	Put new playground in Chorleywood House Grounds - but put a the footbridge over the A404 to reach it. If bridge were to cross the road at say, the cricket car park or the crescent shaped car park beside it, this would mean fewer cars parked in the cemetery.

	No there is too little information presented as to: location - is it in amongst the trees or in the open area? Flooring - picture looks like bark - but would this be applied to the proposal? Fencing - would the area have to be fenced off to protect the users there isolating part of the common to most residents? None of these are addressed by the proposal screen. 

	I am very concerned about the possibility of the playground on Chorleywood Common and as Heronsgate is officially in Rickmansworth area, I have not received a copy of the survey. When leaving London either from Baker Street or Marylebone I understand that the Common is the first one. Plenty of parks and playgrounds/fields. Where will all the Mums park? Can't see them walking to the Common and more importantly the Common is used by walkers, dog walkers, cricketers, golfers, exercising groups, horse riders, and its basically still a natural Common as it should be and not become like a park. I do not understand why the children of today cannot enjoy the natural pursuits like climbing trees, hide and seek etc and room for football and flying kites. 

	I object to the playground development on Chorleywood Common. It is totally unnecessary and a waste of money. Teenagers will not use it, I know because I have asked them, including my own. The Common should be protected from such development, next will demands for toilets, car parking and a cafe. Leave the Common alone. 

	The primary considerations should be: 1. Accessibility- locate the provision as close to the centre of Chorleywood. 2. Breadth of use- Ensure the equipment can be used by as broad an age range as poss. 3. Health- can exercise options for teenagers be added/incorporated. Thank you!

	I did do the computer reply but missed completing the comments section completely. The Common would be best to encourage more people to come on foot and take exercise. 

	I hope that some of my suggestions for spending £95000 of public monies could be adopted. Our household (and many more) are not in agreement with the provision of a new play space in Chorleywood and do not want it. The village and the surround is adequately supplied with play areas at the Swillet, at the Riverside Road roundabout at Rickmansworth and a recreation area opposite William Penn leisure centre and of course there are lovely walks around the Aquadrome, Rover Chess and the Common. In many cases, Chorleywood children have their own play areas within their gardens with expensive equipment. I understand this suggestion of a new play area sprang from the whim of a young parent who possibly did not want to use these other facilities. Also I might add car parking would be a big problem. In fact, Sue Stibbs, whilst canvassing for election agreed on this but, obviously, upon election changed her mind. As far as I am aware there are no facilities for young teenagers which are desperately needed to keep them off the streets where they are constantly being reported by villagers and an eye kept on them by police. Surely, the £95000 could be better spent on a Hall, or even hiring the Scout Hall , St Andrews Hall or the one at Bullsland Lane, furnishing it with a dartboard and snooker & table tennis tables which they could share with their parents and older residents. This would keep them occupied, give them sense of responsibility and affiliation with older residents. Young people should not be expected to walk across the Common, especially in winter, to a Youth Centre in Chorleywood House. Not everyone has a car. Better bus facilities could and should be arranged for Chorleywood West. At the moment there is a rickety old bus to which we are limited to a service into Rickmansworth twice a morning. Providing the bus has not been held up anywhere this gives us about 25minutes to shop and get to the other end of the High Street for return. If we go to Tesco there is even less time unless we catch the next bus back which is 2 hours later. There are no bus facilities to Watford General and Mount Vernon Hospitals without going into Rickmansworth or taking a train to Harrow and bus to Mount Vernon or taxis which becomes very expensive. Likewise, the trees in Shire Lane need pollarding and dead ones cut down. Nothing is done in spite of telephone calls to the Council who say they haven't budget. Drains need clearing and unblocking. Shire Lane is like a river during heavy rainfalls which, in turn, cause damage to roads and pavements which badly need repair. As you will note many, many residents feel more priority should be given to necessary matters rather than the playful idea of a new play centre

	Chorleywood House Grounds - if it is to be the size shown. Common - if it is to be far smaller and unobtrusive and carefully sited so as not to be visible from most of the common. As a parent of 2 young children, I am in favour of carefully designed play equipment which is appropriate in size and blends in with the special environment. I am concerned the proposed plan would attract large amounts of visitors and cars. This would lead to demands for additional car parking and paths. The site should cater primarily for local families who arrive on foot. 

	There is not good parking on the Common. Mothers today drive everywhere. The car park by the golf club is used by U3A members and the golf club and is always full if they park in the other car park they could be parking in the Chorleywood House Grounds and plus with the tennis courts nearby. This is surely the right place. 

	Certainly not on the Common, the Common is a nature reserve, not an adventure playground. This would be totally unsuitable for the Common. Huge poles and nets are very unsightly. Who is going to maintain all this equipment?

	-          sustainable transport to the playground should take preference to seeking geographical central location i.e. the playground should be located as close as possible to Chorleywood Station
-          logically, those most in need of public playground are those families lacking large gardens which, financially, are also most likely to be reliant upon public transport
-          proximity to Chorleywood Station also preferable for those with prams/young children using public transport for whom it would be difficult to cross Common
-          were the playground situated on the east side of the Common this could also give rise to possible ‘clashes’ with golfers, horse riders and ‘trippers and slippers’ claims (especially as unlit)
-          locating a playground of the size proposed on the ‘main’ Common would be contrary to the ‘natural’ nature of the Common
-          The locations close to the Black Horse are not suitable as there is no parking (particularly when the Black Horse is busy – and such periods would ‘clash’ with those when the playground is likely to also be busy
-          I therefore consider the playground should be located on one of the ‘parcels’ of grass to the south/west of the railway line, either side of the access of the main Station car park
-          Under ‘Note 1’ on Page 3 of the attached consultation document, the area to the front of the Old Shepherd pub has been discounted as it is crossed by the drainage tunnel. Unless you have in mind something similar to the rides found at Alton Towers, I am certain that no playground equipment would cause problems with such tunnel
-          In relation to proposed location No 15 on Page 3 of the attached consultation document, note is made of anti-social behaviour issues in this location. However, assuming it is acknowledged that the proposed playground risks ‘attracting’ anti-social behaviour, then it is still preferable to keep its location close to Chorleywood village being the PCSO’s main patch (i.e. the PCSO’s would find it more difficult to patrol a playground on the east side of the Common)
-          Risk of accidents on nearby roads should be a major consideration: traffic speeds are lowest on the roadway leading to the Station car park and the adjacent section of Chorleywood Bottom as compared with Common Road (which already needs a pedestrian crossing in any event) and Dog Kennel Lane which adjoin the alternative locations.
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