PLANNING COMMITTEE – 30 June 2016
PART I - DELEGATED

6.
Consideration of Objections and Confirmation of Three Rivers (The Kings Head, Bridge Road, Hunton Bridge) Tree Preservation Order 2016


(DCES)
1.
Summary
1.1
To consider objections made in respect of the Three Rivers (The Kings Head, Bridge Road, Hunton Bridge) Tree Preservation Order 2016.  This report sets out the officer’s recommendations to confirm this Order subject to modification of the ‘situation’ description to correct an administrative error.

2.
Details

2.1
The Three Rivers (The Kings Head, Bridge Road, Hunton Bridge) Tree Preservation Order 2016 was made on 5 April 2016. This order was made in response to a Section 211 Notice which was received on 16 March 2016. This notice (16/0620/TCA) outlined an intention to reduce the height of a group of Ash trees by 30ft and a single Cypress tree by 20ft. The Officer recommendation which was circulated to Councillors was ‘No objection to the works proposed to the Cypress. The works proposed to the Ash trees are excessive and if carried out would lead to the death of the trees. Recommend serving TPO on the group of Ash which are owned by the Kings Head Public House’. 
2.2
An objection has been submitted regarding the Order on the following basis:
a) There is no intention to cut down these trees, but instead to neaten them up, and allow much needed sunlight into our garden which is currently blocked by them. A tree surgeon has advised that the trees could be reduced in height by about 12ft. 
2.3
In response to the above objection:

a) In responding to a Section 211 Notice this Council has the option to either state that it has no objection to the proposed works or to serve a TPO to stop the proposed works from being carried out.  The submitted Notice 16/0620/TCA outlined an intention to reduce the height of the trees by 30ft. It is possible to apply to carry out works to trees protected by a TPO and this Council will always give fair consideration to applications made for works which meet recognised arboricultural best practice.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
There are two options available to the Committee:


(a)
Confirm the Order subject to modification of the situation description from Old Mill Lane to Old Mill Road.

(b)
Not to confirm the Order. This would mean that the tree/s would not be provided statutory protection and could be removed without any further notification requirement.

4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets. 

5.
Financial, Legal, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
5.1
None specific.

6.
Recommendation
6.1
That the objection is noted but that the Three Rivers (The Kings Head, Bridge Road, Hunton Bridge) Tree Preservation Order 2016 is confirmed subject to modification of the situation description to correct an administrative error.


Report prepared by: Terence Flynn, Landscape Officer
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