  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 3 DECEMBER 2012 

SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT POLICY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – 

6 NOVEMBER 2012

  
PART   I – NOT DELEGATED
9b.  
  GREEN EXPECTATIONS – SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGY PUBLIC CONSULTATION

(DCES) 

This is a KEY DECISION as it would have a significant effect across all wards in the District
1.
Summary
1.1
Green Expectations is a draft Sustainability Strategy for Three Rivers District Council which sets out how the authority aims to continue to reduce its impact on the local and global environments.  This report requests approval to consult on the draft strategy with key stakeholders and the general public in December 2012 and January 2013. 
2.
Details

2.1
A Sustainability Action Plan for Three Rivers District Council was published in March 2010. Green Expectations is a draft Sustainability Strategy which seeks to update and build on that plan in the light of recent developments and changes. 


2.2
This is a strategy for the Council and the District as a whole.  It includes ways in which the Council can improve and lead by example in its own operations.  It also sets out how we will work with and assist the residents and businesses in our area to reduce their impact on the environment, improve sustainability and also adapt to a changing climate.

2.3
This draft strategy sets the environmental and sustainability objectives for the Council to aim towards.  It is expected that the lifespan of this strategy will be around 5 years.  The strategy may need to be reviewed before this if there are significant changes, for example to legislation, or if the objectives are no longer relevant.  Following this strategy an Action Plan will be developed and reviewed annually which will include targets to deliver on objectives set out by the strategy. 

2.4
The draft strategy has been developed in consultation with the Council’s Environmental Management System (EMS) working group.  

  
2.5
The draft strategy will be made publically available for a period of at least 6 weeks and the following key stakeholders will be contacted directly regarding the strategy:
· Members of the Environmental Forum

· All Hertfordshire and neighbouring local authorities
· Local Parish Councils
· Local environmental interest groups 
· Energy and water utility suppler companies
· Local public transport suppliers

· Local businesses forums

· Local forums such as the Hertfordshire Sustainability Forum and Local Enterprise Partnership

· Local Social Housing Providers
2.6
The draft strategy consists of a summary report (Appendix 1) and a detailed Strategy document (Appendix 2). 
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  To approve the Green Expectations Sustainability Strategy and summary report for public consultation.
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.  The relevant policy is our strategic plan aim to be: 

Clean and green - We want to provide equal access to services and facilities for the public within the district and surrounding area and in particular address the needs of vulnerable residents such as elderly, disabled and young people.  In addition, we want to maintain a high quality local environment and reduce the eco-footprint of the district. 
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
Any costs will be met within current budgets.   
6.
Legal Implications
6.1
  None specific.
7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
Relevance Test

	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?


	Yes / No 

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?


	Yes / No 


8.
Staffing Implications
8.1
This work is within the workplan for the Sustainable Projects Officer.  
9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  The strategy aims to have a positive impact on the environment by reducing the Councils emissions and helping local residents and businesses to reduce their impact.
10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
  None specific.
11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
  None specific.
12.
Communications and Website Implications
12.1
  The Strategy and summary will need to be made available on the Council’s website and a press release will be issued.
13.
Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications

13.1
There are no risks to the Council in agreeing the recommendation.
13.2
There are no risks to the Council in rejecting the recommendation.
14.  
Recommendation
14.1
That the   Committee recommends to the Executive Committee that the Green Expectations Sustainability Strategy and summary report are approved for public consultation.

  

  

Report prepared by:
  Katherine Frost, Sustainable Projects Officer

Data Quality


Data sources:


As set out in the detailed Strategy document Appendix 2



Data checked by: Peter Kerr, Principal Projects Manager ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 

Data rating:
	1
	Poor
	

	2
	Sufficient
	

	3
	High
	(



Background Papers


  None.

APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

Appendix 1 -   Green Expectations – Summary

Appendix 2 – Green Expectations – Detailed report
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