Appendix 1

Waste Site Allocations Proposed Submission Consultation - Extracts from the consultation document and suggested responses

The Waste Site Allocations document follows on from the Waste Core Strategy and identifies requirements for future waste management in Hertfordshire and sites for waste management facilities to meet needs. It includes waste site briefs for allocated sites and identified Employment Land Areas of Search in order to meet the following identified requirements for waste:

· Hertfordshire has one remaining landfill where the permission for landfilling expires in 2017 but it is likely to have capacity beyond then. There is a capacity gap difficulty up until 2015 for non-hazardous waste. 

· Additional residual treatment capacity is required to deal with local authority collected waste that cannot be recycled or composted.

· Waterdale Waste Transfer Station is central to the delivery of the waste management strategy and there is a need for new waste facilities to complement this and ensure all parts of the county are serviced.

· Household Waste Recycling Centres in the county provide a valuable role in waste management and will need to be kept under review through the Annual Accommodation Statement.

· A need has been identified for additional organic waste treatment capacity of 90,000 tonnes per year by 2014 to serve western and central/eastern parts of the county. 

· For commercial and industrial waste, recycling and composting capacity is needed for 210,000 tonnes per year with additional residual treatment capacity for 397,000 tonnes per year by 2016. The use of construction and demolition waste for restoration purposes, the requirements for site waste management plans and the encouraged use of recycled and secondary aggregate should reduce the capacity shortfall for this waste stream. 

· There is sufficient overall treatment capacity to manage the equivalent of the county’s hazardous waste arisings.

In order to provide for the adequate and sustainable management of waste arisings over the plan period (2011-2026), the Waste Site Allocations document identifies the following types of sites.

Existing strategic sites – sites that provide waste management beyond the local areas in which they are located. They are considered to be essential to the current and future waste management of local authority collected waste in the county. The sites currently perform a waste management function and are therefore safeguarded. 
Within Three Rivers, Waterdale Waste Transfer Station, Garston is identified as an existing strategic site.

Allocated sites – sites that the county council considers to be the most suitable locations to manage the county’s existing and future waste arisings during the plan period. 

Within Three Rivers, Waterdale Waste Transfer Station, Garston is identified as an allocated site as it is considered to have potential for enhancement.

Waste site briefs have been prepared for all allocated sites for use as a guide to the potential development of the site. They do not constitute a basis for granting planning permission nor should development be restricted by the details within them, however any applications must take into account specific requirements identified in the briefs. The site brief for Waterdale is reproduced at Annex A.

Employment Land Areas of Search – sites that the county council considers may be compatible with waste management uses but currently have little immediate potential for redevelopment. Employment areas that are predominantly used for general industry (B2) and storage and distribution (B8) have been included as these are considered compatible with waste management uses. Waste management uses on employment land areas of search could therefore come forward for development during the plan period. Employment land areas of search are not restricted by any particular technology or waste stream that should be on any particular site. However whatever technology and/or waste stream is proposed should be compatible with the needs of the existing site and area.

Within Three Rivers, Tolpits Lane employment area is identified as an employment land area of search, as shown in Annex B.
A general employment land area of search waste site brief has been prepared to guide potential waste development and any planning applications for waste development on these sites must take into account the requirements of the brief which is reproduced at Annex C.
Safeguarded Sites – given the difficulties associated with establishing new waste facilities, including the scarcity of suitable sites, existing waste management sites are safeguarded against uses which are not waste related.

The Site Allocations document does not specifically identify safeguarded sites within Three Rivers, but the Waste Core Strategy requires that existing waste management facilities with planning permission for waste management uses, including landfill sites, to be safeguarded.

Although not the subject of this consultation, the Waste Core Strategy identifies areas of search for new waste facilities. Annex D highlights the areas of search across Hertfordshire and shows parts of Three Rivers included in Area of Search A for organic waste recovery capacity. 

Proposed Response to the Consultation

There is no objection to the identification of Waterdale Waste Transfer Station, Garston as an existing strategic site and its safeguarding for waste management uses as the site is in existing use for waste management and we recognise that Waterdale is central to the delivery of the waste management strategy. Any waste management activity on the site should meet all relevant planning and environmental criteria. 

There is no objection in principle to the identification of Waterdale Waste Transfer Station, Garston as an allocated site as it is in existing use for waste management. However, any proposals to extend or intensify waste management activity at this site should recognise the significant impact of any development for waste management on nearby residents and occupiers. It should be noted that Three Rivers District Council are likely to have particular concerns about any proposals for an ‘end of life vehicle facility’ on this site. 

We note the need to identify additional organic waste treatment capacity of 90,000 tonnes per year by 2014 and that Area of Search A for organic waste recovery facility to serve the western part of the county includes Waterdale Waste Transfer Station. Indeed Waterdale is the only allocated site within Area of Search A considered suitable in principle for in-vessel composting. This would seem to give preference to locating capacity for additional organic waste treatment capacity at Waterdale. Any proposals for organic waste treatment capacity at Waterdale would particularly need to consider and address the Green Belt nature of the site, potential impacts on nearby residents and occupiers and traffic and transport implications for the surrounding road network. 

In view of the need for additional organic waste treatment capacity, the Council would wish the County Council to maximise the use of nearby incineration capacity located at Colnbrook and in Buckinghamshire in order to minimise road transfer costs of disposing of organic waste.

There is no specific objection to the identification of designated employment land at Tolpits Lane as an Employment Land Area of Search for waste management uses compatible with the needs of the existing site and area. This is subject to all relevant planning and environmental criteria being met, and recognition of the significant impact any development of waste management facilities on this site may have on adjoining occupiers and on access issues in accordance with paragraph 4.24.

In addition, Tolpits Lane is currently allocated within the Three Rivers Local Plan as an employment site, and the Three Rivers Site Allocations Proposed Submission (November 2012) proposes to retain the employment allocation on the site. Therefore the Council are likely to object to any future proposals for this site that would not maintain levels of employment and jobs here. 

It should also be noted that the Three Rivers Site Allocations Proposed Submission consultation (November 2012) identifies land to the south of Tolpits Lane as a location for potential future housing development (50 dwellings between 2021 and 2026). Therefore, proposals for waste management uses at this site should recognise the significant impact of any development for waste management activity in this area which could prejudice future residential development in the area.

ANNEX A: Site Brief for Waterdale Waste Transfer Station, Garston
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ANNEX B: Tolpits Lane Employment Land Area of Search

[image: image5.emf]
ANNEX C: Waste Brief for all Employment Land Areas of Search
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ANNEX D: Hertfordshire Waste Core Strategy Key Diagram
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