  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 3 DECEMBER 2012
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PROPOSED   RICKMANSWORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM AND RICKMANSWORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA

(DCES) 
  

1.
Summary
1.1
  To note the responses from the consultation on the proposed Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum and Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Area.   

2.
Details

2.1 The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 came into force on 6 April 2012.  Following the adoption of this legislation, applications can now be made to the Council to designate areas in the District as Neighbourhood Areas and to designate certain organisations/bodies as Neighbourhood Forums in order that Neighbourhood Development Plans and Neighbourhood Development Orders can be produced for an area.  
2.2 The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended by the Localism Act) and The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 set out the requirements and procedures for the designation of Neighbourhood Forums and Neighbourhood Areas.  

2.3 An application was made to the Council on 16 July 2012 by residents in Rickmansworth to be designated as the Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum and to designate an area in Rickmansworth as the Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Area.  
Proposed Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum and Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Area
2.4
The consultation period, lasting for a period of six weeks from 3 August 2012 to 14 September 2012, sought residents’ views on the proposed Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum and Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Area.  
2.5
As part of the consultation process, every household and business within the proposed area received a hand-delivered copy of the consultation leaflet, inviting residents’ views on the proposal.  A Press Notice was published in the Watford Observer on Friday 3 August 2012 and the consultation documents were readily available to view at Rickmansworth Library and the Council offices.  The consultation documents were published on the Council’s website and posters were erected at community notice boards in Rickmansworth.  A copy of the consultation poster is attached as Appendix 1 and a copy of the consultation leaflet as Appendix 2.  
2.6
30 responses were received which, for purposes of ease, are summarised below:

Neighbourhood Forum


Supporting comments
· Would support the forming of a community body to promote the interest of the community and safeguard the local area

· The Forum would promote improvement of social, economic and environmental wellbeing

· If potential membership is and remains as stated in the constitution, the proposed Forum is appropriate

· Will provide a voice for local people with regards to local development

· Appropriate and desirable



Objections
· The submitted documents do not indicate whether a Neighbourhood Development Plan is the intention of the Forum

· A Neighbourhood Forum, as defined on the Localism Act, is not the correct mechanism for promoting a vibrant town centre or safeguarding a community

· The interim Chairman and Vice-Chairman live outside of the proposed area

· Concern that the proposed Forum is aimed at filling the void created by a non-existent Parish or Town Council in Rickmansworth.   

· Membership not representative of the community

· Elected individuals and Council employees should deal with planning decisions, not a community group

· Forum is not inclusive to all Rickmansworth community

· Proposed Forum would contribute to unnecessary bureaucracy

· Existing local government arrangements work effectively

· Elected Councillors represent the community therefore Forum is not needed

· Existing planning process is open and robust, a Neighbourhood Forum is unnecessary
· The area would not benefit from having such an organisation similar to that of a Parish Council

· Rickmansworth is a thriving community and there is no need for a Forum

· Politically motivated and undemocratic
· Does not benefit all residents of Rickmansworth

· The Council is already very open and democratic

· Lack of publicity for inaugural meetings


Neighbourhood Area



Supporting comments
· Proposed area is correct and suitable

· Area is appropriate on the assumption that it is equivalent to a Parish Council

· Appropriate and desirable



Objections
· More explanation needed to justify position of boundary

· The proposed boundary fails to include residences of some main users of Rickmansworth Town Centre

· Proposed area does not promote inclusivity

· Disconnected areas are included, whereas some main residential areas close to the Town Centre have been excluded

· Area has been drawn according to political boundaries rather than for the purposes of town planning
· Localities associated with the Cedars Estate and Rickmansworth Town Centre are excluded
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
  The responses to the consultation are summarised in this report so that the Executive Committee are aware of the responses received.  
3.2
With the exception of the Rickmansworth and District Residents’ Association, all responses received were from individuals.  Many expressed strong support or objection to the proposal, whilst others expressed a neutral opinion.  The responses are summarised as such:

Support:  8


Objection:  17


Neutral:  5

3.3
Next Steps
3.4
At the time of writing this report, Officers are undertaking a further consultation with the members of the proposed Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum to gather further information that is required to enable Officers to make a recommendation. A further report to consider designation will be brought before the Executive Committee once the application has been assessed by officers.  
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s policy as set down in the Strategic Plan to prepare the Local Plan.  
5.
Financial Implications
5.1
  None specific.  The costs associated with publishing and consulting on any applications for a Neighbourhood Forum or Neighbourhood Area are included within the Local Plan budget.   
6.
Legal Implications
6.1
  The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended by the Localism Act) and The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 set out the requirements and procedures for the designation of Neighbourhood Forums and Neighbourhood Areas.  The Council has a duty to designate Neighbourhood Forums and Neighbourhood Areas.  
7.
Equal Opportunities Implications

7.1
Relevance Test

	Has a relevance test been completed for Equality Impact?


	Yes
No proposed change to current policy or service

	Did the relevance test conclude a full impact assessment was required?
	No 


7.2
Impact Assessment

7.3
None specific.  
8.
Staffing Implications
8.1
  Applications for Neighbourhood Forums and Neighbourhood Areas will be assessed by Officers of the Development Plans Service with assistance from Legal Services.  The number of applications is expected to be very low initially although it is expected that there will be more general enquiries regarding Neighbourhood Planning.  
9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  None specific.  
10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
  None specific.  
11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
  The Customer Service Centre has been briefed to respond to requests for information on Neighbourhood Planning.  
12.
Communications and Website Implications
12.1
  Information about Neighbourhood Planning, Neighbourhood Development Plans and Neighbourhood Development Orders is available on the Council’s website.  
13.
Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications

13.1
The Council has agreed its risk management strategy which can be found on the website at http://www.threerivers.gov.uk. In addition, the risks of the proposals in the report have also been assessed against the Council’s duties under Health and Safety legislation relating to employees, visitors and persons affected by our operations.  
13.2
The subject of this report is covered by the  ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT Development Plans service plan.  There are no risks arising from this report.  Members are only required to note the responses received from the consultation.   

14.  
Recommendation
14.1 That   the Executive Committee notes the consultation responses of the proposed Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum and Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Area.  

Report prepared by:
  Struan Power, Planning Officer

Data Quality


Data sources: N/A


Background Papers


Localism Act 2011


The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012

The Town and Country Planning Act 1990

APPENDICES / ATTACHMENTS

  APPENDIX 1:  Copy of consultation poster

APPENDIX 2:  Copy of consultation leaflet
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Have Your Say








 Local residents have made an application to 


Three Rivers District Council for a


Neighbourhood Forum & Neighbourhood Area 


in the area of Rickmansworth








Have Your Say





All representations must be received by 5pm on Friday 14 September 2012.





Don’t miss out on your chance to comment!











All representations must be received by 5pm on Friday 14 September 2012.





Don’t miss out on your chance to comment!








This is your chance to have a say on the future of the local area.  








The application is subject to a six week consultation from Friday 3 August to Friday 14 September 2012.  








Don’t miss out!








For more information, visit www.threerivers.gov.uk
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Have Your Say





 Application by the local community for a


Neighbourhood Forum & Neighbourhood Area in the area of Rickmansworth








APPENDIX 2





Consultation Period:


Friday 3 August to Friday 14 September 2012





What is this consultation about?





Three Rivers District Council has received an application from residents in Rickmansworth to be designated as The Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum and to designate an area in Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire as The Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Area.  





If designated, the Neighbourhood Forum will be able to produce a Neighbourhood Plan, which will establish general planning policies for the development and use of land in the Area (for more information on Neighbourhood Plans please see www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/introductionneighbourplanning). 





This informational leaflet has been distributed to all properties  within the proposed Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Area, in order to alert them to the application and invite comments on the proposals.  A map of the Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Area that has been put forward for consideration is on the back cover of this leaflet. 





The full application, which consists of a Statement, Map and a Constitution,  can be viewed:





on the Council’s web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/" �www.threerivers.gov.uk� 


on the Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum’s web site:


http://rickmansworthneighbourhhoodforum.btck.co.uk/





These documents are also available for inspection at:





Three Rivers District Council, Three Rivers House, Northway, Rickmansworth, Herts, WD3 1RL. (Mon to Thurs 8.30am – 5.30pm, Fri 8.30am – 5pm) and





Rickmansworth Library, High Street, Rickmansworth, Herts, WD3 1EH (Mon 10am – 7pm, Tues, Weds, Thurs, Fri 9am – 7pm and Sat 9am – 4pm).





Consultation Details





This consultation runs for a period of six weeks between 3 August and 14 September 2012.





Representations can be made in writing to the Council at the above address or by email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:TRLDF@threerivers.gov.uk" �TRLDF@threerivers.gov.uk�. All representations must be received by 5pm on 14 September 2012.  

















What should my comments relate to?





Comments must relate to the proposed Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum and Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Area.  You should consider and comment on, for example:





Whether the Neighbourhood Area proposed is appropriate





Whether the proposed Neighbourhood Forum has secured a membership which is representative of its community 





Whether the purpose of the proposed Neighbourhood Forum will promote the improvement of the social, economic and environmental wellbeing of the proposed Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Area.





What happens to my comments?





Following the close of the consultation, the comments that are received will be considered and we will decide whether to formally designate the Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Forum and the Rickmansworth Neighbourhood Area.  





Should designation of this proposed neighbourhood forum and area be made, no other organisation or body may be designated for that neighbourhood area until that designation expires or is withdrawn.  





For any comments to be considered you must at least provide your name and address.  Any comments received may be inspected by members of the public and cannot be treated as confidential.  Comments will be made available on the Council’s website.  Your personal information such as your postal address, telephone number and email address will not appear, however your name and organisation (if relevant) will.  








Claire May


Principal Planning Officer





Three Rivers House


Northway


Rickmansworth


WD3 1RL





Phone:  01923 776611


E-mail: TRLDF@threerivers.gov.uk





Three Rivers District Council








