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POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE

MINUTES
Of a meeting held in the Penn Chamber, Three Rivers House, Rickmansworth, on Monday 18 July 2016 between 7.00pm and 8.35pm.

Councillors present:
Sara Bedford (Chairman) 
Matthew Bedford (Resources and Shared Services)

	Alison Scarth (Health)
	Chris Lloyd (Leisure, Community and Wellbeing)
Ralph Sangster

	Phil Brading (Vice-Chairman) Public Services)
	David Sansom
Alison Scarth (Health)

	Stephen Cox
David Major
Angela Killick

Rupert Barnes
	Martin Trevett (Housing, Planning and Strategic Schemes)
Ann Shaw (substitute for Cllr Roger Seabourne)

	Alex Hayward
	

	
	


Officers Present:
Steven Halls, Chief Executive




Geof Muggeridge, Director of Community and Environmental Services



Bob Watson, Head of Finance




Claire May, Principal Planning Officer



Sarah Haythorpe, Principal Committee Manager

PR16/16
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was received from Councillors Roger Seabourne, Stephen Giles-Medhurst and Paula Hiscocks.
PR17/16
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 June 2016 were agreed by the Committee and were signed by the Chairman subject to the following amendment:


Minute PR14/16 Discretionary Rates Relief Appeal
After the Leisure, Wellbeing and Health Committee had looked at amendments to the grants policy at their June meeting.

PR18/16
NOTICE OF OTHER BUSINESS
The Chairman ruled that the following item, which had not been available for five clear days before the meeting was of sufficient urgency to be considered by the Committee for the reason indicated:
Item 9:
Budget Monitoring (Quarter 1) April to June 2016 - to enable ongoing budgetary control.
  
PR19/16
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


Councillor Martin Trevett declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 1 (under Part II business) as a member of his family was working at the William Penn Leisure Centre over the summer

Councillor Alison Scarth and Chris Lloyd also declared non- pecuniary interests in agenda item 1 (under Part II business) as they used the leisure facilities.


Councillor David Major declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 2 (under Part II business) as he was the Council representative at the community hall.

PR20/16
CONSIDERATION OF AN ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION TO REMOVE PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS IN RICKMANSWORTH TOWN CENTRE


Members considered the feasibility of an Article 4 Direction to remove permitted development rights in relation to the conversion of office space (Use Class B1a) to residential (Use Class C3) in Rickmansworth Town Centre.


The Director of Community and Environmental Services read out a statement to the Committee.  



A Member advised that at Trinity Court there were 9,000sqft of offices and asked if the boundary line could be redrawn to include Trinity Court, Affinity Water and Travis Perkins.  The Principal Planning Officer advised that the boundary line finished at Travis Perkins.  No guidance had been provided on where the boundary should be, although it could be extended.  It was reiterated that neither Travis Perks or Affinity Water were B1 uses.
The Committee noted that the twelve-month notice for the Article 4 Directions on the three Employment Areas was being progressed and would be submitted to the DCLG shortly.  The DCLG has up to 12 months to cancel or amend the Direction.  

Submitting an application for Rickmansworth Town Centre now could have an impact on the Article 4 Directions being submitted for the three other areas and could weaken our case.  

Councillor Chris Lloyd, seconded by the Chairman of the Committee, moved that the Council write to the three Local MPs and relevant Government Minister regarding the policy.
Concerns were raised about waiting twelve months to submit the Rickmansworth Town Centre application as it would be another two years before a decision was made.
Councillor Martin Trevett, seconded by Councillor Chris Lloyd, moved the following recommendations:
1. Not to pursue an Article 4 Direction to remove permitted development rights in relation to the conversion of office to residential within the boundary shown on the plan in Appendix 3.

2. That a further review of Rickmansworth and other areas be made with a further report brought back once the Council know the outcome of the three applications on the other three sites.

That the Council write to the three Local MPs and the relevant Government Minister to register dissatisfaction with the current PDR regime for office to residential conversion.
On being put to the Committee the recommendations were declared CARRIED the voting being:


Recommendation 1 – 9 For, 6 Against and 0 Abstentions.


Recommendation 2 – 9 For, 0 Against and 6 Abstentions


Recommendation 3 - Agreed unanimously.

RESOLVED:  

  
1. Not to pursue an Article 4 Direction to remove permitted development rights in relation to the conversion of office to residential within the boundary shown on the plan in Appendix 3.

2. That the Council write to the three Local MPs and the relevant Government Minister to register dissatisfaction with current PDR regime for office to residential conversions.
3. That a further review of Rickmansworth and other areas be made with a further report brought back once the Council know the outcome of the  Article 4 Directions on the three allocated Employment Sites.
PR21/16
VEHICLE CROSSOVER POLICY


To simplify the crossover application process, guidance, licence and costs.
Appendix C of the report provided responses to the questions asked at the previous meeting in June. 
Members noted the following:

On the report to the Previous P&R Committee, the original proposal was that an application for a vehicle licence application would contain the following costs

Planning Fee - £200


One-off Fee - £322.80

Cost of construction – varies

One-off Licence Fee - £225 (superseded via the resolution below)

RESOLVED:

That the changes set out in Appendix C (Answer Sheet) be adopted viz.

The three policy changes from the previous P&R consideration contained within the Answer Sheet be adopted (at points 6, 7 and 8 of the vehicle crossover answer sheet) along with a request that the sentence be included in the guidance “This information only applies to Vehicle Crossover applications relating to single dwellings”.  The Guidance and Application Forms were to be updated with changes tracked and will have a Version Date and an indicative cost of the Construction per metre and/or per running metre (2.5m wide) and an indicative monthly/annual maintenance/licence charge (payable in advance). 

That the policy be drawn up and to be delegated to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Lead Member for Housing, Planning and Strategic Schemes and for the Group Leaders to be advised.
PR22/16
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND ADULTS AT RISK POLICY  
This report recommended the adoption of a new Safeguarding Children, Young People and Adults at Risk Policy.

Councillor Chris Lloyd moved, duly seconded, that the policy be adopted.

It was requested that the training on the new policy be offered to Members as soon as possible.

On being put to the Committee the motion was declared CARRIED, the voting being unanimous.




RESOLVED:

That the new Safeguarding Children, Young People and Adults at Risk Policy be adopted.
  
PR23/16
THE HERTFORDSHIRE COMPACT 
The Committee is asked to sign up to the Hertfordshire Compact on behalf of Three Rivers District Council.
On being put to the Committee the recommendation to sign up to the Hertfordshire Compact was agreed, the voting being unanimous.



RESOLVED:



That the Committee sign up to the Hertfordshire Compact.

PR24/16

BUDGET MONITORING (QUARTER 1) APRIL TO JUNE 2016
Budget monitoring is a key tool in scrutinising the Council’s finance performance.  It is designed to provide an overview to all relevant stakeholders.



In response to a question regarding the 70k variance for the payment of business rates on the shops taken back pending the redevelopment of South Oxhey, the Lead Member for Resources and Shared Services advised that he understood it was a capitalised cost set against a saving in the capital budget  but he would check and confirm.



The Conservative Group wished it to be noted that they would abstain from the voting on the recommendations.  On being put to the Committee the Chairman declared the recommendations CARRIED the voting being 9 For, 0 Against and 6 Abstentions.




RECOMMEND:


To Council:



That the following revenue and capital budget variations be approved and incorporated into the three-year medium-term financial plan:-

	Variance
	2016/17

£
	2017/18

£
	2018/19

£

	Revenue - (Favourable )/ Unfavourable
	74,660
	(13,950)
	(13,950)

	Capital - Increase / (Decrease)
	0
	0
	0


PR25/16
FOUR-YEAR FINANCIAL SETTLEMENT DEAL
This report covers three specific issues related to: a decision on whether to accept the Government’s offer of a four-year financial settlement: the requirement to publish an Efficiency Plan; and to use the new flexibilities around capital receipts.
On being put to the Committee the recommendation was declared CARRIED the voting being unanimous.

RECOMMEND:

  
That the Policy and Resources Committee recommend to Council to delegate to the Chief Executive and the Director of Finance, in consultation with the Lead Member for Resources and Shared Services the authority to make a decision on whether or not to accept the Government’s offer of a confirmed four-settlement of funding before the deadline of 14 October 2016.

PR26/16
WORK PROGRAMME
To agree the Committees work programme.  Members noted the work programme.


RESOLVED:

That the work programme be noted.
PR27/16
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC


“that under Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined under paragraphs 1 and 3 of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act. It has been decided by the Council that in all the circumstances, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.”
PR28/16
DISCRETIONARY RATES RELIEF APPEAL – HERTSMERE LEISURE

To consider an appeal against the award of Discretionary rate relief.
Members did not support the appeal and agreed that the policy had be adhered to an that they did not qualify for an award of Discretionary rate relief.

RESOLVED:

1)
that the appeal against the award of Discretionary rate relief be declined.
2)
That public access to the decision be immediate

3)
That public access to the report be denied.

PR29/16 
DISCRETIONARY RATES RELIEF APPEAL – ABBOTS LANGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

To consider an appeal against the award of Discretionary rate relief.

Members did not support the appeal and agreed that the policy had be adhered to an that they did not qualify for an award of Discretionary rate relief.


RESOLVED:

1)
that the appeal against the award of Discretionary rate relief be declined.

2)
That public access to the decision be immediate

3) That public access to the report be denied.

  
PR30/16
DISCRETIONARY RATES RELIEF APPEAL – CARPENDERS PARK COMMUNITY HALL

To consider an appeal against the award of Discretionary rate relief.

Members did not support the appeal and agreed that the policy had be adhered to an that they did not qualify for an award of Discretionary rate relief.


RESOLVED:

1)
that the appeal against the award of Discretionary rate relief be declined.

2) That public access to the decision be immediate

3) That public access to the report be denied.

CHAIRMAN  
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