PLANNING COMMITTEE – 17 August 2017
PART I - DELEGATED

5.
Consideration of Objections and Confirmation of Three Rivers (18 Thornhill Road Moor Park Northwood) Tree Preservation Order 2017

(DCES)
1.
Summary
1.1
To consider objections made in respect of the Three Rivers (18 Thornhill Road Moor Park Northwood) Tree Preservation Order 2017.  This report sets out the officer’s recommendations to confirm this Order without modification.
2.
Details

2.1
The Three Rivers (18 Thornhill Road Moor Park Northwood) Tree Preservation Order 2017 and was made in respect of a Section 211 notice which intended to fell a mature Oak tree.
2.2
An objection has been submitted regarding the Order from the owner of 18 Thornhill Road Moor Park Northwood on the following basis:
(a) To remove the current mature Oak tree and replace with another standard mature Oak tree approximately 14 feet away from the original tree.
(b) The tree is not accurately plotted on the model order TPO map.
(c) The tree is affecting sight lines from the drive onto the road.

(d) Falling big branches in windy conditions onto the drive.

(e) The Oak tree is producing a sticky sap that is falling onto parked vehicles. There is no street parking allowed.

(f) Green fungus present on the trunk of the tree.
2.3
In response to the above objections:

(a) There is not much space to plant a new standard Oak as the verge is 
narrow and under the existing canopy of an avenue of Plane trees. This 


would still be adjacent to the drive way.
(b) I have attended site again and the tree is plotted accurately to the best of 


my knowledge (3-4m from the road.)
(c) This would be for Highways to determine. However, no lower epicormics 
growth is present.
(d) Young mature tree that has had recent reduction and has low branch 

structure and low external loading within the crown. There will always be a potential risk of failure with trees. Regular surveys of trees should be promoted as good husbandry to ensure such trees are in good health and therefore less likely to fail. At the time of inspection the tree was found to be in a reasonable condition. 
(e) A small window in the late summer when this can occur. It is not 

seen as problematic as it washes off without causing damage to paint 

work. There is also a drive in garage on site.
(f) Normal lichen growth. 

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1
There are two options available to the Committee:


(a)
Confirm the Order without modification.


(b)
Not to confirm the Order. This would mean that the tree/s would not be provided statutory protection.
4.
Policy/Budget Reference and Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy and budgets.
5.
Financial, Legal, Equal Opportunities, Staffing, Environmental, Community Safety, Customer Services Centre, Communications & Website, Risk Management and Health & Safety Implications
5.1 None specific.

6.
Recommendation
6.1
That the objection is noted but that the Three Rivers (18 Thornhill Road Moor Park Northwood) Tree Preservation Order 2017 is confirmed without modification.

Report prepared by:
Daniel Monk, Tree Preservation Officer
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