  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 15 AUGUST 2005
PART   I -   DELEGATED   
  6.
ENHANCEMENT OF SHOPPING AREAS – 2005/6 PROGRAMME  

(  DLE) 
1.
Summary
1.1
To agree a programme of enhancement works for Baldwins Lane West parade, following consultation with shop owners and customers.  
2.
Details

2.1
The Council has an annual programme to enhance the vitality and viability of local shopping parades. The Watford Enterprise Agency was asked to assess priorities for future enhancements based on priorities already put forward by the Committee.  They recommended the two Baldwins Lane shopping parades, Croxley and the smaller parades in South Oxhey.

2.2
At the meeting of the Executive Committee on 23rd May 2005, Members agreed that Baldwins Lane West shopping parade would benefit most from an upgrade.  Improvements would include new paving, lighting, additional bicycle racks, bins, seating and better use of the large area in front of the shops.

2.3
Consultation, in the form of interviews, was carried out in June with all the shop owners to determine their preferences for the parade. (Please refer to comments in Appendix 1)

2.4
Consultation with the users of the parade was facilitated by the shop owners distributing questionnaires to their customers. (An example of the questionnaire is detailed in Appendix 2 and a summary of responses are contained in Appendix 1) 

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation

3.1
That the Executive agree to the implementation of the enhancements to Baldwins Lane West Parade designed by the Council’s engineering consultants, to include new paving, lighting, additional bins, seating and bicycle racks. 

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy to revitalise shopping areas and budgets.

5.
Financial Implications

5.1
The enhancement scheme will be funded from this year’s Capital Programme.  Capital Charges will be incurred but, as an internal transaction, will not increase the Council Tax/rent payable.

5.2
Scheme costs are subject to detailed costing.

COST IMPLICATION
Current Year 2005/06
£


2006/07
£
Future Years per annum
£

Capital Expenditure
10,000
10,000
10,000

6.
Legal Implications

None.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications


  
7.1
Improved lighting, repairs, levelling and resurfacing would enhance the area for 


people with disabilities.

    
8.
Staffing Implications

8.1
None.  The scheme will be designed and overseen by the Council’s retained engineer consultant, Peter Brett Associates under existing terms and conditions.

9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
The scheme will enhance the environment of the shopping area.
  
10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
Improvements to lighting will make a safer environment.

  
11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
None.

12.
Website Implications
12.1
None
  
13.
Risk Management Implications

13.1
The proposed enhancements do not guarantee to increase the vitality and viability of the parade.

14.  
Recommendation
14.1 That the Council’s engineering consultants, Peter Brett Associates, design the parade to include new paving, lighting, planters, additional bins, seating and bicycle racks, taking budget implications into account. 
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File: Retail Parades  
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The recommendations contained in this report DO NOT constitute a KEY DECISION. 

APPENDICES


Appendix 1  Summary of Consultations


Appendix 2  Baldwins Lane (West) Shopping Parade Regeneration Scheme

                                        Shoppers Questionnaire.
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