  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 15 AUGUST 2005 
PART   I  -   DELEGATED   
  7.
LOUDWATER   CONSERVATION AREA

(  DLE) 

  
1.
Summary
1.1
  To consider a request for designating an extension to Loudwater Conservation Area, following further discussion with local representatives.

2.
Details

2.1 A report on the possible extension of Loudwater Conservation Area was considered at the Executive Committee meeting on 20 June 2005.  It was resolved that the decision to extend Loudwater Conservation Area be deferred to consider extending the proposed conservation area and therefore widening the proposed consultation area and to receive professional advice on this, and that a further report be presented to the Committee.
2.2 A meeting has subsequently taken place with local representatives to discuss the possible extent of the Conservation Area and characteristics which are considered relevant when determining revised boundaries.  A plan indicating revised proposals will be available.
3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation
3.1 Loudwater: - The Conservation Officer originally considered that there was scope for a limited extension of this Conservation Area to include part of Sarratt Lane (including Loudwater Lodge) and Rooks Hill. This has been reviewed further following the meeting with local representatives, who have suggested a wider extension to include more of the settlement and its setting.  An amendment-to the Article 4 Direction to cover at least part of any extension is considered to be appropriate to provide the additional safeguards.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1 The recommendations in this report are within the Council’s agreed policy for Conservation Areas and the approved revenue budget provided through the Planning Delivery Grant.

  
5.
Financial Implications
5.1   The sum of £10,550 has been allocated though the Planning Delivery Grant for Conservation Area Appraisals.

COST IMPLICATION
Current Year 2005/06
£


2006/07
£


2007/08
£
Future Years per annum
£

Revenue
10,550
0
0
0


Expenditure






Income/savings





Net Commitment
10,550
0
0
0

6.
Legal Implications
6.1   Conservation Areas were instigated by the Civic Amenities Act of 1967, which is now included in the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. It is the duty of the local planning authority to decide which parts of the area they administer are areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance through formal designation.

6.2 Subject to the Committee agreeing to designation the process is as follows.

6.3 Public consultation and comment by interested bodies, including English Heritage (Historic Areas Division). 

6.4 Results of public consultation be reported to the Committee with recommendation. 

6.5 Committee resolution to designate 

6.6 Notice of designation published in London Gazette and at least one local newspaper

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications


  
7.1
  None specific

8.
Staffing Implications
8.1   Conservation Area issues are dealt with by a retained specialist officer funded by the Planning Delivery Grant and based in the Local Plans Section.

9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
  Conservation Area designation helps to ensure that the special character and appearance of historic areas is retained and enhanced.

10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
  None specific.

11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
The CSC will be briefed to advise on whom to contact regarding policy applying in Conservation Areas. 

12.
Website Implications
12.1
  Information about policies affecting conservation areas is available on the website. 

13.
Risk Management Implications
13.1   Conservation Area designation does not prevent new development. There is a danger that if a Conservation Area is designated for an area with relatively little  historic interest or special character, that the designation will be of limited value in resisting development on grounds of character and amenity.

13.2 Officer time designating these new and extended Conservation Areas and associated Article 4 Directions will delay preparation of new appraisals in other areas under pressure. It is important to ensure that the work is prioritised.

14.  
Recommendations
14.1 That procedures be commenced to extend Loudwater Conservation Area as indicated in the report.

14.2 That, based on 14.1 above, consultation takes place on an amendment to the Three Rivers District Council (Trout Stream Farm Loudwater) Article 4 Direction 2004 and a further report be presented to the Committee on the results.


Background Papers


  File: Conservation Areas

Report prepared by:
  Peter Kerr, Chief Development Plans and Transportation Officer, and Simon Went, Conservation Officer


The recommendations contained in this report DO NOT constitute a KEY DECISION. 

Appendices

Appendix 1 - Map of Loudwater Conservation Area showing possible extensions 

(to follow).
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