  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 15 AUGUST 2005

PART   I -   DELEGATED   
  8.
NEW PARKING RESTRICTIONS WINTON DRIVE AREA  

(  DLE) 
1.
Summary
1.1
To approve new parking restrictions following consultation.  
2.
Details

2.1 The Executive Committee resolved to revise the existing parking restrictions in Winton Drive at their meeting on 28 June 2004.  The need for revisions had arisen because parking by commuters and others was causing obstruction for residents and for service/emergency vehicles, particularly in Winton Drive and Springfield Close.

2.2 Accordingly a scheme was prepared in consultation with Ward Councillors.  A Public Notice appeared in the Watford Observer on 20 May 2005, together with notices on site.  Letters were sent to residents in the area affected and comments requested by 14 June 2005.

2.3 Comments received are reported in Appendix 1 together with officer comments and recommendations.

2.4 Objections related in particular to the following.

2.5 The 1 – hour ban would preclude residents from parking as well as commuters and other motorists.

2.6 A relaxation of the existing Monday to Saturday all-day restrictions close to Croxley Station would encourage other motorists to park which would not solve the current problems of congestion and obstruction.

2.7 Double yellow lines at junctions should be as limited as possible to cause least inconvenience to residents and their visitors.

2.8 Better use should be made of Croxley Station car park. NCP who manage this car park advise that on average the car park is 62% full. They accept that there is some available space to accommodate commuters who park in local roads. NCP will discuss with London Underground the potential to improve directional signage in order to encourage greater use of the car park.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendations

3.1
A residents’ permit parking scheme could operate allowing residents to park during the period covered by the one-hour ban.  This arrangement already operates in certain roads in Chorleywood.

3.2
The existing restrictions close to Croxley Station could be retained, and complimented by the proposed 1-hour ban in the wider area.

3.3
Double yellow lines at junctions are considered necessary but the extent can be kept to the minimum to comply with safety requirements.

3.4
If the Committee resolves to implement the scheme based on these amendments objectors will be consulted again and advised of the changes.

3.5
A request has been made to ensure that the 1-hour ban does not coincide with the collection time from the Malvern School Nursery School (11 30 am).  The scheme can be amended to accommodate this.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The proposed new parking scheme is in accordance with Council policy and can be implemented with the existing budget.

5.
Financial Implications
5.1 The cost of the scheme is estimated at £5,000 to cover legal and technical expenses. It can be met from the 2005/6 capital programme.

COST IMPLICATION
Current Year 2005/06
£


2006/07
£


2007/08
£
Future Years per annum
£

Revenue
5,000
0
0
0


Expenditure
5,000





Income/savings





Net Commitment
0
0
0
0

6.
Legal Implications
6.1
The scheme requires a Traffic Regulation Order under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications


  
7.1 The scheme does not specifically propose disabled parking spaces.  However, Blue Badge Holders are entitled to park for up to three hours on yellow lines provided that they do not cause an obstruction.  The Council has produced a leaflet which explains these concessions in more detail and is available on request.

8.
Staffing Implications

8.1
The scheme has been prepared and consulted upon by the Council’s consultant engineers and solicitor who deal with Traffic Regulation Orders under the supervision of the Chief Development Plans and Transportation Officer. Comments received have been analysed by the Project Officer in the Leisure and Environment Department.

9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
The scheme is designed to reduce parking by extraneous traffic in residential areas and is part of the Council’s sustainable transport policy which reduces car-dependency.  
10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1 Regular patrols by parking attendants may contribute to securing a safer environment.

  
11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
The Parking Service is operated directly from the Parking Shop in Market Street, Watford. Callers to the CSC are provided with contact details, and are able to use the dedicated telephone in the reception at Three Rivers House.

12.
Website Implications
12.1
Information about the parking service is available on the Council’s website.  
13.
Risk Management Implications

13.1
There is no guarantee that the proposed scheme will not result in further displaced parking in residential streets outside the area covered by restrictions. Careful monitoring will be required.

13.2
Similarly, there is no guarantee that the new restrictions will result in better patronage of the station car park. This car park is operated by NCP on behalf of London Underground, and the Council has no control or influence over its management or charging policy.

13.3
Income generated from the sale of residents’ permits for parking will not necessarily assist the overall parking service to be revenue neutral.

14.  
Recommendation

14.1 That the Three Rivers District Council (Winton Drive, Croxley Green) (Springfield Close, Croxley Green) (Winton Approach, Croxley Green) (Prohibition of Waiting) Order 2005 be implemented subject to the amendments set down in Section 3 of this report.
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The recommendations contained in this report DO NOT constitute a KEY DECISION. 
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Appendix 1 
Summary of representations
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