  

  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 15 AUGUST 2005
PART   I -   DELEGATED   
  9.
WIDER WELCOME ACCESS IMPROVEMENT STRATEGY, BATCHWORTH LOCK  

(  DLE) 
1.
Summary
1.1
To consider a request for match funding for this project.  
2.
Details

2.1
In 2004 this Council was a partner in the implementation of the first phase of the Wider Welcome Project.  This created an improved and integrated network of all-weather/all-year paths for walkers, disabled persons’ access and cyclists, including new provision for sensory impaired visitors, along the canal with links to the Ebury Way

2.2 As well as this Council, other partners in the scheme included Hertfordshire County Council, British Waterways, Rickmansworth Waterways Trust, the Community Development Agency and the Roundabout Community Transport Initiative. 

2.3 The same partners are looking to extend the scheme.  A missing link in the project is the relatively short stretch from the western end of the Ebury Way, through to the Canal Visitor Centre at Batchworth Lock.  Work envisaged includes widening the towpath in the vicinity of Chess Lock No 2 to the rear of the Travis Perkins yard and enhancement of the confusing western end of the Ebury Way, to a specification used in the rest of the Wider Welcome scheme.  There would be route signage improvements and better visitor information associated with the access improvements.

2.4 A comprehensive proposal for funding was scheduled to be submitted to Sport England on 1 August 2005.  Match funding is required.  Hertfordshire Highways has committed £30,000 from the Local Transport Plan cycling budget, and the Environment Agency has agreed £10,000.  This Council has been requested to contribute £10,000.

2.5 The scheme would be implemented by Hertfordshire Groundwork.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation

3.1
Without this Council’s commitment, the scheme is unlikely to proceed.  The partners have been advised that the Council does not have a specific funding allocation.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
Provision of improved and integrated cycling/pedestrian routes accords with this Council’s policy.  Funding would have to be provided from the capital programme.

5.
Financial Implications
5.1
Information on the overall cost of the project and potential grant from Sport England will be supplied.  The bid represents good value for money to this Council in view of other partners’ contributions and the matching grant opportunity.

COST IMPLICATION
Current Year 2005/06
£


2006/07
£


2007/08
£
Future Years per annum
£

Capital
10,000
0
0
0


Expenditure






Income/savings





Net Commitment
10,000
0
0
0

6.
Legal Implications
6.1
If the Council becomes a partner in the scheme it will be contractually obliged to contribute match funds.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications


  
7.1
The scheme will improve access for people with disabilities to Batchworth Lock and the western end of the Ebury Way.

  
8.
Staffing Implications

8.1
The officer steering group for the project includes a member of staff from the Local Plans team.

9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
The scheme will enhance access to areas of attractive countryside in the District and will be sensitively designed to minimise intrusion from signage, path widening, ramps and materials.   
10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
The scheme will create routes which are safer and more practicable for all users, including people with disabilities.

  
11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
None.

12.
Website Implications
12.1
Information about the project will be available on the Council’s website.  
13.
Risk Management Implications

13.1 There is no guarantee that the Sport England bid will be successful.  Should it fail, the Council will not be contractually obliged to proceed as a partner in the scheme.

13.2 The proposal is subject to the granting of the necessary consents.

13.3 The allocation of £10,000 from the cycling capital programme (£50,000 in 2005/6) would reduce available funds for implementing other cycle schemes (those under consideration include routes through the Aquadrome, Rickmansworth town centre, Chorleywood Road and Watford Road.  However, other funding sources are being explored and may be available for District schemes from the Local Transport Plan budget.

14.  
Recommendation
14.1 To allocate £10,000 from the 2005/6 capital programme for cycle schemes to the Batchworth Lock Wider Welcome Project.
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