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This is NOT a KEY DECISION 
1.
Summary
1.1
To identify important issues for inclusion in the Core Strategy  
2.
Details

2.1            
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires the Council to prepare a Local Development Framework (LDF), which will replace the existing Three Rivers Local Plan.

2.2
The first two stages in the process were the production of a Local Development Scheme setting down the programme for preparing the LDF, and the Statement of Community Involvement, which sets down how all sectors of the community are involved in the process.

2.3
The first major Development Plan Document (DPD) to be prepared as part of the process will be the Core Strategy, which will set down the principal plan objectives and policies. It is an important document because it must set down the overall framework for where and how development should take place over the period to 2021.

2.4
To help start the process an initial scoping report has been produced setting down the background European, national and regional policy framework and, arising from strategies the Council has already prepared, some first thoughts on important issues for inclusion. A copy of the scoping report is attached to the report for consideration. The following key objective and its component parts are also put forward for comment.

2.5 
Future development in Three Rivers must secure balanced development for homes and jobs which safeguards the environment, maintains the green belt, secures good services, and facilities for all and achieves a sustainable transport system.

2.6
This objective would be based on: - 

2.7
Achieving sustainable levels of prosperity and economic growth;

2.8 Minimising the development of greenfield land and other land with high environmental and amenity value;

2.9
Delivering sustainable location patterns and reducing use of motor vehicles;

2.10
Protecting and maintaining biodiversity and landscapes;

2.11
Reducing pollution and greenhouse gas emissions;

2.12
Facilitating good infrastructure, including access to services, facilities, employment opportunities and affordable housing;

2.13
Reduce crime rates and fear of crime through good design and improved access to facilities;

2.14
Increasing opportunities for good health through improved sport, leisure and open space facilities, better access to facilities and controls over environmental pollution; and

2.15
Efficient use/reuse of natural resources and reduced waste.

3.
Options/Reasons for Recommendation

3.1
The scoping report is based not only on European, national and regional plans, policies and programmes but also on the Council’s Strategic Plan, its Community Strategy and other strategies. As such, the objectives and priorities put forward are based on the Council’s existing priorities.

4.
Policy/Budget Implications
4.1
The Core Strategy will set down new planning policies for the Council based on existing Council priorities and external plans, policies and programmes. It is being prepared using existing revenue budgets.

5.
Financial Implications
5.1 A sum of £49,230 is allocated in the revenue budget for 2005/6 for the preparation of the LDF.

COST IMPLICATION
Current Year 2005/06
£


2006/07
£


2007/08
£
Future Years per annum
£

Revenue
49,230





Expenditure






Income/savings





Net Commitment
0
0
0


6. Legal Implications

6.1 The planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2005 requires Councils to prepare Local Development Frameworks for their area.

7.
Equal Opportunities Implications


  
7.1
The Core Strategy will embrace all relevant equality and diversity objectives, including access and design issues.

.   
8.
Staffing Implications

8.1
The Core Strategy is being prepared by the Local Plans Team with assistance from other sections of the Council. Parts of the process are likely to involve the employment of consultants.

9.
Environmental Implications
9.1
Preparation of each Local Development Document (LDD) involves a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). More details are given in the attached scoping report.  
10.
Community Safety Implications
10.1
These are dealt with in the attached report.

  
11.
Customer Services Centre Implications
11.1
The CSC has been briefed to respond to requests for information about the LDF

12.
Website Implications
12.1
Relevant documents are available on the website.  
13.
Risk Management Implications
13.1
The Core Strategy may generate objections which can only be resolved through an Examination. The inspector’s report will be binding and may overturn Council objectives.

13.2
The process of preparing the LDF can be expensive if objections cannot easily be resolved and become protracted.

13.3
During the interim period before the LDF is adopted the Council will continue to apply the existing Local Plan but may not always successfully defend policies on appeal. If the Council is considered to have acted unreasonably when defending a policy, costs may be awarded against it.

14.  
Recommendation
14.1 To comment on the proposed objectives for the Core Strategy as set down in this report and scoping report and make recommendations to Executive Committee.


Background Papers


File: - Three Rivers Local Development framework  
Report prepared by:
  Peter Kerr, Chief Development Plans and Transportation Officer


The recommendations contained in this report DO NOT constitute a KEY DECISION. 
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